SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 21, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

January 21, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Wednesday, January 21, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell
Linda Brown (arrived 6:40 pm)


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


Michael LaMantia (arrived 6:42 pm)
George Rowley


Edward Smith
Michael Smith 


Brett Treece

Mr. Nadonley, Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.  

Mr. Nadonley informed the Board of an e-mail he received regarding future projects that the district may want to undertake.  The information requested was for any projects the school district was anticipating that are not currently in the planning process.  The information was requested by PDE in response to the stimulus package proposed by President Obama.

Brian Hayes from R. Kimball Architects presented the latest building plan and did an overview of the PlanCon D & E documents which will be submitted to PDE.

Citizen’s Remarks (Agenda Items Only) 

Dr. Thomas Meloy, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding PlanCon items and archeological survey which is on this evening’s agenda.  He asked the Board not to take action on these resolutions and to table them due to correspondence received from PDE regarding the building program.  He indicated that he previously requested correspondence between the District and PDE and has not be given the correspondence.

Remarks to Citizens
Mr. Cambest responded that the letter Dr. Meloy was referring to was a legal issue.  Any pre-decisional correspondence, such as the letter from PDE is not public information.  He read the letter from PDE and informed the public that the District has sent every feasibility study that has been done since 2003.

FINANCE

Mr. Bell questioned the letter that was given to the Board from PDE indicating the process was being stopped until certain information was submitted.  He indicated the letter was dated January 7, 2009, but the received stamp was January 15, 2009.  

There was discussion among the Board regarding the Saltsburg building project.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to amend the Finance section of the agenda to include the following resolution:
The Board of Directors hereby approves site services for the site of the building addition and renovation at Saltsburg as recommended by L. Robert Kimball & Associates representative Brian Hayes at a cost of $3,700.00.

M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith Bell, LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to approve PlanCon D for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith, Bell, LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to approve PlanCon E for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith, Bell, LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith for the Architect to proceed with PlanCon E Design Development review with the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith, Bell, LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith for the Architect to continue with the Construction Document Phase and complete PlanCon F for Board approval for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith, Bell, LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves an archeological survey for the site of the building addition and renovation at Saltsburg as recommended by L. Robert Kimball & Associates representative Brian Hayes at a cost of $1,133.64. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith, Bell, LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves site services for the site of the building addition and renovation at Saltsburg as recommended by L. Robert Kimball & Associates representative Brian Hayes at a cost of $3,700.00. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith, Bell, LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia to amend the Personnel section of the agenda to include the following resolution:

The Board of Directors hereby places a freeze on hiring for the remainder for the 2008-2009 school year.

Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, LaMantia voting yes.  Johnson and Caranese voting no. Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation request of Charles Jones custodian for the district for over 25 years, due to retirement, effective January 12, 2009.  The Board of Directors authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy. Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby places a freeze on hiring for the remainder for the 2008-2009 school year. Rowley, E. Smith, Bell, LaMantia voting yes.  M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting no.  Motion not carried.

POLICY

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the second reading of Policy #214b Positive Behavior Support Policy for Individuals with Disabilities and adoption of the policy. Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

OTHER
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Ms. Johnson that the Board of Directors hereby approves of the disposal of the stage curtains from the Saltsburg Middle/High School auditorium after installation of the new curtains is complete. Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Citizens’ Remarks (Non-Agenda Items)

Dr. Thomas Meloy, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, addressed the Board regarding Policy 801 and Right to Know Law.  He expressed concern that the district is charging $.50 per page for copies and the law says the cost has to be competitive with the market and recommends between $.10 and $.25.

John Warnick, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding Armstrong School – Tax – School.  He indicated that the Indiana Gazette ran an article regarding the uncertainty of people in their ability to pay the school taxes.  Since Blairsville has nearly the highest taxes in PA, people are going to have trouble paying them.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm.  


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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