Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

April 1, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, April 1, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese


Linda Johnson
Paul Bell

George Rowley
Michael Smith


Edward Smith
Brett Treece

Michael LaMantia was absent.

Dr. Joseph Marasti, Eric Kocsis, Eric Kostic, Jack Cambest, Kathy Himes, Christine Pascoe, student representative for SMHS and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Motion by Mr. Bell and seconded by Mr. Rowley that in accordance with the provisions of Section 4-405 of the Public School Code of 1949, as amended, due to the absence of Leigh A. Free, board secretary, the Board of Directors does hereby elect Kathy E. Himes as secretary pro tempore for the regular board meeting of April 1, 2009, and said appointment shall be noted in the minutes of said meeting. 
Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm.

Dr. Joseph A. Marasti was introduced to the board and audience as interim superintendent of schools.  Dr. Marasti stated that he was glad that he was able to assist the district as an interim and in finding a permanent replacement for the office.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Johnson to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2009, Special Voting Meeting, March 4, 2009 Regular Meeting and March 17, 2009 Special Meeting.  
Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith abstained for the 3/17/09 special meeting due to not being in attendance at that meeting. Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that the ICTC Board of Directors met for several hours discussing the contract for professional staff at the ICTC.  After a fact-finding report was rejected, the Board is still negotiating with staff to reach a bargaining unit agreement.  A new program will be added to ICTC for next year, HVAC technology.  Mr. E. Smith commented that ICTC has approved their calendar for 2009-2010.
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the “Guest Teacher” program sponsored by ARIN has been well received by local districts.  These “teachers” have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university, but do not hold a teaching certificate.  ARIN has provided training and necessary emergency certifications for the guest teachers to be called by participating districts as professional substitutes for absent classroom teachers.  The ARIN board will be holding their annual convention on April 21, 2009, at the Indiana Area Junior High School.
Legislative Report – No report.

Standing Committee Report –No report. 

State/Federal Programs Update  – Dr. Marasti stated that all federal and state programs are fully meeting all requirements.  Stimulus funding amounts have not been released to the district at this time.
Student Representative Report – Student representative from Saltsburg Middle/High School, Christine Pascoe reported on:  
· SMHS junior high cheerleaders were awarded national championship status on their recent competition in Myrtle Beach; 
· the SMHS musical this year is Beauty and Beast and will be presented on April 2, 3, and 4, 2009, at 7:30; 
· Pennies for Patients collected $759.68 to be donated to the Leukemia Foundation;
· the SMHS prom will be held on May 8, 2009; 
· the Remembering Adam students’ drug-free efforts are continuing with their annual field trip; and 
· Spring sports have begun with softball, baseball and track.
Citizen’s Remarks (agenda items only)

John Warnick of Loyalhanna Township addressed the board regarding the following:

· redistricting of attendance lines; 
· enrollment projections discrepancies from the Act 34 hearing; and

· inquiring if a study has been done to justify building a new school, considering that the district has the 24th highest taxes of the 501 school districts in Pennsylvania and how it will affect local real estate sales.  
Mr. Warnick provided a handout with his questions for board members.
Mary Ugoletti of 257 South Spring Street, Blairsville, PA 15717 in Blairsville Borough addressed the board regarding the following issues:

· Reclaim Our Communities (ROC) submitted a formal complaint to PDE on March 19, 2009;

· When will the board address the strategic plan of the district; and

· Communities concerned that educational program discussion was not addressed at the Act 34 hearing on December 18, 2008.

Ms. Ugoletti provided a handout with her questions for board members.
Remarks to Citizens – No remarks.

Motion by Mr. Bell and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the agenda be amended to add an item (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) to the agenda a motion from the Borough of Blairsville Resolution 106.  After board discussion a roll call vote was called.  
Bell, Rowley, E. Smith voting yes. Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting no.  Motion not carried.
FINANCE

