Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

August 19, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Special Voting Meeting on Wednesday, August 19, 2009, in the multipurpose room at the Saltsburg Elementary School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese


Linda Johnson
Michael LaMantia

Brett Treece

Paul Bell, George Rowley and Ed Smith were absent.

Dr. Stephen Whisdosh, Eric Kocsis, Eric Kostic, Jack Cambest, Kathy Himes and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 6:38 pm.
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Treece that in accordance with the provisions of Section 4-405 of the Public School Code of 1949, as amended, due to the absence of Leigh A. Free, board secretary, the Board of Directors does hereby elect Kathy E. Himes as secretary pro tempore for the regular board meeting of August 19, 2009, and said appointment shall be noted in the minutes of said meeting. 
Johnson, LaMantia, Treece, Brown and Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

An executive session was convened at 6:43 p.m.

Meeting was called to order by Ms. Caranese again at 7:50 p.m.
There were no citizens requesting to address the board regarding agenda or non-agenda items.

Mr. LaMantia expressed concerns that he has been receiving phone calls from parents regarding the class sizes of the kindergarten classrooms at Blairsville Elementary School.  His information indicated that the three classrooms would have 26-26-27 students in the rooms with an instructional aide to assist the three teachers. He does not feel that the students will receive an adequate education with that many students in each room.
Dr. Whisdosh explained that when the 2009-2010 budget was prepared and adopted by the board it provided for a certain number of professional staff members.  Dr. Whisdosh is aware of studies that find that there is no significant educational benefit to smaller class sizes unless the classrooms have 12 of fewer students. He will be closely monitoring the sizes of these classrooms and will make a recommendation to the board after the first week of school.
Mr. LaMantia also expressed concern regarding the urgency of hiring a principal for the Blairsville Middle School and a Director of Education for the district.  He does not believe that the board should wait until a full-time, permanent superintendent is in place.

Ms. Caranese said that all the board members agree with Mr. LaMantia’s concerns and will discuss and investigate the issues at future meetings with the board.

Dr. Whisdosh informed the board that he has many issues of concern regarding procedures and policies of the district and will address those concerns with the board at the September 2, 2009, meeting.
FINANCE

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. LaMantia to table action on a contract issue with L. Robert Kimball & Associates until further information can be provided to the board.
Johnson, LaMantia, Treece, Brown and Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Treece to hereby approve the employment of the following professional employees effective August 20, 2009, to teach in areas of their respective certification and as assigned by the administration.  Employment is contingent upon the receipt of a signed contract, within 15 days of official board action, as well as the receipt of all necessary certificates, documentation and pre-employment paperwork (including current Act 34, 114 and 151 clearances):

	
	Name
	Salary
	Step Placement

	1.
	Cheri Kitch
	$43,753
	Bachelor 1

	2.
	Todd McCullough
	$43,753
	Bachelor 1


Johnson, LaMantia, Treece, Brown and Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Treece to hereby approve the attached list of bus drivers and aides for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as employees of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary)
Johnson, LaMantia, Treece, Brown and Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Treece to hereby approve the attached list of spare drivers and aides for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as employees of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary)
Johnson, LaMantia, Treece, Brown and Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Treece to approve the resignation request of Stephen Thomas as health and physical education teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School, for personal reasons, effective August 19, 2009, and authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill the vacancy.

Johnson, LaMantia, Treece, Brown and Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Johnson to approve the bus routes for the 2009-2010 school year.

Johnson, LaMantia, Treece, Brown and Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Treece that the meeting be adjourned at 8:02 p.m.








Beverly K. Caranese, Board President

Kathy E. Himes, Board Secretary Pro Tempore

