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BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

February 20, 2008

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Regular Monthly Meeting on 

February 20, 2008, in the Cafeteria at the Blairsville Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


Michael LaMantia
George Rowley


Edward Smith
Michael Smith


Brett Treece

Arnie Nadonley, Theresa Hanley, Leigh Free, Jack Cambest, Brittany Conrad, Tyler Elliott and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Ms. Johnson to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2008 Regular Meeting and the January 16, 2008 Special Meeting as presented.  M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Bell and E. Smith voting no.

There was a discussion between the board members regarding the way the minutes of the meetings should be written and entered into the record.  Some members indicated that the minutes should have substance and others that the minutes should reflect only the actions and subject of the matter discussed at the meetings.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. M. Smith reported that he met with the school and shadowed a girl.  Attendance is up from last year.  Negotiations are beginning with the teachers.

ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that last night was the meeting.  All 99 board members will get a copy of the budget.  There will be a 3.75% increase over last year’s budget.

Legislative Report – No report.

Standing Committee Reports – No reports.

Student Representative Reports - Brittany Conrad and Tyler Elliott reported on activities taking place at Blairsville Middle/High School.
Federal & State Programs Update & PSSA Update – Mrs. Hanley reported on the PSSA scores for the school district.

Citizens’ Remarks

Mr. Lloyd S. Robinson, 17750 SR 286W, Saltsburg, signed in to address the Board regarding how to spend money.

Ms. Mary Whitfield, 126 Lloyd Street, Blairsville, signed in to address the Board regarding GCA Impact and the architects, Kimball & Associates.

Remarks to Citizens

Attorney Jack Cambest responded to Ms. Whitfield’s remarks regarding the graduation resolution and the interviewing of architects.

Ms. Linda Johnson responded to citizens’ remarks stating the Board will be careful when spending the money.

FINANCE

The Board discussed the reinstatement of the baseball program.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
(Financial Report available for public review in the Office of the Board Secretary)

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the attached Accounts Payable be paid. (Attachment #2) M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia voting yes to all payments with the exception of cafeteria check #5330 and #5346 to which he abstained.  Motion carried.
(Bill list available for public review in the Office of the Board Secretary)

Motion by M. Smith and seconded by L. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the exoneration request of Paula Porch of Saltsburg Borough for the 2007 Per Capita Taxes, having met all the parameters established by the Board of Directors.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by M. Smith and seconded by L. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby reinstates the baseball program for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District for the 2007-2008 school year at a cost to the district of $12,000.  M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by M. Smith and seconded by L. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the agreement contract between the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and L. Robert Kimball & Associates of Ebensburg, PA, as presented and distributed on February 6, 2008, with terms specifically addressed in the contract.  Furthermore, the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the appropriate officers to execute the documents as presented.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia and E. Smith voting no.   Motion carried.
Motion by M. Smith and seconded by L. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the budget transfers listed for Batch #25602.  (Attachment #3)  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by M. Smith and seconded by L. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the rental of a cargo van for use on the Saltsburg campuses from 12th Congressional Region Equipment Company, Inc. at $315 per month, not to exceed $2,205 per year.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith abstained.  Motion carried.
CURRICULUM
There are no Curriculum Items.

PERSONNEL
The following item was removed from the agenda:
	Board Members

(Possible 2)
	1. To attend the National School Board Associations conference in Orlando, FL, at an estimated cost of $2120 per person.
	3/29-4/1/08


Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshop requests:
	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Bowen, Donna

BMS
	2. Using Differentiated Teaching Strategies.  Costs:  $195 registration; $50 travel; $25 meals; $75 substitute; $80 lodging (to share with Barbara Stile).  Total $425.
	3/5-6/08

	Stile, Barbara

BMS
	3. Using Differentiated Teaching Strategies.  Costs:  $195 registration; $25 meals; $75 substitute.  Total $295
	3/5-6/08

	McCloskey, Yolande
BMHS
	4. PA School Librarian’s Association annual conference in Hershey.  Costs:  $145 registration; $210 travel; $90 meals; $150 substitutes; $340 lodging.  Total $935.
	5/1-2/08

