SPECIAL VOTING MEETING
MAY 20, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

May 20, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Wednesday, May 20, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell 
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson



Michael Smith
Edward Smith

Brett Treece

Michael LaMantia and George Rowley were absent.

Dr. Joseph Marasti, Eric Kocsis, Leigh Free, Jack Cambest, Jay Batsa and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  
At 7:04 pm, the Board recessed for an executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters.  The Board reconvened at 8:09 pm.

Ms. Caranese stated that there will be no increase in taxes for the upcoming fiscal year.  She would like to commend Eric Kocsis and Joe Marasti for carrying out the Board’s request for a zero tax increase.  Despite the pending building program and because of the Board’s due diligence this will be the first time in eight years the taxpayers have not been faced with a tax increase.
Mr. E. Smith responded that eleven school teachers will retire this year and five or six will not be replaced which has created a significant decrease in expenditures.

Eric Kocsis presented the 2009-2010 budget.
FINANCE

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the adoption of the proposed budget for the 2009-2010 school year in the amount of $28,734,148.  It is understood that the proposed millage rate for Indiana County will remain at 126.34 mills and Westmoreland County will remain at 119.76 mills.  The proposed budget reflects no tax increase for Indiana and Westmoreland Counties.  The proposed budget will be available for public review in the business office, during regular business hours, until final approval on June 24, 2009.  E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the presented list of capital reserve projects for the 2009-2010 school year. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
PERSONNEL

Motion by Mr. Bell and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Laura Thompson in the area of certification with location to be determined by the administration, at step five of the bachelor salary scale of $47,773, and an official hire date of May 20, 2009, to begin the first day of the 2009-2010 school year.  The employment of personnel is contingent upon the school district receiving a signed contract within 15 days calendar days of approval by the board of directors as well as current Act 34, 151 and 114 clearances. E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Bell and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Steven Thomas in the area of certification with location to be determined by the administration, at step three of the bachelor salary scale of $46,173, and an official hire date of May 20, 2009, to begin the first day of the 2009-2010 school year.  The employment of personnel is contingent upon the school district receiving a signed contract within 15 days calendar days of approval by the board of directors as well as current Act 34, 151 and 114 clearances. E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
OTHER

Motion by Mr. Bell and seconded by Ms. Brown to amend the agenda to include the following resolution:

The Board of Directors hereby approves the settlement agreement between Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and HHSDR of Sharon, PA, in the amount of $62,500.

E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by E. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the settlement agreement between Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and HHSDR of Sharon, PA, in the amount of $62,500. E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Citizens’ Remarks (Non-Agenda Items) – No remarks.
Board Remarks – No remarks.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. E. Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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