REGULAR BOARD MEETING
DECEMBER 10, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, PA 15717

December 10, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School district met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Thursday, December 10, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese


Michael LaMantia
Dan McGregor


George Rowley
Ed Smith


Michael Smith
Brett Treece


Mary Whitfield

Dr. Mencer, Eric Kocsis, Leigh Free, Jack Cambest, Tracy Richards, Jay Batsa, Christine Pascoe, Zachary Cable and a group of citizens also attended the meeting. 

Mr. Michael Smith, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm.

Citizens’ Remarks (Agenda items only) – No citizens signed in to address the Board.

Remarks to Citizens – No remarks to citizens.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to approve the minutes of the 

November 4, 2009, Regular Meeting.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  McGregor abstained. Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report - Mr. E. Smith reported that students are doing a great job.  ICTC is looking into an LPN Program in coordination with another school.  They need to see who would be interested.  The Board will be negotiating with teachers the beginning of January.

ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the meeting was business as usual.  There will not be a meeting the month of December.

Legislative Report – Mr. M. Smith reported that the House is planning to vote on adding play-off games to college football.

Standing Committee Report – No report.

State/Federal Program Update – No report.

Student Representative Report

Zachary Cable and Christine Pascoe reported the following for Saltsburg:

· December 12 – Wonderous Winterland

· The new cafeteria is coming along and it will be ready for use after the Christmas break.

· H1N1 and seasonal flu shots were given out last month.

· The annual games for Children’s Hospital will be held on December 22.

· Winter sports in full swing.

· Girl’s Tip-off will be held on Saturday.

· The wrestlers are hard at work.

· The students of SMHS wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

 Citizens’ Remarks (Agenda Items Only) – No remarks.

Board Remarks
Mr. Ed Smith thanked the Board for allowing PODS to use the schools to administer the H1N1 flu shots.  Last Thursday, there were 270 H1N1 shots given. Everything went very well.  There were numerous volunteers available.

Mr. McGregor stated that he is looking forward to his new term.  The Board has a golden opportunity to move ahead.  He is looking forward to looking at what the people are looking for in the contracts.  He stated that by setting aside $750,000 for the future increase in retirement contributions was a wise move.

Mr. Rowley stated that he had a telephone call from a Saltsburg resident who knew of someone who was interested in the superintendent position. He is from the state of Indiana.  He told him to send his information to Kathy Himes.

Mr. Ed Smith stated the Board has the responsibility of getting a Superintendent, Director of Education and a Middle School Principal.  The sports issue is not important when you look at the big picture.  The Board needs to get people hired, contracts negotiated and do important things in the District.

Mr. McGregor stated that maybe the Board should be looking for an Assistant Superintendent and not a Director of Education.  If the District would find itself without a Superintendent in the future, the Assistant Superintendent could assume that position.

Finance

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  (Attachments are available in the office of the Board Secretary.) McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the attached Accounts Payable be paid (Attachments are available in the office of the Board Secretary.) McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to advertise for a sealed bid auction of kitchen equipment in January 2010. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby exonerates the following individuals from Per Capita Taxes for 2009, having met the parameters established by the Board: Melanie Cribbs, Saltsburg; Anna Morhcied, Loyalhanna Township; Sarah Morchied, Loyalhanna Township; Colton Provias, Loyalhanna Township. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that:


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District has determined that there will be no increase in the rate of any tax for the support of its public schools for the 2010-2011 fiscal year by more than the Index established by the Department of Education (Department) for the district:


WHEREAS, the Index for the District is 4.20%. 


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that the District will comply with the procedures as set forth in Section 687 of the Public School Code as it relates to the annual budget for the adoption of its proposed and final budgets;


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that increasing any tax at a rate less than or equal to the established index will be sufficient to balance its final budget;


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that the District will submit information on a proposed increase in the rate of a tax levied for the support of the public schools to the Department on a uniform form prepared by the Department no later than five (5) days after the adoption of this resolution;


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that a copy of this resolution adopted pursuant to Section 311 of the Taxpayer Relief Act of Special Session No. 1 of 2006 will be sent to the Department no later than five (5) days after the adoption of this resolution;


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors recognizes that the District shall not be eligible to seek referendum exceptions under Section 333 (f) of the Taxpayer Relief Act; and,


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors recognizes that the Department shall compare the proposed percentage increase in the rate of the tax with the index; and within ten (10) days of the receipt of the information as required, the Department shall inform the District whether the proposed tax rate increase is less than or equal to the index.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Act 1 of Special Session 2006, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that for the 2010-2011 fiscal year it shall not increase any tax used for the support of the school district by a rate greater than the index of 4.20% as calculated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that:


It will not increase any tax at a rate that exceeds the index as calculated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education; and


It will comply with the budgeting procedures set forth in section 687 of the Public School Code, 24 P.S. § 6-687, for the adoption of its proposed and final budgets; and

increasing any tax at a rate less than or equal to the index will be sufficient to balance its final budget.

