BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

August 29, 2007
The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, August 29, 2007, in the Multi-purpose Room at the Blairsville Elementary School with the following members present:


Lance Alexander
Linda Brown

Michael LaMantia
George Rowley


Edward Smith
Mary Whitfield

Paul Bell, Karen Shusko and Dan Speal were absent.
Mr. Nadonley, Theresa Hanley, Ron Saffron, Leigh Free, Don Davis, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Mary Whitfield, Board Vice-President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Smith reported that everything is going well
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the meeting was held last Tuesday.  ARIN just got done with the e-Strategic Plan.  He has high praise for BSSD administration and the ARIN staff.
Legislative Report – Ms. Whitfield reported that the Leadership Conference will be coming up in October.  Hearings are occurring on cyber school funding with PSBA and the State Finance Department.  They are looking at making financing a little more fair.  They will look at individual cyber schools so they cannot build big fund balances.  Mr. LaMantia asked if there is any report on the quality of education.  Ms. Whitfield stated that they looking at the education provided to students, however, right now they are leaving it up to the individual school districts to monitor.
State/Federal Program Update – Mrs. Hanley stated that the teachers are beginning to work with Title 1 students.

Standing Committee Report – No report.

Citizens’ Remarks
John Hanna, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding consolidation.  He stated that Mr. Nadonley got back in touch with him regarding his remarks last meeting with the current debt schedule for this campus.  When will the debt be paid and what is the annual debt.  It is very important in his opinion to listen to the comments people make.  He will not stop coming to meetings. He stated “I am adamantly against the consolidation.  The consolidation will not reduce taxes and it is important that people get the word.”
Dan Satler, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the 4th grade class size.  He stated he would like to thank Don and the rest of his staff for getting the school year off to a great start.  He appreciates the quick return of phone calls.  He also thanked Leigh Free for taking the time to explain a transportation situation with him.  He stated that if this class size was in Blairsville, things would be different.  He surveyed schools and got some information as far as class sizes.  He stated that the interesting thing that all the schools said that if it were their choice they would lower the class sizes and hire another teacher. 
Remarks to Citizens

Mr. Nadonley presented information to the Board and public regarding the results of his surveying other school districts.  His information showed that our school district is in-line with other school districts in the area.
Mr. Nadonley introduced two new teachers, Lauren McDermott and Eileen Phelin.

FINANCE

Mr. Smith stated that his vote regarding the tax collectors has nothing to do with the quality of our tax collectors.  This is what our legislators are doing.  They give the people an option to make payments in three (3) installments and then the school district has to determine whether to fund the request from the tax collectors.  He will be voting no for that reason.

Motion by Mr. Alexander and seconded by Mr. Rowley that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the following Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.
(Financial Report available for public review in the Office of the Board Secretary)
Motion by Mr. Alexander and seconded Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the tax collector proposal regarding installment plan payments by tax payers, as presented by Mr. Nadonley at the workshop meeting, proposal attached.  (Attachment #1) Whitfield, Alexander, LaMantia, Brown voting yes.  Rowley and Smith voting no.  Motion not carried.
Motion by Mr. Alexander and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves Public Financial Management Inc. (PFM) to accept the bid from Morgan Stanley & Company Inc, of New York for the investing the proceeds from the issuance of the District’s General Obligation Bonds, Series of 2007, in treasury backed repurchase agreements at a fixed rate of 4.572 % with collateral of 104%.  Terms and provisions of the repurchase agreement are to be negotiated by the School District's Business Manager, as advised by Bond Counsel.  The investment will mature in May 2011.   Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried

PERSONNEL

Mr. LaMantia asked if the individuals in resolutions h & i went through the process that was starting for long-term substitutes.  Mr. Smith replied yes, that he, Mr. Nadonley and Mr. Davis talked to both candidates and was sure they understand the length of time.  When asked if the Personnel Committee went with the recommendation of the principal, Mr. Smith replied yes.  Mr. Davis stated he did an extensive telephone interview with Ms. Corridoni and had already interviewed Ms. Camp.  They are both a pleasure and a good match with the school.  Mr. Nadonley observed them for two days and both teachers impressed him.  We need to be sure to rotate long-term subs and we don’t want to give them false hope.

Motion by Mr. Alexander and seconded by Mr. Rowley to amend the Personnel section of the agenda to include the name of Zachary Stemerick as the Junior school board representative for Saltsburg.  Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Moore, Alice

BHS
	1. Approval to accompany the BHS marching band to Kennywood Fall Festival Parade.  Total cost to the district will be $750 for transportation.
	8/24/07

	Pritts, Jessica

BHS
	2. Approval to accompany student council members to the U.S. Army’s Spirit America 2007 at Melon Arena.  Total cost to the district will be $200 for transportation.
	9/14/07

	Richards, Tracy

Stadtmiller, Bernie

SMHS
	3. Approval to accompany 7th and 8th grade students to the Jr. High Envirothon in Indiana.  Total cost to the district will be $305 ($155 transportation; $150 substitutes).
	Sept. 07

	Thomas, Karen

Blystone, Jaison

Gasperini, Gerry

Smith, Karen

Dollman, David

Jasper, Wendy

BHS
	4. Approval to accompany juniors and seniors to the College/Career Fair at IUP.  Total cost to the district will be $307 for transportation.
	10/2/07

	Carr, Molly

Gerstel, David

SES
	5. Approval to accompany 5th grade students to Lutherlyn Environmental Center in Prospect, PA.  Total cost the district will be $1936 for transportation.
	10/29-30/07

	Richards, Tracy

Shirley, Debbie

SMHS
	6. Approval to accompany the Biology I students to the Kiski-Conemaugh Watershed Symposium in Saltsburg.  Total cost to the district will be $238 ($88 transportation; $150 substitutes).
	May 2008

	Richards, Tracy

Milanak, Missy

SMHS
	7. Approval to accompany the 8th grade students to Physics Day in Pittsburgh.  Total cost to the district will be $338 ($188 transportation; $150 substitutes).
	May 2008


Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools and the transportation coordinator, the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached list of individuals as bus drivers for Smith Bus Company for the 2007-2008 school year.  (Attachment #2)  Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools and the transportation coordinator, the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached list of individuals as spare bus drivers for Smith Bus Company for the 2007-2008 school year.  (Attachment #3) Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached list of professional substitute teachers for the 2007-2008 school year.  (Attachment #4) Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached list of non-professional substitute personnel for the 2007-2008 school year.  (Attachment #5) Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby grants tenure to Martin Kessler, emotional support teacher at Blairsville Middle/High School since August 2004.  Mr. Kessler has successfully completed the necessary years of service as established by the district. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby grants tenure to Clint Weimer, learning support teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School since August 2004.  Mr. Weimer has successfully completed the necessary years of service as established by the district. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Nicole Corridoni as a long-term substitute teacher with initial placement at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective August 22, 2007, at a prorated salary of $20,000, based on a 184-day/school year, with no additional benefits, during the undetermined leave of absence of a permanent professional employee.  It is understood that should the permanent professional employee return to regular duties, this long-term substitute position will no longer be necessary. Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Alexander abstained.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Chantelle Camp as a long-term substitute teacher with initial placement at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective August 22, 2007, at a prorated salary of $20,000, based on a 184-day/school year, with no additional benefits, during the undetermined leave of absence of a permanent professional employee.  It is understood that should the permanent professional employee return to regular duties, this long-term substitute position will no longer be necessary. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of the following students to serve as school board representatives for the 2007-2008 school year:

	1.
	Zachary Stemerick
	Junior SMHS

	2.
	Tyler Elliot
	Junior BHS

	3.
	Abby Summerson
	Senior SMHS

	4.
	Britney Conrad
	Senior BHS


Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the uncompensated leave request of absence for Tammy Gromley, part-time instructional aide at Blairsville Elementary School from October 5, 2007, through October 20, 2007.  It is understood that all accumulated personal leave days must be used before uncompensated leave of absence. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the recommendation for Kara Elwood to serve as volunteer band front coach at SMHS for the 2007-2008 school year.  All necessary paperwork has been received by the district administration office. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the recommendation for Ashley Frassenei to serve as volunteer varsity cheerleader coach at SMHS for the 2007-2008 school year.  All necessary paperwork has been received by the district administration office. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the recommendation for Betty Branthoover to serve as volunteer golf coach for the 2007-2008 school year.  All necessary paperwork has been received by the district administration office. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Brown voting yes. Smith voting no. Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Deborah Bopp as noon-hour supervisor at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective August 13, 2007. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Sherry Carr as a 3.75/hour cafeteria aide for Blairsville Elementary School, effective August 27, 2007, at a salary in keeping with the collective bargaining unit contract. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the change in employment status of Michael Carlin from part-time custodian to temporary full-time custodian for the afternoon shift at Saltsburg Elementary School.  The Board authorizes the administration to post to fill this temporary part-time position, replacing Michael Carlin. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation, due to retirement request of Alberta Hall, full-time Title I instructional aide at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective August 10, 2007.   This position has been internally posted as per the bargaining unit contract. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the change in employment status of Joan Adams, temporary full-time Title I instructional aide, to full-time Title I aide for Saltsburg Elementary School, effective August 27, 2007, replacing retiring Alberta Hall.  Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the change in employment status of GinaMarie Bruce part-time Title I instructional aide at Blairsville elementary school to temporary full-time Title I instructional aide for Saltsburg Elementary School, effective August 27, 2007, replacing Joan Adams.  Furthermore, the Board authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill the part-time position at Blairsville Elementary School. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of John Rovison as assistant to the principal for Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective immediately.  It is understood that the administration has appropriately posted to fill this position as per the collective bargaining unit contract. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that based on the recommendation of the building administrator, the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year supplemental contract of Tracy Richards and Debra Shirley to serve as co-assistants to the principal at Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective for the 2007-2008 school year, at a salary of $874 each. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of dentists, physicians and team physicians for the 2007-2008 school year:

	1.
	Dr. Michael Pollock
	Team Physician
	$10/exam

	2.
	Excela Health – Latrobe
	Team Physician & School Physician
	$10/exam

	3.
	Dr. Edward Morgan
	Dentist
	$4/exam

	4.
	Dr. Bruce Highberger
	Dentist
	$4/exam

	5.
	Dr. Matthew Kline
	School Physician
	$10/exam


Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

POLICY

Mr. Alexander extended his appreciation to the superintendent and Kathy Himes for their work with the policies.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Alexander that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following additions and revisions to policies upon recommendation of the policy committee:

	Policy #
	Title

	223
	Suspension and Expulsion

	225
	Student Rights and Responsibilities

	243
	Freedom of Expression

	709
	Acceptable Use of the Computers, Networks, Internet, Electronic Communication Systems and Information

	711
	Use of Cell Phones by Employees


Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Saffron stated that Greer Hayden will be at the September 10th meeting to make a presentation to the Board and recommend a maximum construction cost which is a preliminary step toward construction.  The Board is looking at a preliminary date of October 10th for the Act 34 Hearing.  Mr. Smith asked if it makes a difference if PDE conducts the meeting.  Mr. Saffron responded that it does make a difference because the Department has no jurisdiction to hold the meeting.  The School Code says the school board must conduct the meeting.  After the hearing a copy of the transcript will be submitted to PDE with the Plancon documents.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Alexander that based upon the recommendation of the Committee of the Board of School Directors appointed to conduct Student Disciplinary Hearings, upon reviewing the Adjudication and Recommended Disposition prepared by the Committee regarding Student No. 075165, a copy of which was provided to each Board Member prior to this meeting, and the entire record of such hearing having been available to the Board members for review prior to this meeting, and after having had an opportunity to review the entire record of the disciplinary hearing involving such Student, the Board of Directors hereby approves and adopts the Adjudication and the Recommended Disposition of the Committee regarding Student No. 075165. Therefore, Student No. 075165 is hereby suspended from school for the first two grading periods of the 2007-2008 school year. The District may readmit the Student to the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District after the first grading period upon a determination by the District’s administration that the Student has successfully met the criteria for early readmission as delineated in the Committee’s Recommended Disposition. The Board further hereby authorizes the Administration to fully implement the Adjudication and all other terms and conditions of the Recommended Disposition as therein stated. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Alexander that the Board of Directors hereby schedules a special voting meeting for Monday, September 10, 2007, at 6:30 p.m. at the Saltsburg Elementary School, for general purposes. Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith, Brown voting yes. Motion carried.

Report of the Superintendent – Mr. Nadonley reported on the fourth grade class size.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.



Mary J. Whitfield, Board Vice-President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
