BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

February 28, 2008

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Workshop/Voting  Meeting on February 28, 2008, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


Edward Smith
Michael Smith (joined meeting by telephone@ approx. 8:43 pm)

Brett Treece

Michael LaMantia and George Rowley were absent from the meeting.

Arnie Nadonley, Leigh Free, Gary Matta, Eric Koscis, Eric Kostic and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the workshop meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.  
Ms. Caranese stated that Mr. Michael Smith was unable to attend the meeting this evening and would like to be involved in any discussion or votes.  She asked Mr. Matta if that was okay and he stated it would be fine if Mr. Smith could hear any debate and the Board would have to hear his responses. Mr. Matta indicated the principal was attempting to get a speaker phone, unfortunately, this request could not be accommodated.  Mr. Matta indicated he would attempt to use his cell phone if the time comes that this is necessary.  Mr. Matta indicated that under the Milk Board case voting by telephonic means is permissible.  

L. Robert Kimball & Associates was present at the Board meeting to review their findings from touring and researching the district buildings.  Their presentation consisted of:

· Overview/History

· Existing Building Condition Summary

· Strategic Priorities

· Options (Aligned with Strategic Priorities)

· Next Steps

The Board discussed the presentation, asked questions of Mr. Pierce of Kimball & Associates, and gave opinions.
Citizens’ Remarks

Pam Rado, Saltsburg resident, addressed the Board regarding transportation costs being deducted from the savings of consolidation.

Lloyd Robinson, Saltsburg resident, addressed the Board regarding using the money to renovate the Saltsburg buildings and not build a new building.

John Hanna, Saltsburg resident, addressed the Board regarding the need to slow down and study the needs of the school district before making any sudden decision.

Dan McGregor, Saltsburg resident, addressed the Board regarding the need to move forward with a program.  Many studies have already been completed.

Thomas Meloy, Saltsburg resident, addressed the Board regarding the need to slow down and look at the impact that a Plan C may have on the organizational and educational structure if buildings were constructed in a campus setting.

Discussion with Board and Architect regarding the presentation and what direction to take.
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Motion by Ms. Johnson to pursue and allow the architects to investigate Option C.  Ms. Brown seconded the motion.

At approximately 8:43 pm Mr. Matta made contact with Mr. Mike Smith via his cell phone.  He asked Mr. Smith to announce his name to verify his identity and confirmed that he was able to hear the meeting and the Board was able to hear him.
Mr. Bell asked if Mr. M. Smith has been on the line to hear the discussion and Mr. Matta replied that he was not but he is going to inform him of what has taken place.  Mr. Matta informed Mr. M. Smith there was a motion and a second to move with plan C which is to keep all of the students of Saltsburg in some type of building in Saltsburg and not to move toward consolidation.  Mr. M. Smith confirmed he heard Mr. Matta’s explanation.
Mr. Ed Smith asked for clarification that Option C was to look at renovating buildings and/or building an additional structure but to keep students in Saltsburg.  Mr. Matta responded yes.
Being no further questions from the Board, a roll call vote was taken.  
E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.

Mr. Bell asked if Ms. Carnese would allow the administration to schedule special meetings in the future in an effort to coordinate dates that would be agreeable to more members of the Board instead of just announcing a specific date for a meeting.  Mr. E. Smith agreed that would take pressure off Ms. Caranese and cited the example of the architects suddenly setting the date for the tour in Blairsville.

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.



Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary

