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#245 Electronic Devices
1.
Purpose
The Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Board of Directors purpose is to ensure an environment that is safe and secure for employees, students and visitors.  The Board also recognizes the need to provide access to technological resources.  
This policy is intended to create guidelines on students’ possession and use of various electronic devices including cellular telephones while on school property, school buses or vehicles or at school-sponsored activities and events.
2. Guidelines
The use of cellular phones by students on Blairsville-Saltsburg School District property during the academic day is strictly prohibited. However, in an effort to accommodate students involved in various after-school activities, such as sports, plays, concerts, etc., possession and use of a cellular phone will be permitted under the following conditions cited herein.

The Board prohibits possession of laser pointers (or attachments), telephone paging devices/beepers, the use of cellular telephones and/or personal communication devices by students in district buildings, on school property, and while students are attending school-sponsored activities that occur during the academic day unless there is a genuine bona fide emergency that would warrant communications with a 911 emergency communications center.
The Board further prohibits any electronic device that has the capability to take photographic images or record audio or video by students in district buildings, on school property, and while students are attending school-sponsored activities that occur during the academic day.  The Board strictly prohibits any electronic device that has the capability to take photographic images or record audio or video in any restroom room, locker room, and/or changing room at any time by students, minors, and adults.  
All electronic communication devices including cellular phones are to be in the off mode at all times during the academic day, even when stored in the student’s locker.  At the secondary level (6-12), students shall make every effort at the first available opportunity to place their cellular phone in their locker.  When students are not able to place their cellular phone in their locker due to reporting directly to their first class, cellular phones shall be placed in the off mode and then placed in their pant’s pocket or purse.  Cellular phones shall be clearly out of sight and not accessible for texting, instant messaging or e-mailing.  Elementary students shall place their electronic devices including cellular phones in the off mode on their homeroom teacher’s desk. The elementary students can pick their electronic devices up at the end of the academic day. 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) should continue to call the school office for any emergency situations.  The office personnel will contact the student with any immediate information.  Parents are not to call students’ cellular phone or pagers during the academic day.
In addition, the Board prohibits possession and use by students of any device that provides wireless, unfiltered connection to the Internet.

Many permitted electronic devices have wireless Internet connection capabilities.  A student using the wireless Internet capabilities on a permitted electronic device shall abide by the district’s computer/Internet acceptable use policy.  A failure to do so will render the use of that electronic device prohibited, and the consequences for the use of prohibited electronic devices, in addition to the consequences set forth in the district’s computer/Internet acceptable use policy, shall apply.

The district or its employees assume no responsibility in any circumstance whatsoever for the loss, destruction, confiscation or theft of any communication device that is brought to school at any time or to any extracurricular or after school activity.
Violations of this policy by a student shall result in disciplinary action and may result in confiscation of the electronic device.

When electronic devices are confiscated, the following return time frame will result:

· First Time – returned at the end of the day to the student.

· Second Time – returned to the parent/guardian during school hours; adult must come to office.

· Third Time – returned to student or parent/guardian at the end of the school year.

3. Delegation of Responsibility
The superintendent or designee shall notify students, parents/guardians and staff about the district’s electronic device policy by publishing such policy in the student handbooks, posted notices, and other efficient methods.  Specifically, the district shall post notices at building main entrances, in student handbooks, at lockers, restrooms, and changing rooms indicating that the Board strictly prohibits any electronic device that has the capability to take photographic images or record audio or video in any restroom room, locker room, and/or changing room.  

Exceptions to the prohibitions set forth in this policy may be made for health, safety or bona fide emergency reasons with prior approval of the building principal or designee or when use is provided for in a student’s individual education program (IEP).

Telephone Pagers/Beepers
With prior administrative approval, the telephone paging device/beeper prohibition shall not apply in the following areas:

· A student who is a member of a volunteer fire company, ambulance or rescue squad.

· A student who has a need for such a device due to the medical condition of an immediate family member.

· Other reasons determined appropriate by the building principal.

SC 1317.1

The building principal or district administration shall exercise discretion when deciding whether to grant approval of such requests.  In all cases, such requests must be in writing and signed by the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s).  The district also reserves the right to request a verified and signed statement from either the treating physician or volunteer fire, ambulance or rescue squad supervisor attesting to the need for the restricted electronic device.

Using or possessing a restricted electronic device without obtaining the requisite preapproval will render the possession/use prohibited and the consequences for the use of prohibited electronic devices shall apply.
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