SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
MARCH 17, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

March 17, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell 
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson 


Michael Smith
Brett Treece

Michael LaMantia, George Rowley, and Edward Smith were absent.

Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
A Land Acquisition Meeting was held prior to the special meeting to inform the public of the need to acquire land for the building project.  A court reporter was present at the meeting and will submit a transcript.

An executive session was held prior to the meeting to discuss legal matters.

Citizens’ Remarks (Agenda Items Only)

John Warnick, Loyalhanna Twp. resident signed in to address the Board regarding the letter that says approval for the Saltsburg K through 12 building program has been withdrawn.  Why is it on the agenda that we are submitting more paperwork.

Joseph Henigin, Blairsville resident, signed in the address the Board regarding the lease of property.  He indicated his questions have all bee answered. 
Frank Schweigert, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the lease of property.  He asked if PlanCon A & B have not been approved why are we going forward with a special meeting.  

Mr. Cambest stated that the Board is not required to have another Act 34 Hearing when the project is approved since they previously had one.  The questions on the feasibility study and other PlanCon documents were just format questions so they asked that the project be withdrawn and re-submitted.

FINANCE
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves PlanCon Parts F for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorize the proper District officials to enter into a Deed, Commercial Lease and Easement for Parcels 1, 2, 3, and 4 as identified on the Additions and Alterations to the Saltsburg Middle – High School with new Elementary School overall site plan dated November 14, 2008. Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to advertise to bid for band uniforms for Blairsville Middle/High School. Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
PERSONNEL
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests:
	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	SMHS Journalism
	1. Point Park University Media Day Workshop and Contest
	$295

Transportation

Substitute
	4/3/09

	SMHS 7th & 8th 
	2. Movie event for Remembering Adam
	$355

Transportation

Substitute
	4/8/09


Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Shuppe, Valetta
	Saltsburg
	Guest Teacher

	2. 
	Smartnick, Barry
	Blairsville
	Guest Teacher

	3. 
	Alsop, Adelle
	Penn Run
	Business, Computer & Information Tech

	4. 
	Lavery, Nathan
	Latrobe
	Citizenship/Social Studies

	5. 
	Harsh, Brock
	Blairsville
	Guest Teacher


Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following names as spare bus aides/caravan drivers for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as an employee of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817:

	
	Name
	Residence

	1.
	Short-Pahel, Linda
	Blairsville


Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Brandon Fink as a custodian for the midnight shift at Saltsburg Middle/High School, based on a 20-day probationary period, with official date of hire as March 18, 2009, with salary and benefits as per the bargaining unit contract. Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes. Treece abstained for personal reasons. Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of David McDivitt as groundskeeper for the district based on a 20-day probationary period, with official date of hire as March 18, 2009, with salary and benefits as per the bargaining unit contract. Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
