REGULAR BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 4, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

February 4, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, February 4, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell 
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson 


Michael LaMantia
George Rowley


Michael Smith
Edward Smith
 


Brett Treece

Mr. Nadonley, Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, Tracy Richards, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:19 pm.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2009, Regular Voting Meeting and the January 21, 2009, Special Meeting.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that the auditors spoke to the Board regarding the recent audit.  The Board is working on teacher negotiations.  Board members will shadow an ICTC student.  Mr. Smith will be shadowing a student from Saltsburg.
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the meeting was held two weeks ago and they worked on contracts with the Superintendent and other Act 34 people.  The Board appointed a committee to meet with these people to discuss their contract expectations.  Otherwise, the meeting was business as usual. 

Legislative Report – No report.

Standing Committee Report –No report. 

State/Federal Programs Update  – Mr. Nadonley reported that he received an e-mail from NSBA with information regarding the stimulus package.  We are supposed to receive an increase of $122,000 for Title I and $243,000 for special education.  The District may receive $467,900 for construction costs.  These figures are for the first year of the package.  If the stimulus package goes through we could be looking at $1,256,200 in additional funding over the next two years.
Eric Kocsis reported that the State budget is showing a 3.65% increase in basic subsidy for BSSD.  Most other Indiana County schools are only going to receive a 2% increase.  This is according to the preliminary roll out of the State budget.

There was discussion regarding the items that were submitted to PDE as stimulus package expenditures and what the government takes into consideration when giving money to school districts.

Student Representative Report – Zachary Stemerick reported the following for SMHS:
· Girl’s basketball team is second and third in conference.
· The musical, “Beauty and the Beast”, will be held on April 2, 3, and 4.  The Director is making arrangements for the leads to go into the elementary school to do some key scenes for the students.

· Track pre-conditioning has begun.

· A couple students will attend a seminar at Slipper Rock University this Sunday pertaining to training for the track program.

Citizen’s Remarks (agenda items only) – No citizens signed in to address the Board.
Remarks to Citizens – No remarks to citizens.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley to amend the agenda to include the following resolution:

The Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation of Arnold J. Nadonley as Superintendent of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as set forth in his resignation letter dated February 4, 2008.

LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation of Arnold J. Nadonley as Superintendent of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as set forth in his resignation letter dated February 4, 2008.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Mr. Bell accepted Mr. Nadonley’s resignation with regret.  Ms. Caranese thanked Mr. Nadonley for his service to the District and for helping the new school board members.

FINANCE

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  (Attachment is available in the office of the Board Secretary.) E. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the attached Accounts Payable be paid. (Attachment is available in the office of the Board Secretary.) E. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of individuals who have requested exoneration from the payment of 2008 Per Capita Taxes, having met the parameters established by the Board of Directors:

	
	Name
	Township/Borough

	1.
	Melanie Buskey
	Loyalhanna

	2.
	Robert Buskey, III
	Loyalhanna


LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the necessary budgetary transfers as per attached vouchers #027900 & #027901. (Attachment is available in the office of the Board Secretary.) LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

CURRICULUM

There were no items to approve for business regarding Curriculum.
PERSONNEL
Mr. E. Smith questioned the fact that we are sending five (5) coaches to a Nike Clinic and the fact that not all the coaches have a two year contract and may not be reappointed.  In addition, Mr. Smith indicated that he would like to direct the Business Manager to contact the principals and have them try to cut their budget by 7%.  He would like to add a resolution later in the meeting.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshops requests:

	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Frassenei, Tim
Berkey, Jim

Moore, Jerry

Wilson, Matt

Richards, Glenn

SMHS
	1. Approval to attend the 2009 Nike Coach of the Year Clinic in Pittsburgh.  Costs include $375 for registration; $35 travel; $85 substitute; $156 lodging.
	2/27-3/1/09


	Kocsis, Eric
Free, Leigh

Brida, James

Administration
	2. Approval to attend the annual PASBO conference in Valley Forge.  Total cost to the district will be $2,029.25 for registration, travel, meals, and lodging.
	3/31-4/2/09


LaMantia, Rowley, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith voting no. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	SMHS

Wellness Class
	1. Rock Hard Fitness Center
	$21
Transportation
	Four dates throughout year

	BHS Junior Class Students
	2. Pittsburgh National College Fair
	$236
Transportation
	2/6/09

	BHS 9th Grade
	3. ICTC Shadowing
	$92
Transportation
	2/10/09

	BHS Key Club
	4. Blairsville Senior Center
	$26
Transportation
	2/12/09

	SMHS 9th & 10th Grade
	5. Stem Project of Indiana County at Quintech
	$147.50
Transportation

