SPECIAL VOTING MEETING
AUGUST 6, 2008


BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

August 6, 2008

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Wednesday, August 6, 2008, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell (arrived 9:00 pm)
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


Michael LaMantia
George Rowley

Edward Smith
Michael Smith
Brett Treece was absent from the meeting but joined the meeting via telephone at 8:16 pm.
Mr. Nadonley, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:13 pm.  

Citizen’s Remarks

Stacy Holderbaum, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the golf team.  She passed a letter out to the Board indicating names of students participating which are enough to have a team.  She stated that the largest costs for the program would be a coach and transportation.  There are no fees from the golf course.  She stated she would be very active in insuring fund raisers were held to fund the team.
There was discussion among the Board whether to fund the golf team.  There is money in the budget this year for a team, however, during the summer when discussions took place regarding a team, there was not enough interest to have one.

Laura Ramsden, Black Lick Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding taxes.  She stated that she got her first taste of taxes in Blairsville-Saltsburg SD and is not happy.  The Board needs to do something about the taxes and not raise them any more.

Joseph Henigin, Black Lick Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding school related items.  He passed out information on enrollment of different school districts comparing it to Saltsburg enrollment.  He stated the Board needs to look at things long term.
Dan McGregor, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the position of Director of Curriculum.  He congratulated the Board on their attempt to save the District $100,000 by combining the position of BES Principal and Director of Education.  He stated in the past the principals did the job.

There was discussion regarding the need for the position of Director of Education.  Mr. McGregor stated that Mr. Bell previously agreed the position was not necessary.  Mr. Bell disputed his comments.  Ms. Caranese read an e-mail she sent to Mr. Nadonley stating that she expected him to assume the responsibilities of Director of Education and Mrs. Hanley should assume the duties of elementary principal.  Ms. Johnson stated she supported the elimination of this position four years ago.  There was discussion as to whether Mr. Nadonley would have the time to assume 95% of the responsibilities of the Director of Education.

Dan Satler, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding Board matters.  He stated that the best time to give new principals more work is when they are new.  He stated that the Blairsville Board members need to take responsibility for where we are today.  The decisions that are being made are not revenge; it is the motivation of the culture of fear.
Remarks to Citizens
There was discussion regarding the negotiated cost for the construction manager.  Some of the Board was not happy about the cost going from $700,000 to $720,000.  Mr. Cambest explained that the cost increased because termination fees were taken out of the contract.

Mr. Cambest stated that the Board would need to make a motion to amend the agenda to reinstate the golf team for the 2008-2009 school year.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Ed. Smith to amend the agenda to reinstate the golf team, funded by the school district, for the 2008-2009 school year.  Bell, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to reinstate the golf team, funded by the school district, for the 2008-2009 school year.  Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell and LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.
The Board adjourned to executive session at 8:40 pm to discuss personnel and legal matters.  The Board reconvened at 9:00 pm.  

Mr. Cambest called Mr. Treece so he could vote via telephone.

PERSONNEL
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the employment of the following professional employees, effective August 20, 2008, to teach in areas of their respective certifications and as assigned by the administration.  Employment is contingent upon the receipt of a signed contract and the receipt of all necessary certificates, documentation and pre-employment paperwork:
	
	Name
	Salary
	Step Placement

	1.
	Hope Staats
	$46,973
	Bachelor 4

	2.
	Steven Shannon
	$43,753
	Bachelor 1

	3.
	Kara Petro
	$43,753
	Bachelor 1


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the employment of the following professional employees as long-term substitute teachers, to teach in areas of their respective certifications and as assigned by the administration.  Salary will be prorated to number of days worked, based on a 184-day school year, with no additional benefits.  It is understood that all the necessary documentation and pre-employment paperwork is complete:

	
	Name
	Length of Long-Term Assignment
	Salary

	1.
	Dennis McCollum
	Approximately 5-weeks
	$20,000

	2.
	Chantelle Camp
	Full-year 2008-2009
	$20,000

	3.
	Rebecca Koscho
	Full-year 2008-2009
	$20,000

	4.
	Danielle Lynch
	First semester 2008-2009
	$20,000

	5.
	Kristen Slezak
	Full-year 2008-2009
	$20,000


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the granting of tenure to the following professional employees who have satisfactorily completed three years of service in the State of Pennsylvania:

	1.
	Jaison Blystone
	Social Studies

	2.
	Lori Baker
	Secondary Guidance

	3.
	Joanna Ferencz
	Reading Specialist

	4.
	Karen Marshall
	Music

	5.
	Amanda Ventrone
	Music

	6.
	Mark Zerfoss
	Secondary Guidance


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Joanna Ferencz, reading specialist at Blairsville Elementary School, effective August 19, 2008. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the medical leave of absence request, for health restoration, for employee #0624 for the first semester of the 2008-2009 school year. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation request of Donna Bowen, teacher at Blairsville Middle School, effective August 4, 2008. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Director hereby accepts the resignation request of Dana Metzgar, English teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective August 19, 2008. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.

Mr. Nadonley reported to the Board that this is the second year for the CFF grant and the District received $90, 826 and anticipating an additional $150,826.  This coupled with last year totals $482,826 received for the CFF grant.  Mr. Nadonley received a letter from the Saltsburg Free Library which indicated the library would be closing due to lack of funds but would like to donate the books, copier, computers, shelving to the Saltsburg Libraries.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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