REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 5, 2011


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

January 5, 2011

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Meeting on Wednesday, January 5, 2011, in the cafeteria at the Blairsville Middle/High School with the following members present:


Beverly Caranese
Michael LaMantia


Dan McGregor
George Rowley


Edward Smith
Michael Smith


Brett Treece
Mary Whitfield

Linda Brown was absent.

Dr. Tammy Whitfield, Ian Magness, Eric Kocsis, Leigh Free, Jack Cambest, Jay Batsa, Debra Shirley and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Mr. Ed Smith, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:26 pm.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. McGregor to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2010, Reorganization Meeting, the December 7, 2010, Regular Meeting and the December 13, 2010, Special Voting Meeting. LaMantia, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  M. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that the ICTC would like our school district’s input on the first day of school for next year.  The Superintendents will meet and make a recommendation regarding the calendar.  If anyone has any comments give to Ed and he will present the information.
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that there was no meeting scheduled for December.  The next meeting will be held in two weeks.
PSBA Report – Ms. Whitfield reported that PSBA is keeping a close watch on the new governor.  He is a voucher advocate.  It is possible school districts will see a loss in subsidy.  The US Education Secretary is urging all schools to enhance their foreign language programs.  It is important to allow our students to become somewhat fluent upon graduation.  We would benefit from having a foreign language program in the elementary school. 

Standing Committee Report – Mr. E. Smith reported there is a TTC meeting tomorrow at 10:00 am.  The Committee will be meeting with Berkheimer to hear how they are going to educate local businesses and employees in Indiana County regarding the new taxing structure.
Mr. Mike Smith questioned the penalty that is imposed on the EIT tax if it is not paid quarterly.  Mr. E. Smith will question Berkheimer at the meeting.
Mr. LaMantia (Finance Committee Chair) reported that the 2011 State subsidy will suffer.  In 2009 there was Stimulas money, in 2010 the State gave us money, in 2011, there is no money coming from the federal government to help subsidize the budget – no increase in the basic ed funding.  The Board needs to be prepared for financial difficulties and we need to have both long term and short term plans.

Mr. McGregor (Curriculum Committee Chair) reported that three months ago he asked for a full scale curriculum study.  He indicated that we are currently making great strides in the reading program.

State and Federal Program Report – No report.

Student Representative Report – No report.

Citizens Comments (Agenda Items Only) – No citizens signed in to address the Board.

Board Comments – No Board comments.
FINANCE

Mr. LaMantia asked Mr. Kocsis to talk about the resolution regarding the budget and not raising taxes above the index.  Mr. Kocsis explained that we do not want to go above the index of 2% and feels that we will be fine with the budget.  Several reasons:  managed staffing in 2010-2011 and will do again in 2011-2012, settlement of one of the outstanding contracts, this is the last year we are planning to use the fund balance, the district will receive additional revenue from the KOEZ zone of approximately $275,000.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached Financial Report and placed on file as Attachment #1.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.) LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves bills paid from the school district funds since the last regular meeting of the Board on December 7, 2010, through December 31, 2010.  (Attachment #2)  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.) LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the audit report of June 30, 2005 and 2006 prepared by Pennsylvania Department of Education Division of Budget. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the audit report of June 30, 2007 and 2008 prepared by Pennsylvania Department of Education Division of Budget and included with agenda mailing. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that:


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District has determined that there will be no increase in the rate of any tax for the support of its public schools for the 2011-2012 fiscal year by more than the Index established by the Department of Education (Department) for the district:


WHEREAS, the Index for the District is 2%. 


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that the District will comply with the procedures as set forth in Section 687 of the Public School Code as it relates to the annual budget for the adoption of its proposed and final budgets;


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that increasing any tax at a rate less than or equal to the established index will be sufficient to balance its final budget;


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that the District will submit information on a proposed increase in the rate of a tax levied for the support of the public schools to the Department on a uniform form prepared by the Department no later than five (5) days after the adoption of this resolution;


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors hereby certifies that a copy of this resolution adopted pursuant to Section 311 of the Taxpayer Relief Act of Special Session No. 1 of 2006 will be sent to the Department no later than five (5) days after the adoption of this resolution;


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors recognizes that the District shall not be eligible to seek referendum exceptions under Section 333 (f) of the Taxpayer Relief Act; and,


WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors recognizes that the Department shall compare the proposed percentage increase in the rate of the tax with the index; and within ten (10) days of the receipt of the information as required, the Department shall inform the District whether the proposed tax rate increase is less than or equal to the index.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Act 1 of Special Session 2006, the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that for the 2011-2012 fiscal year it shall not increase any tax used for the support of the school district by a rate greater than the index of 2% as calculated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby certifies that:

i. it will not increase any tax at a rate that exceeds the index as calculated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education; and

ii. it will comply with the budgeting procedures set forth in section 687 of the Public School Code, 24 P.S. § 6-687, for the adoption of its proposed and final budgets; and

iii. increasing any tax at a rate less than or equal to the index will be sufficient to balance its final budget.


