REGULAR BOARD MEETING
MARCH 4, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

March 4, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, March 4, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese

Linda Johnson
Michael LaMantia

George Rowley
Michael Smith

Edward Smith
Brett Treece

Paul Bell was absent.

Mr. Nadonley, Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Joy Watt, Debra Shirley, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:52 pm.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2009, Regular Voting Meeting.  Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that at the meeting in January the Board continues to work on the teacher’s contract.  Mr. Smith had the privilege on shadowing a student at ICTC and enjoyed the experience.
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the Board worked on the new budget for the upcoming school year.  They voted on the Act 93 contracts and the Superintendent contract.  They had one grievance and otherwise the meeting was business as usual.
Legislative Report – No report.

Standing Committee Report –No report. 

State/Federal Programs Update  – Mr. Nadonley reported that he is still waiting to hear the final numbers for the stimulus money. The special education audit is complete and turned out very well.
Student Representative Report – No report.
Citizen’s Remarks (agenda items only)
Connie Constantino, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding PlanCon. She questioned the fact that the Board is continuing to move ahead with the approval of PlanCon D & E when she received a letter from Carla Dixon that there are not approvals for PlanCon A & B at this time.
Remarks to Citizens – No remarks.
FINANCE

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  (Attachment is available in the office of the Board Secretary.) Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the attached Accounts Payable be paid. (Attachment is available in the office of the Board Secretary.) Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia voting yes on all accounts payable with the exception of Cafeteria check #5581 to which he abstained due to ownership of business. Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the proposed 2009-2010 budget for ARIN Intermediate Unit #28, with the district cost of $51,880 an increase of 3.75% from the 2008-2009 school year.  Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the necessary budget transfers as presented. (Attachment is available in the office of the Board Secretary.) Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves PlanCon D for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves PlanCon E for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the Architect to proceed with PlanCon E Design Development review with the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to advertise for a “clerk of the works” for the building project. Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
CURRICULUM
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. E. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby agrees to establish a relationship with the Community Guidance Center of Indiana, PA, to develop, implement and maintain a school based mental health program to service students in the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District at no cost to the District and with written parental consent at the time of referral, upon approval of a Letter of Agreement by the District Solicitor. 
PERSONNEL
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshops requests:

	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Dill, Bernard

BHS
	1. Approval to attend the PA-FBLS State Leadership Conference with district finalists.  Costs are included with field trip costs.
	3/30-4/1/09

	McCloskey, Yolande
BMHS
	2. Approval to attend the annual Pennsylvania School Librarian’s Association conference in State College.  Total cost to the district will be $806.25 for registration; travel; meals; substitutes and lodging.
	4/30-5/1/09


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	BHS FACS Students
	1. Heritage Conference competition
	$156
Transportation

Substitute
	3/2/09

	SMHS FACS Students
	2. Heritage Conference competition
	$265
Transportation

Substitute

Meals
	3/2/09

	SMHS – Sophomores
	3. Kiwanis Regional Leadership Workshop
	$124
Transportation
	3/11/09

	BHS – Sophomores
	4. Kiwanis Regional Leadership Workshop
	$87
Transportation
	3/11/09

	BHS – Sophomores
	5. STEM Career Exploration
	STEM Project Funded
	3/13/09

	SMHS – Students
	6. STEM  Project of Indiana County
	STEM Project Funded
	3/13/09

	SMHS Jr. Cheerleaders
	7. National Cheerleading Competition in Myrtle Beach.  All cost with the exception of transportation paid by group.
	$711

Transportation
	3/25-29/09

	BMS – Gifted Support
	8. PA Middle School Computer Fair
	$131
Transportation
	3/30/09

	BHS – FBLA
	9. PA-FBLA State Leadership Conference
	$4067

Registration

Lodging

Substitutes

+ Transportation
	3/30-4/1/09

	BMS – 8th Grade
	10. Remembering Adam – Movie Trip
	$438

Transportation

Substitutes
	4/8/09

	BHS – Learning Support
	11. Job Fair 2009 at S&T Arena
	$77
	4/16/09

	SMHS – Students
	12. Remembering Adam – Bowling Rewards
	$283
Transportation

Substitutes
	4/14/09

	SMHS
	13. 2009 Indiana Regional Safe Driving Competition
	$85
Substitute
	4/17/09

	BMS – 6th Grade
	14. Senator John Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh.
	$535

Transportation

Substitute
	4/20/09

	BMS – 6th & 7th
	15. Laurel Highlands Mathematics Alliance & UPJ present Try-Math-A-Lot
	$637

Registration

Transportation

Substitutes
	4/29/09

	SMHS NHS
	16. Kings Island in Cincinnati, OH
	Group Funded
	5/2-3/09

	SMHS
	17. Remembering Adam Spring Fling
	$286
Transportation

Substitutes
	5/5/09

	SES – 4th Grade
	18. Punxsutawney Discovery Weather Center
	PTA Funded
	5/7/09

	SES – 2nd Grade
	19. Pittsburgh Zoo
	PTA Funded
	5/7/09

	SES – 3rd Grade
	20. Children’s Museum
	PTA Funded
	5/11/09

	BHS – Art Students
	21. Tour of the Carnegie Art Museum
	$286
Transportation

Substitute
	5/12/09

	SES Chorus
	22. May Mart Flower and Craft Festival
	$211
Transportation

Substitute
	5/15/09

	SMHS – Physics
	23. Kennywood Physics Day
	$462
Registration

Transportation

Substitutes
	5/19/09

	BHS – Physics
	24. Kennywood Physics Day
	$379

Registration

Transportation

Substitutes
	5/15/09


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Celitti, Anthony
	Apollo
	Health & PE

	2. 
	Ross, Adam
	Apollo
	Elementary

	3. 
	Kolesar, Anne
	Indiana
	Guest Teacher Program

	4. 
	Kukula, Marilyn
	Blairsville
	Guest Teacher Program

	5. 
	Stefanelli, Joanne
	Blairsville
	Elementary

	6. 
	Gourley, Zachary
	Creekside
	Elementary

	7. 
	Potthast, Susan
	Indiana
	Guest Teacher Program

	8. 
	Yeager, Richard
	Blairsville
	Guest Teacher Program

	9. 
	Culler, Barbara
	Blairsville
	Guest Teacher Program


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as non-professional substitutes for the 2008-2009 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	1.
	Grguric, Maria
	Saltsburg
	Cafeteria

	2.
	Felgar, David
	Saltsburg
	Custodian, Maintenance

	3.
	Morton, Larry
	Saltsburg
	Custodian


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following names as spare bus aides/caravan drivers for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as an employee of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817:
	
	Name
	Residence

	1.
	Hilty, Jean
	Saltsburg

	2.
	Kelly, Ronald Lee
	Homer City

	3.
	Cook, Jayne
	Robinson

	4.
	Woodhouse, Lynette
	Derry


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation request of Dr. Michael Pollock as team physician for the district after serving in that capacity for the past 26 years.  Furthermore, the Board wishes him well and appreciates his many years of service to the district. Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

POLICY
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Rowley to include the following wording as proposed by Mr. Bell in Policy #010 – Conflict of Interest/Anti-Influence:

No Board member shall, for the purpose of obtaining bids, offers, or solicitations for bids or offers of goods and services for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District, or for the purpose of seeking the availability of such goods or services, contact or discuss the same with providers of such goods or services without direct authorization of the Board given at a duly called public meeting.

LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith voting yes.  Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting no.  Motion not carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the second reading and adoption of the following policy as presented by the Policy Committee:

	
	Policy #
	Title

	1.
	010
	Conflict of Interest/Anti-Influence


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
OTHER BUSINESS
There was discussion among the Board regarding the process that lead to the placement of Dr. Joseph Marasti’s name on the agenda.  Ms. Caranese read Dr. Marasti’s credentials to the Board and public.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia to amend the agenda to change the appointment dates for Mr. Joseph Marasti to March 30, 2009 through March 31, 2010.  Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes. LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.

The Board of Directors hereby appoints Dr. Joseph Marasti as Acting Superintendent of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District effective March 30, 2009, through March 31, 2010, pursuant to Section 10-1079 of the Public School Code of 1949, as amended. Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Report of the Superintendent – Mr. Nadonley stated that he would like to thank the faculty, staff, board of education and especially the students for allowing him to be part of this school district.  The school board extended their best wishes and appreciation to Mr. Nadonley.

Report of the Solicitor – No report.
Citizens’ Comments (non-Agenda items)
Connie Constantino, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding PlanCon A & B.  She questioned how the feasibility study could be re-done so quickly.  She questioned the fact that the public never received answers to the questions that were submitted at the Act 34 hearing.  She questioned where the district was acquiring a little over three acres of ground for the project.
Mr. Cambest answered that although the Board had to re-submit an updated feasibility study, they are not required to hold another Act 34 Hearing.  On March 17, 2009, a special meeting will be held for the presentation of the land acquisition proposed for the building program.

Ann DeValerio, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding PlanCon A & B.  She began by questioning when the Board met to discuss the cost savings.  She further questioned if there is no Act 34 Hearing will the public be receiving answers to the questions they already submitted.  She stated that when the architect gave a presentation it was stated that the option was viable if the reason was due to geographical impact.  With the economy they way it is, should we look at other options?

Mr. Cambest responded that residents have the right to request a copy of the transcript to see if the answers to the questions are in the document.

Mary Whitfield, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding various questions yet unanswered.  She asked that since the original project has been voided, please give consideration to re-districting.  She questioned the current strategic plan, stating that it does not reflect the current building program and asked what will be done to re-design the courses of the district.
Linda Maguire, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding her support of PlanCon A & B.  She talked about the information on the ROC website showing a decline in enrollment but stated that the newest census figures show that birth rates for the district will be 33% higher in 2012.

Board Comments

Mr. LaMantia stated that he has looked at the tax rates in Westmoreland County and Loyalhanna Township is 120 mills higher than other townships.  He stated that the new project will cost $402,000 more yearly which is equivalent to 5.09 mills.  He stated he feels we are deficient in our curriculum.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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