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary)  Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the attached (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) Accounts Payable be paid. Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  M. Smith voted no for check number #5600 to D. LaMantia and Company.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the proposed 2009-2010 budget for the Indiana County Technology Center in the amount of $501,204, an increase of .9% from the previous year.  
Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the necessary budget transfers as presented on voucher #037901, #037902, #037903 and #037904.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the proposed contract with In-Shore Technologies for a period beginning April 1, 2009, through March 31, 2010, in the amount of $37,500 as outlined in the attached contract.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the amendment to the Professional Service Agreement with L. Robert Kimball and Associates for a fee change from $22,740 to $23,700 for additional services.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the additional non-reimbursable work for the Saltsburg K-12 School Project as noted on form PDE-3074(c) for moving of the ticket booth to a new location with an estimated cost of $1,000. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell, Rowley, E. Smith voted no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that BE IT RESOLVED, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Board of Directors hereby approves and accepts the response from the Pennsylvania Department of Education approving PlanCon Part A:  Project Justification #3503 for the Saltsburg K-12 School, as received by the district on March 23, 2009, and shall be entered into the official minutes of this meeting as attached.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that BE IT RESOLVED, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Board of Directors hereby approves and accepts the response from the Pennsylvania Department of Education approving PlanCon Part B: Schematic Design #3503 for the Saltsburg K-12 School, as received by the district on March 25, 2009, and shall be entered into the official minutes of this meeting as attached.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District (“The District”) includes the Township of Burrell (“the Township”); and

WHEREAS, the actions of the District directly affect the residents of the Township; and

WHEREAS, the District plans to undertake a building project (“the project”) involving renovations and additions to the Saltsburg Middle/High School; and

WHEREAS, the project does not fully utilize existing capacities available in the District’s buildings located in Burrell Township; and

WHEREAS, debt service on the project will cost local taxpayers more than $50 million; and

WHEREAS, the District already has the 28th highest tax rate among all 501 school districts of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, student enrollments in the district are projected by the Pennsylvania Department of Education to decline substantially in the next six years; and

WHEREAS, the District’s planning of the project has been without any request to the Board of Supervisors of the Township for participation or information sharing.

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the request of the Board of Supervisors of the Township of Burrell, Indiana County, it is resolved by the Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District that:

1. Blairsville-Saltsburg School District will immediately cease all actions relating to the District’s currently proposed building project.

2. Blairsville-Saltsburg School District will immediately initiate the process of redistricting to adjust building attendance lines in order that the District’s existing buildings are fully utilized before planning any new building additions.

3. The Blairsville-Saltsburg School District will immediately begin consideration of options to determine if a less costly building project plan can be devised in light of the District’s dramatically declining enrollments and extremely high tax rates.

4. The Blairsville-Saltsburg School District will immediately begin fully involving local citizens and local government agencies in determining if a new and more affordable building project plan can be devised that promotes quality and affordable education for all District students and citizens.

Bell, Rowley, E. Smith voting yes.  Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting no.  Motion not carried.

Curriculum

Curriculum chairperson Ms. Linda Johnson and Mr. Eric Kostic, SMHS principal reported on the reading program that was implemented last year, Read 180 used by 9th grade students in Blairsville and Saltsburg English Proficiency classes.  The program has been very successful for 30 students who have improved over a one-year grade level improvement.
Personnel

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshops requests:

	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Zetts, Mary Jo

SMHS
	1. 2009 PMEA Annual In-Service Conference.  Total cost to the district $860 includes registration, travel, meals, substitutes and lodging.
	4/22-25/09


Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	BHS – Ecology
	1. Rachel Carson Day 2009, Chatham Univ.
	$380

Transportation

Substitutes
	4/15/09

	SMHS – Majorettes
	2. Championship Majorette Contest, Wildwood, NJ
	$170

Substitutes
	4/30-5/3/09

	BHS – Math
	3. IUP Mathematics Competition.
	$212

Transportation

Substitute
	5/4/09

	BMHS – Students
	4. PJAS – Penn State
	$3590

Registration

Transportation

Substitutes
	5/17-19/09

	SMHS – Jrs. & Srs.
	5. Don White Student Government Seminar
	$182

Transportation

Substitute
	5/22/09


Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Black, Deborah
	Homer City
	Guest Teacher

	2. 
	Harsh, Harold
	Blairsville
	Guest Teacher


Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as non-professional substitutes for the 2008-2009 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	1. 
	Balbuena, Samuel
	Armagh
	Custodian

	2. 
	Benson, Melissa
	Blairsville
	Cafeteria

	3. 
	Diffenderfer, David
	Derry
	Custodian

	4. 
	Gould, James
	Avonmore
	Custodian

	5. 
	Leary, Dawn
	Black Lick
	Custodian


Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following names as spare bus aides/caravan drivers for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as an employee of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817:

	
	Name
	Residence

	1.
	Short-Pahel, Linda
	Latrobe


Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year contracted supplemental position for Mary Jo Zetts as musical director for the 2008-2009 school year.

Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the sabbatical leave of absence request, for health restoration, for Frank DelVecchio, technology education teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective retroactive from February 19, 2009.

Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the request of Linda Lasher for an additional bereavement day for a near relative on March 23, 2009.

Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves, with regret, the resignation requests, due to retirement of the following professional staff, under the Early Retirement Incentive Program in the memorandum of understanding between the district and the Blairsville-Saltsburg Education Association, to be effective the last day of the 2008-2009 school year:

	
	Name
	Building
	Certification Area
	Employed Since

	1. 
	Dill, Bernard
	BHS
	Business Education
	1976

	2. 
	Eckenroad, Dorinda
	BES
	Elementary
	1975

	3. 
	Forte, John
	BMS
	Science
	1974

	4. 
	Johnson, Jeanne
	SES
	Elementary
	1973

	5. 
	Marshall, Susan
	SES
	Elementary
	1971

	6. 
	Mikesic, Mary Jane
	BMS
	Health & PE
	1975

	7. 
	Notarberardino, Roxanne
	SMHS
	Library
	1974

	8. 
	Rovison, John
	SMHS
	Health & PE
	1978

	9. 
	Young, Roland
	SES
	Health & PE
	1974

	10.
	Chapla, Linda
	BMHS
	Art
	1978

	11.
	Moorhead, Debra
	BMHS
	Family & Consumer Science
	1977

	12.
	Murphy, Janet
	BES
	Elementary
	1977


Furthermore, the Board of Directors thanks the individuals for their time and talents educating the students of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District.

Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Policy
There were no Policy items for approval.

Other Business
There were no Other Business items for approval.
Citizens’ Comments (non-Agenda items)
John Warnick – Loyalhanna Township addressed the board on the following:

· former construction manager and amount of money paid for services;
· questions regarding permits; and
· PDE approval of project with assigned project number.
Mr. Warnick provided a handout with his questions and comments to the board.
Rev. Dan Satler – 500 Market Street, Saltsburg, PA 15681 addressed the board regarding the building project.  Rev. Satler is president of the SOS (Save Our Schools) organization.  Updated the board on enrollment projections and anticipates that the birth rates will rise within the next five years and enrollment will rise.  Concerned with taxes and who is responsible for the amount citizens pay in real estate.
Jack McGuire, 800 Market Street, Saltsburg, PA 15681 addressed the board regarding the state aide that the district receives on a per pupil basis.  BSSD receives the least amount of subsidy money, per pupil than any other district in Indiana County with the exception of Indiana Area School District.  He would like for the ROC group to join with the SOS group to support a more equitable funding formula for this district.
Ann DeValerio, 202 Patton Avenue, Blairsville, PA 15717, addressed the board regarding the following:

· holding an Act 34 hearing at a more convenient time than the Christmas holiday in order for citizens to have an opportunity to attend;

· the district’s feasibility study submitted to PDE with regard to sewage problems that require further investigation on the Blairsville campus;

· recently submitted PlanCon F documents and the leasing of property in Conemaugh township;

· questioned whether any school director has a family member who is employed by Conemaugh township or serve on board as a township commissioner or similar advisory group with regard to voting irregularities.

Ms. DeValerio provided a handout with her questions and comments to the board.

Board Comments
Mr. Michael Smith addressed the citizen’s regarding the townships’ authority with regard to the school district’s business.  He stated that he was not qualified to advise the township on where to post a stop sign and did not think the township supervisors should advise the district on managing a building project.

Mr. Edward Smith addressed the citizen’s regarding subsidy issues and the inequity of state funding for education in a district, that BSSD is not considered a small district and therefore does not meet even those requirements for additional funding.

Mr. Paul Bell addressed the citizen’s regarding being in total agreement with Mr. McGuire and the subsidy issue.  However, feels that the government officials in Harrisburg have left the district to decide the number of buildings required to educate the district students.  Although Indiana Area School District receives less funding than BSSD, they have combined their students into one high school building.

Ms. Caranese announced that the board would hold a brief executive session to discuss legal and/or personnel issues.

Motion was made by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. E. Smith that the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 p.m.








Beverly K. Caranese, Board President

Kathy E. Himes, Board Secretary Pro Tempore