DULY ADOPTED, by the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District this 5th day of January 2011.

LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes continued participation in the Northwestern Pennsylvania Regional Wide Area Network consortium and authorizes and directs the executing of a necessary regional wide are network service agreement between the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and ARIN Intermediate Unit 28. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the necessary budget transfers as submitted on voucher #BT10-11-12. (Attachment #3) (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.) LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Curriculum

There are no Curriculum items for approval at this time.

 Personnel
Ms. Caranese expressed concern over the FBLA trip that will be costing the district over $4,000. Dr. Whitfield explained that this is a State competition and there are eight students going to compete with over 10,000 students across the state.  This is a very good opportunity.  Next year students will pursue fund raising activities to help lower the cost.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	SMHS – 9th Grade
	1. ICTC Shadowing
	$114

Transportation
	1/12/11

	BHS – 9th Grade
	2. ICTC Shadowing
	$96
Transportation
	1/12/11

	SMHS – Technology
	3. Student Technology Mentors Program at ARIN
	$170

Substitutes
	1/19-11

3/3/11

	BHS – Freshman
	4. STEM Career Exploration at Penn DOT
	Funded by grant
	2/9/11

	SES/SMHS – Gifted Support
	5. Math Counts competition at UPJ. Transportation costs are approximate.
	$130
Registration

Transportation
	2/12/11

	BHS – FBLA
	6. State Leadership Conference at Hershey
	$4646

Registration

Transportation

Lodging

Substitutes
	4/3-6/11

	SES – Kindergarten
	7. Carnegie Science Center
	PTA funded
	5/20/11


LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2010-2011 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Duffy, Angela
	Greensburg
	Spanish

	2. 
	Brady, Brian
	Vandergrift
	Business, ML Math

	3. 
	Saylor, Benjamin
	Indiana
	Music


LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as non-professional substitutes for the 2010-2011 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	4. 
	Allshouse, Teresa
	Clarksburg
	Cafeteria


LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following spare bus drivers and aides for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as employees of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817.

	
	Name
	Residence

	5. 
	Allen, Jerry
	Blairsville


LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Melissa Maryai as noon-hour supervisor for Blairsville Elementary School, effective January 7, 2011.  Furthermore, the Board of Directors authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the memorandum of understanding between the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and the Blairsville-Saltsburg Educational Support Personnel for employee #0253, contingent upon execution of the agreement, by January 10, 2011. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation/retirement from employment with the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District, effective January 21, 2011, for employee #0719. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Family or Medical Leave of Absence for Jessica Scardina, elementary teacher at Blairsville Elementary School, from December 20, 2010, through January 19, 2011, having met all the necessary requirements for this leave of absence.  It is understood that all accumulated leave days will be used before any unpaid leave of absence. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the restoration of health sabbatical leave of absence for Jessica Scardina, elementary teacher at Blairsville Elementary School beginning January 20, 2011 for one, 90-day semester. Furthermore, the Board authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise for a long-term substitute teacher to fill this leave of absence through the end of the 2010-2011. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Family or Medical Leave of Absence for Cheryl Bevard, learning support teacher at Blairsville High School, retroactive to December 17, 2010, having met all the necessary requirements for this leave of absence.  It is understood that all accumulated leave days will be used before any unpaid leave of absence. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Caranese and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise for a long-term music department substitute for the remainder of the 2010-2011 school year. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Policy

There are no Policy Items for approval at this time.
Other Business
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Rowley to amend the Other Business section of the agenda to include a resolution to adopt a revised schedule of school board meetings for the year 2011.  The revised schedule would reflect two (2) school board meetings per month; one for a workshop meeting and one for a voting meeting. LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby adopts a revised schedule of school board meetings for the year 2011, reflecting two (2) meetings per month; one for a Workshop meeting and one for a Voting meeting.  It is understood that the superintendent will set the schedule and distribute it to the school board as well as meet the requirements for advertising.  LaMantia, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Report of the Solicitor – No Report.
Citizens’ Comments (non-Agenda items) – Janet Ross, BSEA President, signed in to address the Board regarding several items.  She gave the school board pens as a thank you for School Board Appreciation Month which is January.  She also congratulated the BSESPA for the tentative proposal they worked out with the Board.  She announced the contributions to various local organizations that were made this month by the BSEA.
Board Comments – Mr. E. Smith announced that there would be a Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting held in the Library immediately following the meeting.  Kimball will be in attendance to answer questions.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 pm.


B. Edward Smith, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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