	Johnson, Shirley
BES
	5. International Reading Association Annual Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.  Costs:  $325 registration; $219 travel; $150 meals; $1,200 lodging.  Total $1,794.
	5/5-8/08


M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	SMHS Majorettes
	1. TIA Contest at McKeesport High School
	$222
	2/23/08

	BHS 9th Grade
	2. ICTC Shadowing
	$84
	2/28/08

	BHS 11th Grade
	3. College Fair at the David Lawrence Convention Center
	$211
	2/29/08

	SMHS Majorettes
	4. TIA Contest at Windber High School
	$275
	3/1/08

	SMHS 
	5. Heritage Conference Cook-Off at IUP
	$153
	3/10/08

	SES & BES Music
	6. PMEA District 3 SongFest
	$697.30
	3/14/08

	BMHS Majorettes
	7. Bedford County Majorette
	TBD
	3/15/08

	SES Kindergarten
	8. Pittsburgh Children’s Museum
	$377
	3/19/08

	SMHS Sophomores
	9. Kiwanis Regional Leadership Workshop at IUP
	$112
	3/19/08

	BHS Chorus
	10. PMEA Region II
	$195
	3/26-29/08

	SMHS Majorettes
	11. Cambria County Contest
	$332
	3/29/08

	BMHS Majorettes
	12. Cambria County Contest
	TBD
	3/29/08

	SMHS Challenge Class
	13. Second Mile Leadership Institute.
	Transportation  costs TBD
	3/30/08

	BHS FBLA
	14. State Leadership Conference
	$3762
	3/31-4/2/08

	SMHS Majorettes
	15. TIA Contest at Connellsville
	$220
	4/5/08

	BMHS Majorettes
	16. Blair County Contest
	TBD
	4/5/08

	SES 6th Grade
	17. PMEA District 3 Band Fest
	TBD
	4/11/08

	BHS Brain Drain Team
	18. Brain Drain Games at Apollo-Ridge High School
	$438
	4/12/08

	SMHS Majorettes
	19. Indiana Competition at BHS
	$161
	4/19/08

	BMHS Majorettes
	20. Indiana County Contest
	TBD
	4/19/08

	SMHS Majorettes
	21. TIA Championship at Avonworth
	$267
	4/26/08

	BES 5th Grade
	22. Lutherlyn Environmental Education Center
	$2210
	4/29-30/08

	SES 1st Grade
	23. Carnegie Museum
	PTA
	4/30/08

	SMHS Majorettes
	24. TIA All-Chapter Championship at Wildwood, NJ.
	Group
	5/1-4/08

	SMHS Eco Team
	25. Indiana County Envirothon at Blue Spruce Park
	$228
	5/7/08

	BES 1st Grade
	26. National Aviary and Playhouse Jr.
	$87 & PTO
	5/7/08

	BES 3rd Grade
	27. Fort Ligonier
	$75 & PTO
	5/8/08

	BMS Student Council
	28. Student Council Day at PNC Park
	$460
	5/8/08

	SES 5th Grade
	29. Gettysburg National Battlefield
	$2400
	5/8/08

	BMS 6th Grade
	30. Outdoor Classroom Math in Motion at Idlewild Park
	$489
	5/22/08

	BHS Spanish IV
	31. Mallorca Restaurant authentic Spanish experience
	$180
	5/23/08


M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2007-2008 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	West, Heath
	Indiana
	Music

	2. 
	Dull, Lindsey
	Avonmore
	Elementary

	3. 
	Bechtold, David
	Johnstown
	Social Studies


M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following non-professional substitutes for the 2007-2008 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	4. 
	Raypush, Wendy
	Saltsburg
	Aide, noon-hr., copy aide

