REGULAR BOARD MEETING
DECEMBER 3, 2008


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

December 3, 2008

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, December 3, 2008, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese


Linda Johnson
George Rowley


Edward Smith
Michael Smith 


Brett Treece

Paul Bell and Michael LaMantia were absent.

Mr. Nadonley, Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, Zachary Stemerick, Christne Pascoe, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:16 pm.  

Indiana County Technology Center Report – No report.

ARIN Report – No report. 

Legislative Report – No report.

Standing Committee Report –No report. 

State/Federal Programs Update  – No report.

Student Representative Report 
Zachary Stemerick and Christine Pascoe reported the following for SMHS:

· Art students are doing window painting down town.
· Battle of Classes will be held December 22nd.

· The school is organizing an alumni ceremony where alumni will come back and talk to students regarding life after high school.

· Varsity cheerleaders were State champs at competition.

Citizen’s Remarks (Agenda Items Only) – No remarks.
Remarks to Citizens – No remarks to citizens.

FINANCE

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)    M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the attached Accounts Payable be paid.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)   M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the exoneration request from payment of 2008 Per Capita Taxes of Lindsay Cable and Anna Morcheid both from Loyalhanna Township, having met all the parameters establish by the Board of Directors. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Directors hereby approves and accepts the response from the Pennsylvania Department of Education approving the PlanCon Part B:  Schematic Design for the Saltsburg K-12 building project, as received by the district on November 17, 2008, and shall be entered into the official minutes of this meeting as attached. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)   M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that BE IT RESOLVED, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Board of Directors hereby approves and accepts the response from the Pennsylvania Department of Education approving PlanCon Part A:  Project Justification for the Saltsburg K-12 School, as received by the district on November 17, 2008, and shall be entered into the official minutes of this meeting as attached. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)   M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District has determined that there will be no increase in the rate of any tax for the support of its public schools for the 2009-2010 fiscal year by more than the Index established by the Department of Education (Department) for the district:

WHEREAS, the Index for the District is 5.90%. 

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that the District will comply with the procedures as set forth in Section 687 of the Public School Code as it relates to the annual budget for the adoption of its proposed and final budgets;

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that increasing any tax at a rate less than or equal to the established index will be sufficient to balance its final budget;

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that the District will submit information on a proposed increase in the rate of a tax levied for the support of the public schools to the Department on a uniform form prepared by the Department no later than five (5) days after the adoption of this resolution;

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that a copy of this resolution adopted pursuant to Section 311 of the Taxpayer Relief Act of Special Session No. 1 of 2006 will be sent to the Department no later than five (5) days after the adoption of this resolution;

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors recognizes that the District shall not be eligible to seek referendum exceptions under Section 333 (f) of the Taxpayer Relief Act; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors recognizes that the Department shall compare the proposed percentage increase in the rate of the tax with the index; and within ten (10) days of the receipt of the information as required, the Department shall inform the District whether the proposed tax rate increase is less than or equal to the index.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Act 1 of Special Session 2006, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that for the 2009-2010 fiscal year it shall not increase any tax used for the support of the school district by a rate greater than the index of 5.90% as calculated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that:

i. it will not increase any tax at a rate that exceeds the index as calculated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education; and

ii. it will comply with the budgeting procedures set forth in section 687 of the Public School Code, 24 P.S. § 6-687, for the adoption of its proposed and final budgets; and

iii. increasing any tax at a rate less than or equal to the index will be sufficient to balance its final budget.

DULY ADOPTED, by the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District this 3rd day of December 2008.

M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools and the Business Manager, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby adopts the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG

SCHOOL DISTRICT'S EMERGENCY AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES TAX (FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE OCCUPATIONAL PRIVILEGE TAX)

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of The Local Tax Enabling Act, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District enacted an Occupational Privilege Tax wherein the District levies, assesses and collects a tax in the amount of $10.00 on all persons engaging in an occupation in the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District; and

WHEREAS, the amendments to The Local Tax Enabling Act, amended December 1, 2004, (P.L. 1729, No 222), provide that all references to an Occupational Privilege Tax shall be deemed to be a reference to an Emergency and Municipal Services Tax; and

WHEREAS, Act 7 of 2007 renamed the Emergency and Municipal Services Tax as the "Local Services Tax," and provided for other reforms regarding such tax; and

WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District desires to amend the provisions of its Emergency and Municipal Services Tax (formerly known as the Occupational Privilege Tax) to reflect the change in the name of such tax to the Local Services Tax.

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved by the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District that pursuant to Act 7 of 2007, the Emergency and Municipal Services Tax (formerly referred to as the "Occupational Privilege Tax") that is levied, assessed and collected by the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District in the amount of $10.00 on all individuals for the privilege of engaging in an occupation in the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District is hereby amended to change the name of the tax from the Emergency and Municipal Services Tax to the "Local Services Tax." 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Local Services Tax levied, assessed and collected by the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District will be due from all Taxpayers who are subject thereto in accordance with the regulations set forth in the Local Tax Enabling Act, as amended by Act 7 of 2007.

ADOPTED at a meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District held on December 3, 2008.

RESOLVED AND ADOPTED this 3rd day of December, 2008.

Attest:






Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

Leigh Free, Board Secretary



Board President


M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

CURRICULUM

There are no items of business regarding Curriculum.
PERSONNEL
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshops requests:

	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Kaylor, Trisha
BHS
	1. Approval to attend the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics in Washington DC at a total cost of $1,256.
	4/22-25/09

	Kaylor, Greg
BHS
	2. Approval to attend the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics in Washington DC at a total cost of $1,379.
	4/22-25/09


M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	BHS Key Club
	1. Keeper of the Flame nursing home
	No Cost
	12/7/08

	BES Gifted
	2. E-Mission to SES
	$103
Transportation
	12/22/08

	BSSD Challenge Class
	3. Carnegie Science Center
	$410
Transportation
	1/16/09

	SMHS Math
	4. Math Counts Competition at IUJ
	$388
Registration

Transportation
	2/14/09

	SMHS Challenge Class
	5. Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science
	$582
Registration

Meals

Transportation
	2/21/09

	BHS Gifted
	6. Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science
	$585

Registration

Meals

Transportation
	2/21/09

	SMHS Students
	7. Brain Drain Games at BHS
	$505

Registration

Transportation
	4/4/09


M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of John Santoro as Blairsville High School Junior Varsity Boys’ Basketball coach for the 2008-2009. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request, due to retirement, of Lillian Smith, cook/baker at Blairsville Elementary School since September 1991, effective January 31, 2009.  The Board hereby authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request, due to retirement of Theresa A. Hanley, Director of Education and Principal at Blairsville Elementary School, effective July 1, 2009.  Mrs. Hanley has worked in the district as an administrator since January 1992.  The Board of Directors is very appreciative of the years that Mrs. Hanley has devoted to the education of students in the district. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

POLICY

Mr. E. Smith indicated that he voted against the readings of the following policies last month because he did not have an opportunity to read them before voting but has read the policies and is now voting yes.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the second readings and adoption of the following policies as presented by the Policy Committee with adoption date 12/3/08:

	
	Policy #
	Title

	1.
	247
	Anti-Bullying/Cyber Bullying

	2.
	801
	Public Records


M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS

There are no items of Other Business for approval.
Report of the Superintendent – No report.

Report of the Solicitor – No report.
Citizens’ Remarks (non-agenda items)

Janet Ross signed in to inform the Board that the Association collects money to wear jeans on the last Friday of each month and uses the money for community service projects on both sides of the District.  The Association donated turkeys to the food banks and $500 to each food bank in Blairsville and Saltsburg.
Remarks to Citizens 
Gleason Agency delivered four coats to students at our schools.
Mr. E. Smith thanked the school board and administration for allowing the schools to be open for a meeting with PODS districts and County Commissioners.

Ms. Caranese announced there would be an Executive Session held to discuss personnel and litigation items.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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