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#006.1 
USE OF TELECONFERENCING
1.
Purpose

	The Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Board of School Directors recognizes the responsibility of the members to make every effort to attend meetings, but from time to time necessary absence may prohibit attendance. A school director may participate in any Board/Committee meeting by teleconferencing when the director is unable to attend in person. A school director may exercise this option no more than twice a year.

	

	A member who desires to participate in a meeting of the Board by means of a

telephone speaker system shall notify the President of the Board at least three (3)

days in advance of the meeting in question. The Board President shall notify the

Board Secretary so that arrangements can be made. Prior to the meeting, a confidential verification code will be assigned. Once phone contact is established, the Board President or Board Secretary will use the code to verify the identity of the Board member.

	

	A member who votes by telephone speaker system shall vote by voice vote only.

	

	Upon request, the member shall provide verification, under oath, of his/her

participation in the deliberations and vote.

	

	In the event it is determined by the President or Acting Chairperson of the Board that

either the absent member cannot be heard by all members present or all members

present cannot be heard by the absent member, the teleconference shall be

terminated; and the absent member shall not be permitted to vote.

	

	The meeting may not be chaired by telephone.

	

	The Pennsylvania Supreme Court issued a decision in the case of Babac v.

Pennsylvania Milk Marketing Board in which it held that under the Sunshine Law, a

quorum of members of an agency can consist of members who are not physically

present at a meeting, but who participate through telephonic means.


2.
Guidelines
	

	The cost of the phone call is a reimbursable expense of the director under Section

516.1 of the School Code which provides that each school director be reimbursed by

the district for expenses actually and necessarily incurred in attending meetings.

	

	The director participating by teleconferencing must be able to hear the comments of

and speak to all those present at the meeting, and all those present at the meeting

must be able to hear the comments of and speak to such absent members

contemporaneously.

	

	The director participating by teleconferencing will be counted present for the

meeting.

	

	Section 3.  Delegation of Responsibility

	

	The appropriate officials are authorized and directed to provide teleconferencing

facilities sufficient to implement this policy if feasible.
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