	5. 
	Reisinger, Beverly
	Blairsville
	Attendance, cafeteria aide, copy aide, aide, secretary


M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of Hope Staats as a long-term substitute teacher at Blairsville Middle School from January 28, 2008, through the end of the 2007-2008 school year, prorated to number of days worked based on a 184-day/year at $20,000 with no additional benefits. M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the request of Michele Sisitki, elementary teacher at Blairsville Elementary School, for leave without pay under the provisions of Article XIII, Leaves, Paragraph C, with an effective commencement date and return to work date to be provided to the District by the employee, provided, however, that such unpaid leave shall not exceed twelve (12) months, as provided for under Article XIII, paragraph C.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the request of Diane Antonacci, elementary teacher and reading specialist at Saltsburg Elementary School, for leave without pay under the provisions of Article XIII, Leaves, Paragraph C, with an effective commencement date and return to work date to be provided to the District by the employee, provided, however, that such unpaid leave shall not exceed twelve (12) months, as provided for under Article XIII, paragraph C.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of Melissa Hall as a long-term substitute teacher for Saltsburg Elementary School from March 17, 2008, through the end of the 2007-2008 school year, prorated to number of days worked based on a 184-day/year at $20,000, with no additional benefits.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves Elmer Mottillo of Blairsville as a spare bus driver and Richard Erickson of Shelocta as a bus aide for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as an employee of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the additional bereavement day request of Joanna Ferencz, reading specialist at Blairsville Elementary School for January 25, 2008.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Valerie DeMarines as Blairsville junior high girls’ volleyball, effective immediately.  The position has been posted as per contract directives.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Matt Doak as assistant girls’ track coach, effective immediately.  The position has been posted as per contract directives.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year supplemental contract (2007-2008) for James Buckles as Blairsville junior high girls’ volleyball, at a contracted salary of $2275.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation, due to retirement, request of Jane Kokolis, elementary teacher Blairsville Elementary School, effective the last day of the 2007-2008 school year.  Mrs. Kokolis has been employed with the district for 35 years.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation, due to retirement, request of James Orvosh, elementary teacher Blairsville Elementary School, effective the last day of the 2007-2008 school year.  Mr. Orvosh has been employed with the district for nearly 35 years.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation, due to retirement, request of Joanne Stefanelli, elementary teacher Blairsville Elementary School, effective the last day of the 2007-2008 school year.  Ms. Stefanelli has been employed with the district for 35 years.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation, due to retirement, request of Susan Jack, reading specialist at Blairsville Elementary School, effective the last day of the 2007-2008 school year.  Ms. Jack has been employed with the district for 23 years.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation, due to retirement, request of Karen Smith, reading specialist at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective the last day of the 2007-2008 school year.  Ms. Smith has been employed with the district for 8 years.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to comply with grievance #06/07-4 agreement between the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and the Blairsville-Saltsburg Education Association, effective February 20, 2008.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of Lisa Henning as a long-term substitute teacher at Blairsville Elementary School from February 18, 2008, through the end of the 2007-2008 school year, prorated to number of days worked based on a 184-day/year at $20,000 with no additional benefits.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Kevin Stoner as junior high volleyball coach for the 2007-2008 school year, effective February 20, 2008.  Furthermore, the Board of Directors authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by L. Brown and seconded by M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves for Amber Eiler of Apollo to serve as a substitute for the 2007-2008 school year in an elementary capacity.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

POLICY
There are no policy items at this time.

OTHER BUSINESS
Motion by M. Smith and seconded by L. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to pursue the use of a bachelor-of-science degree personnel to serve as non-certified substitute teachers, under an emergency certification program with written approval and advice from the Pennsylvania Department of Education, target date to begin with the 2008-2009 school year.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by M. Smith and seconded by L. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby adopts the discipline report, discussion and memorandum of understanding dated January 3, 2008.  The hearing on this matter was scheduled for December 21, 2007, involving the alleged violation of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District student disciple code for student #74986.  M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Report of the Superintendent – Mr. Nadonley announced that following the meeting, there would be an Executive Session held to discuss labor issues.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.
The Board discussed the coordination of the voting lines and attendance lines in the Lewisville area.  Some of the Board members would like to survey parents in the newly created voting Region II to see which school they would want their children to attend.  This stemmed from a request from several parents in the Lewisville area to provide bus transportation for their children to Blairsville schools.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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