½ day Sub
	2/26/09

	SMS Gifted Support
	6. PA Middle School Computer Fair
	$228
Transportation

Substitute
	3/30/09

	BES 4th Grade
	7. Punxsutawney Weather Discovery Center
	$85

Substitute
	4/24/09

	SMHS Eco Action
	8. Blue Spruce State Park
	$225

Transportation

Substitute
	5/6/09

	BES 2nd Grade
	9. Pittsburgh Zoo
	$85

Substitute
	5/18/09

	BES 3rd Grade
	10. Blairsville Historical Trip
	$85

Substitute
	5/20/09

	BHS/BMS Students
	11.  PJAS at Slippery Rock University
	$847

Registration

Meals

Transportation
	2/21/09


LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the competition requests for the Saltsburg junior and senior high majorettes to participate in various events, with the total district cost for transportation not to exceed $1350, for the 2008-2009 school year. LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves two additional competitions for the Blairsville junior and senior high majorettes being held on February 28, 2008, at Windber High School and March 1, 2009, at Elderton High School.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Ager, Kathleen
	Blairsville
	English (homebound only)

	2. 
	Allen, Aaron
	Indiana
	Elementary

	3. 
	Bukosky, Adam
	Indiana
	Music

	4. 
	Culleiton, Elizabeth
	Apollo
	Elementary

	5. 
	Davis, Susan
	Sidman
	Elementary; Reading Specialist

	6. 
	Glass, Donald
	Blairsville
	Social Studies

	7. 
	Hogue, Jayne
	Blairsville
	Chemistry

	8. 
	Keller, Nathan
	Irwin
	Elementary

	9. 
	Piper, Karyl
	Latrobe
	Elementary

	10. 
	Rodgers, Jennifer
	Apollo
	Health & PE

	11. 
	Shirley, Nicole
	Indiana
	Biology

	12. 
	Walters, Amanda
	Latrobe
	Elementary/Special Education


LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the employment status of Dan Shearer to full-time morning shift at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective January 26, 2009, with salary and benefits as per the bargaining unit contract.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Kristen Stine as 5.5 hour/day custodian at Blairsville Elementary School, effective February 4, 2009, with salary and benefits as per the bargaining unit contract. LaMantia, Rowley, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith voting no. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Kimberly Ferguson as a professional employee to teach in certification areas as assigned by the Board of Directors and the administration at the third step of the master salary scale of $47,793, with an effective hire date of February 4, 2009. LaMantia, Rowley, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes. E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the posting and/or advertising for all supplemental contracted positions for the 2009-2010 school year. LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Memorandum of Understanding between the district and the Blairsville-Saltsburg Education Association for the modification to the Early Retirement Incentive Program extending the notification date from March 1, 2009 to April 1, 2009. (Attachment is available in the office of the Board Secretary.) LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following one-year contracted supplemental positions for the 2008-2009 school year:

	1.
	Molly Carr
	SMHS Jr. High Girls’ Volleyball Head Coach
	$2332

	2.
	Chantel Colinet
	SMHS Jr. High Girls’ Volleyball Assist. Coach
	$2332

	3.
	Josh Cunningham
	BSSD Varsity Softball Head Coach
	$3277

	4.
	John Rovison
	BSSD Varsity Softball Assist. Coach
	$2332


LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

POLICY
Mr. Bell asked to make an addendum to Policy #010 as follows:

No Board member shall, for the purpose of obtaining bids, offers, or solicitations for bids or offers of goods and services for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District, or for the purpose of seeking the availability of such goods or services, contact or discuss the same with providers of such goods or services without direct authorization of the Board given at a duly called public meeting.

Mr. Cambest explained that the Board can consider the addendum for the second reading of the policy.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the first reading of the following policy as presented by the Policy Committee:

	
	Policy #
	Title

	1.
	010
	Conflict of Interest/Anti-Influence


LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS
There are no items of other business for approval at this time.
Report of the Superintendent- No report.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.
Citizens’ Comments (non-agenda items) – No citizens signed in to address the Board.
Board Comments

Mr. M. Smith stated that if we consider cutting back on the budget, we need to make sure we are not sacrificing anything with the students’ education.  We do not want to hurt the kids.  If we need the reading specialist, we should hire one.

Mr. Bell stated that he saw in the Indiana Gazette that Kimball’s was hired by another school district to conduct a feasibility study and they recommended that the PA Economy League look into the future demographics of that district.  Mr. Bell would like a resolution put on the agenda to have the PA Economy League do a study on our school district.

Ms. Johnson explained that when the Personnel and Curriculum Committees met, they discussed the need for the reading specialist.

The Board had continued discussion regarding the funding of education.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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