DULY ADOPTED, by the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District this 10th day of December 2009.

McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following change orders for the Saltsburg K-12 campus as submitted by L. Robert Kimball & Associates:

	
	Change Order #
	Contractor
	Amount

	1. 
	GC-03
	J.C. Orr & Son, Inc.
	$4,779.89

	2. 
	MC-01
	Weider Services
	$1,004.33


McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes L. Robert Kimball & Associates to inspect/survey the existing steel joist at the site of the Saltsburg K-12 campus project. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Curriculum

There are no Curriculum items.

Personnel

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshop requests:

	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Brida, James

Admin
	1. PA Association of School Business Officials 2010 conference.

Cost to the district will be $655.
	3/9-11/10

	Free, Leigh

Admin
	2. PA Association of School Business Officials 2010 conference.

Cost to the district will be $855.
	3/9-11/10

	Kocsis, Eric

Admin
	3. PA Association of School Business Officials 2010 conference.

Cost to the district will be $855.
	3/9-11/10


McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	BHS – Art
	1. Community window painting
	No cost
	12/11/09

	BHS – Art
	2. Community window painting
	No cost
	12/14/09

	SMHS – 8th, 9th & 10th 
	3. STEM Project-Cherry Hill Manufacturing and Indiana Printing.
	STEM Project Grant
	12/15/09

	BHS – 9th & 10th
	4. A.B.E.L. tour of Cherry Hill Manufacturing and Indiana Printing
	A.B.E.L. Grant
	12/15/09

	SES/SMHS 6,7,8
	5. Math Counts Competition UPJ
	$258
	2/13/10

	BHS – Spanish III & IV
	6. Carnegie Museum of Natural History, tour in Spanish on Egypt.
	$294
	2/26/10

	SMHS – Challenge
	7. PJAS at Slippery Rock University
	$510
	2/27/10

	SES – 2nd Grade
	8. Meet the Orchestra with Lawrence Loh at Heinz Hall
	$200
	3/24/10

	BES – 4th Grade
	9. Punxsutawney Weather Discovery Center.
	$85

PTO to pay transportation
	4/10


McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2009-2010 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Babyak, Leanne
	Apollo
	Elementary

	2. 
	Blystone, Sandra
	Saltsburg
	Nurse

	3. 
	Mowry, James
	Indiana
	Art

	4. 
	Shaulis, Denielle
	Saltsburg
	Elementary

	5. 
	Shuppe, Valetta
	Saltsburg
	Guest Teacher

	6. 
	Tommasini, Joseph
	Derry
	Health & PE

	7. 
	Trausi, Margaret
	Lucernemines
	Guest Teacher


McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as non-professional substitutes for the 2009-2010 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	1. 
	Frain, Tawnya
	Saltsburg
	Aide, Cafeteria

	2. 
	Blystone, Sandra
	Saltsburg
	Cafeteria

	3. 
	Chicka, Debbie
	Saltsburg
	Cafeteria


McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves Albert Shaner, Jr. of Saltsburg as a bus driver, and James Cline of Latrobe as a spare bus aide and caravan driver, for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as an employee of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves Sam Intrieri as a volunteer BHS Boys’ Varsity Basketball coach for the 2009-2010 school year.  It is understood that Mr. Intrieri has submitted all appropriate clearances before any coaching activities. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves Brock Harsh as a volunteer BHS Boys’ Varsity Basketball coach for the 2009-2010 school year.  It is understood that Mr. Harsh has submitted all appropriate clearances before any coaching activities. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves Shawn Battistelli as a volunteer SMHS Varsity Cheerleader coach for the 2009-2010 school year.  It is understood that Ms. Battistelli has submitted all appropriate clearances before any coaching activities. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year contracted position of Joseph Intrieri as BSSD Softball Assistant coach for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $2332. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Laura Thompson as BHS girls’ junior high volleyball assistant coach, effective immediately.  Further, the Board authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the family or medical leave for David McDivitt as established by the parameters set by the Board of Directors, effective immediately.  It is understood that all accumulated leave will be exhausted before any uncompensated leave is used. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Policy

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the second reading and adoption of revised policy #235 – Head Lice. McGregor, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Other Business

There are no Other Business items.

Citizens’ Remarks (Non-Agenda Items) – No remarks.

Response to Citizens – No remarks.

Report of the Solicitor- No report.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. E. Smith that being no further business, the meeting 8:10  pm.


          Michael Smith, Board President

          Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary

