BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

July 16, 2007
The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Workshop/Regular Voting Meeting on Monday, July 16, 2007, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell
Linda Brown


Michael LaMantia
George Rowley

Karen Shusko 
Ed Smith

Dan Speal
Mary Whitfield

Lance Alexander was absent.

Mr. Nadonley, Ron Saffron, Leigh Free, Joyce Henderson, Eric Kostic, Don Davis, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Mr. Paul Bell, Board President, called the Workshop Meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  The minutes of the June 18, 2007, Regular Meeting; the June 27, 2007, Special Meeting; and the July 2, 2007, Special Meeting were approved as mailed.
Mr. Nadonley reported that Mr. Haselhoff and Dr. Johnson were absent tonight because they were off work today on pre-scheduled days.  Mrs. Hanley was also absent therefore Mr. Nadonley reported the following on federal programs.  He reported that the district applied to receive an additional $30,000 of Title I funds.  The money was not spent by other school districts and given to district who wanted it.  He also reported that the Strategic Plan is going well.  Everything will be completed on time and is due at the end of the month.  He stated he is proud of and appreciate the work the committee has done.
Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Smith reported that the meeting is normally held the fourth Tuesday of the month however, there was not a quorum for the last meeting so they called a special meeting for another evening.  The Board awarded contracts for auto and carpentry.

ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that there is no scheduled meeting for July, however last month several grievances were discussed.  They are getting everything in line for the coming school year.

Legislative Report – Ms. Whitfield reported that the State budget was passed and awaiting details.  Rendell got most of the education funding.  The breakfast program may become an unfunded mandate.

Citizens’ Remarks (at workshop meeting)
John Hanna, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding consolidation.  He stated he has two tings.  He was very pleased to come in the parking lot and see the work that was done.  He commended the Board for moving the project along.  He commended the principals stating that he understood the test results were very positive and they don’t come easy.  He stated he still has concerns with consolidation and it is not a closed issue as of yet.  He feels there are things this Board can to do to mend fences.  This can be done by staying consistent.  He was disappointed that the special meeting was held in Blairsville.  This month’s meetings are held in Saltsburg and past practice has been to hold special meetings on the same end of the district as the regular monthly meetings.  He stated he has not heard back from the business manager regarding reimbursement.  At the trial, the reason for consolidation was for improvement of academics.  The reason the Board wants to consolidate is for financial reasons.  He stated he would like the people to be offered a non-binding referendum so the people can say what they want.  He would like to know what the capital expenditures are that are mentioned in the agenda.
Coleen Summerson, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding consolidation.  She stated that regarding the PASSA tests, because we are a small school, that is how we got such good scores.  She stated that she hated to see Mr. Gardner go.  She stated she would like to ask each of the Board members why they are on the Board.  Thomas Hayden, who is a brilliant man and a pulbitzer prize winner, put three articles in the newspaper stating that it is not a good idea to consolidate.  She stated Saltsburg should be a K-12 building.  She asked Mr. Bell if this will help him to get judge someday?  Mr. LaMantia, you know how we feel about you.  You stated that you knew someone who knew the judge’s decision before he gave it.  How did you know that?
Stanley Waddle, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding consolidation.  He stated that he was the superintendent of a large fabrication company in Pittsburgh.  He was at many board meetings and they were nothing like this.  There was no gavel and everyone got along and was able to speak.  He would like to know what some of the Board’s qualifications are to sit on the Board.  Saltsburg is the only school able to walk to school that is left.  PDE is against consolidation.  Small schools are always better.  There is no advantage to this consolidation except when the contract is done and handed out someone is getting a piece of the pie.
Remarks to Citizens

Mr. Bell responded to Mr. Hanna’s question regarding the capital improvements.  He read the company names and dollar amounts.  Mr. Bell responded to Ms. Summerson’s remarks and to what Mr. Waddle wrote in the letter to the editor.  If you do this and question someone like Judge Olson and make innuendos – shame on you.  What you are upset about is that he did not listen to the mob.  Saying things like this in public is wrong and will not listen to the judicial system being drug through the mud.

The Board recessed for an executive session at 7:39 pm to discuss legal and personnel issues.  The Board reconvened at 9:14 pm and began the Regular Monthly Voting Meeting.

Mr. McElhaney from the Indiana YMCA program addressed the Board regarding an after-school program to be held in Blairsville and Saltsburg.  The program would run until 6:00 pm each day and will be based out of the elementary schools.

Mr. Nadonley stated that he would set up a meeting with Mr. McElhaney to discuss the details.

Mr. Bell asked if there was any public comment on the amendments to the Personnel and Other Business sections of the agenda.  There was none.

FINANCE

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the following Financial Reports be approved and placed on file.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
(Financial Report available for public review in the Office of the Board Secretary)
Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the following Accounts Payable be paid.  Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  LaMantia voted yes on all except cafeteria check #5227 to which he abstained due to ownership of business. Motion carried.
(Bill listings available for public review in the Office of the Board Secretary)

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the business manager the authority to make any necessary budgetary transfers to close out the fiscal 2006-2007 school year.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the 2007-2008 membership in the 12th Congressional Region Equipment Center at a cost of $350.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the extension of the contract with Vanguard Modular Building Systems for a 24-month lease beginning September 1, 2007, through August 31, 2009, at a monthly rate of $600.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the awarding of the bid for milk and dairy products for the 2007-2008 school year to Turner Dairy, prices and product specifications attached.  (Attachment #1) LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the awarding of the bid for bread and bakery items for the 2007-2008 school year to Schwebel Bakery, prices and product specification attached.  (Attachment #2) LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the contract with Adelphoi Village, Inc. for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008, at a rate of $62 per day.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Armstrong/Indiana Drug & Alcohol Commission Student Assistance Program Agreement for the 2007-2008 school year, as attached.  (Attachment #3) LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the capital project expenditures more specifically listed on the attachment to the agenda as provided to the Board of Directors and which attachment is incorporated into this motion in its entirely. (Attachment #4) LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves depositing the proceeds from the issuance of the District’s General Obligation Bonds, Series of 2007, to be received by the District at the bond closing to occur on August 2, 2007, with PLIGIT/ARM (currently earning 5%).  The deposit with PLIGIT/ARM will be for a short-term period until such time as the district makes a determination of where to invest the bond proceeds during the term of the building project.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley to amend the Personnel section of the agenda to include the name of Allison Hastings as a social studies teacher with initial placement  at the Saltsburg Middle/High School.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the school field trip requests as follows:
	Name
	Activity
	Date(s)

	Zetts, Mary Jo

Mottillo, Jason

DeForno, Jennifer

SMHS
	Approval for the SHS marching band to attend Kennywood Park for the Fall Fantasy Parade.  Total cost to the district will be $739 for transportation.
	8/24/07

	Gasperini, Gerry

BSSD
	Approval for students to attend Celebrating Literacies at IUP.  Total cost to the district will be $212 for transportation, registration and a substitute.
	10/5/07

	Zetts, Mary Jo

Mottillo, Jason

DeForno, Jennifer

SMHS
	Approval for the SHS marching band to attend Ligonier for Ft. Ligonier Parade.  Total cost to the district will be $604 for transportation.
	10/13/07


LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of James Gardner, social studies teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School since October 1996, effective the last contractual day of the 2006-2007 school year.    LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Allison Hastings of Indiana as a social studies teacher with initial placement at the Saltsburg Middle/High School, at the first step of the bachelor’s salary scale of $41,935, with an effective hire date of August 22, 2007, subject to completion of all necessary paperwork.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year supplemental contract to Karen Kunkle as BHS 9th grade class advisor for the 2007-2008 school year at a salary of $680.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley to amend the Other business section of the agenda to include the name of Mary J. Whitfield as the PSBA Voting delegate for the Legislative Policy Council and Lance Alexander as the alternate PSBA Voting delegate.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the building principals as code enforcement officers for fines against students for the 2007-2008 school year.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attendance of district administrators to various training workshops and seminars that will benefit the programs of the district, for the 2007-2008 school year. LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby gives approval for district band and choral trips to State, County and Regional events for the 2007-2008 school year.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby gives approval for student participation in all Heritage Conference competitions for the 2007-2008 school year.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby appoints Mary Whitfield as the PSBA Voting delegate for the Legislative Policy Council from July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby appoints Lance Alexander as the alternate PSBA Voting delegate for the Legislative Policy Council from July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attendance of the district’s student school representatives to attend the State student school board conference in October 2007, as well as a chaperone to accompany the students.  LaMantia, Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Shusko, Rowley, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Report of the Superintendent – No Report.
Report of the Solicitor – No Report.

Mr. Bell announced there would be a short executive session following the meeting to discuss a legal issue.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:21 pm.



Paul A. Bell, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary













