SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
APRIL 23, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

April 23, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Thursday, April 23, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


Michael Smith
Brett Treece

Michael LaMantia, George Rowley, Ed Smith were absent.

Dr. Marasti, John Rushford (solicitor), Leigh Free, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

Citizens’ Remarks (Agenda items only)

John Hanna, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding questions on the cost of the project according to resolutions.  He stated he supports the building project and the Board is moving in the right direction.
Dan McGregor, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the spring musical praising the great performance.  Additionally, he spoke in support of the building project in Saltsburg.  He also talked about an article he read regarding the affects of diesel fuel on students riding in school buses.
FINANCE

Mr. Bell indicated he was voting no on the Finance items because this evening was the first time he had seen the information.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby intends to award JC Orr & Sons, Inc. as the apparent low bidder for the General Construction Contract for the Saltsburg K-12 campus project based on the Base Bid amount of $7,605,240 and acceptance of the following Alternate Bids: G-1, G-3, G-5, G-7, G-8, G-9 and G-10 for a total bid award of $8,303,642, subject to further approval of the Board and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby intends to award Weider Services as the apparent low bidder for the HVAC Construction Contract for the Saltsburg K-12 campus project based on the Base Bid amount of $1,338,000 and acceptance of the following Alternate Bids: M-1, M-2, M-3 and M-4 for a total bid award of $1,621,540, subject to further approval of the Board and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby intends to award Ryco, Inc. as the apparent low bidder for the Plumbing Construction Contract for the Saltsburg K-12 campus project based on the Base Bid amount of $828,800, subject to further approval of the Board and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby intends to award Westmoreland Electric, Inc. as apparent low bidder for the Electrical Construction Contract for the Saltsburg K-12 campus project based on the Base Bid amount of $1,627,000 and acceptance of the following Alternate Bids: E-1 and E-2 for a total bid award of $1,785,400, subject to further approval of the Board and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby intends to award Ryco, Inc. as apparent low bidder for the Fire Protection Construction Contract for the Saltsburg K-12 campus project based on the Base Bid amount of $139,500, subject to further approval of the Board and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby intends to award Commercial Appliance Contract, Inc. as the apparent low bidder for the Food Service Equipment Construction Contract for the Saltsburg K-12 campus project based on the Base Bid amount of $587,667, subject to further approval of the Board and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby intends to award Reed Associates as the apparent low bidder for the Casework Construction Contract for the Saltsburg K-12 campus project based on the Base Bid amount of $476,000, subject to further approval of the Board and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby intends to award R.L. Abatement the apparent low bidder for the Asbestos Abatement Construction Contract for the Saltsburg K-12 campus project based on the Base Bid amount of $21,500, subject to further approval of the Board and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the list of capital project funds expenditures as attached. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the submission of building permits for the Saltsburg K-12 project in the amount of $137,568.33 which includes inspections by the code official during construction for general, mechanical and electrical work. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby awards a bid for band uniforms for the Blairsville campus to Demoulin Brothers & Company of Greenville, IL, sole bidder, in the amount of $52,923.30. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the necessary budgetary transfers for vouchers #047901, #047903, #047904, #047905 as attached. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached contract for services from Keystone Rehabilitation Center for athletic trainer services for a three-year contract to August 1, 2009 through July 31, 2012, at a cost of $43,607.84 for year one; $44,916.08 for year two; and $46,263.56 for year three, as attached. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Adelphoi Village proposed tuition rates for the 2009-2010 school year at $66 per day for regular education and $72.60 per day for special education services. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to advertise for bids for bleachers (home side) at the Saltsburg Middle/High School football stadium. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
PERSONNEL
Mr. Bell indicated he was voting no on the Personnel items because this evening was the first time he had seen the information.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the military leave of absence for David Dollman for April 22 – 24, 2009, as assigned by order of the Secretary of the Air Force. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves Kenneth Riley to serve as a guest teacher for the remainder of the 2008-2009 school year. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves Robin McKee as a substitute in the categories of secretary, noon-hour supervisor, teacher aide and cafeteria aide for the remainder of the 2008-2009 school year. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves George Churley of Derry to serve as a spare caravan driver for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as an employee of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
OTHER
Mr. Bell indicated he would support the calendar because there had been previous discussions regarding the calendar.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the school calendar for the 2009-2010 school year, with the first day of class for students as August 26, 2009, and the last student day as May 28, 2010, calendar attached. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes. Motion carried.

Citizens’ Remarks (Non-Agenda Items)

John Hanna, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board in support of the proposed building project.  He spoke regarding the resolutions that Burrell Township and Blairsville Borough requested the Board vote on which indicated there was a $50 million project on the table.  He has never heard of a project with this price tag.  He stated that the Saltsburg Borough and Conemaugh Township supervisors have spoke in favor of the current project but against the previously proposed consolidation project.
Dan McGregor, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the project/funding.  He stated he has figures that estimate that as a result of the farmstead/homestead tax relief, BSSD will receive the largest amount of tax relief in the County at $1,133,227 which is a savings of $331 per taxpayer.

Ms. Caranese asked for a motion to amend the agenda to include a resolution that would change the school board meeting schedule to conduct all future meetings from May through October in Saltsburg because of the building project.

There was discussion regarding the change in location of the meetings.  Mr. M. Smith stated this will be helpful because there will be meetings regarding the building project prior to the school board meeting and this way the meetings can be held in one location.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Johnson to amend the agenda to add the following motion:

The Board of Directors hereby approves the following changes to the School Board Meeting schedule for the meetings held in May through October, 2009:

· May 6, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Middle/High School

· June 3, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

· July 1, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

· August 5, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

· September 2, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

· October 7, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Johnson that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following changes to the School Board Meeting schedule for the meetings held in May through October, 2009:

· May 6, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Middle/High School

· June 3, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

· July 1, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

· August 5, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

· September 2, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

· October 7, 2009, will be held at Saltsburg Elementary School

M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.

Board Remarks

Ms. Johnson responded to Mr. Hanna’s comment regarding the $50 million project stating that she is concerned about misrepresentation of the project by the ROC group on their web site and listening to representatives from the group speak.

There were numerous compliments from the school board regarding the outstanding musical that was held in Saltsburg.

Ms. Brown stated that in the recent special education audit, the life skills classroom was red-flagged for not having enough space for the classroom.  If there is all this extra room at Blairsville, why can’t they find a space big enough for the life skills room that is in compliance with current requirements?

Mr. Bell responded to the $50 million project stating this figure includes current debt service.  He also asked about the sewage problem in Blairsville that was mentioned in the feasibility study.  Dr. Marasti stated he investigated the problem and it seems to be working efficiently now.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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