SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 25, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

February 25, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Wednesday, February 25, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese



Linda Johnson 
George Rowley


Michael Smith
Edward Smith
 


Brett Treece

Paul Bell and Michael LaMantia were absent.

Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 6:34 pm.

The architects, L. Robert Kimball & Associates, presented the revised feasibility study.  Due to a citizens’ complaint the study was revised and changes were made recommended by PDE.  Mr. Cambest informed the Board and public that PDE required no substantive changes but consisted of simply reformatting existing data.

At 7:10 pm, the Board recessed for an executive session to discuss Personnel items.  The Board reconvened at 7:58 pm.

Mr. Cambest announced that the agenda would be amended to include a resolution to create a position of Groundskeeper/Custodian.  He asked for public comment.  

Mr. Ed Smith stated that he would be voting no because over the last couple months he has been asking for a freeze on hiring.  He stated we should look at each position and not hire at this time.

FINANCE

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby adopts the District-Wide Facility Study Addendum prepared by L. Robert Kimball & Associates Architects and Engineers dated February 2009. This study shall be submitted to the Pennsylvania Department of Education with the request to withdrawal the August 2009 Study and void the current PlanCon project 3477 emanating from the August 2009 Study. Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley and E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby selects and moves forward with Option 1 in the District-Wide Facility Study Addendum prepared by L. Robert Kimball & Associates Architects and Engineers dated February 2009. Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley and E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves new PlanCon Parts A and B submittals for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley and E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves for the Architect to proceed with PlanCon B Schematic Design review with the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley and E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
PERSONNEL
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the official date of March 6, 2009, as a release date for Mr. Arnold J. Nadonley, as superintendent of school in accordance with the acceptance of his resignation request of February 4, 2009. Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley to amend the Personnel section of the agenda to include the following resolution:

The Board of Directors hereby approves the elimination of the part-time custodian position and creating a full-time groundskeeper/custodian position with salary and benefits according the current collective bargaining agreement.
Johnson, Rowley, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes. E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the elimination of the part-time custodian position and creating a full-time groundskeeper/custodian position with salary and benefits according the current collective bargaining agreement. Johnson, Rowley, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes. E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
OTHER
Mr. Rowley informed the Board that they should be getting a copy of the IU budget.  Because our preliminary budget is approved in May and final budget in June, the IU adopts their budget early so the school districts can budget.
Ms. Johnson stated that in response to Mr. E. Smith’s comments, the Board will be reviewing all positions.

Citizens’ Remarks (Non-Agenda Items)

Mr. John Warnick, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding letters from PDE.  He indicated the letters stated the program was voided and asked for an explanation.  He reviewed a number of home foreclosures in the District.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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