
laxation with family and 

friends, so important as we 

prepare to face the chal-

lenges and opportunities that 

come again in January. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Taft, BMS Principal 

Dear Students, Parents/

Guardians and Friends, 

It is with great joy that I send 

you Seasonõs Greetings. This 

has been a very special year. 

Let me say what a privilege it 

has been to work with all of 

you. We at BMS are grateful 

for your help and support. 

We continue to be excited 

every single day working with 

your children. 

May these holidays also be a 

time of recreation and re-

From the Principal 
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The Blairsville Middle School has been hard at 

work on the musical production of òAladdin Jr.ó 

under the leadership of Mr. Randall Thorn, Vo-

cal/Theater Director. BMS students have shown 

a great dedication to putting on a wonderful 

performance. The show was held on Friday, 

Dec. 10th and Saturday, Dec. 11th 

at the Blairsville Performing Arts 

Center. The show was a big suc-

cess with all students doing an 

outstanding job. 

Donõt forget, the holiday concerts 

are coming up. The middle school 

chorus will be performing with 

the high school chorale on Tues-

day, December 21st at 7:30 p.m. in the Blairs-

ville Performing Arts Center. This yearõs Show 

Choir òThe Sensationsó will also be performing 

and includes the following BMS students: Victo-

ria Baca, Jessica Fetchko, Brianna Mancini, 

Karolyn Redilla, Dana Roth, Molly Sarver, Bre-

ana Smith, Lauren Swanson, Tom Tripodis and 

Megan Wadding. The show choir performs for 

various events including Light Up Downtown, 

the Monday Music Club Christmas Concert, 

and the Broadway Bash. 

Indiana County Chorus was held recently at 

Homer Center High School with the following 

BMS students participating: Brianna McCully, 

Shayla Mitchell, Taylor Ednie, Rachel Haynes, 

Katie Henigin, Hannah Snyder, Jessica Fetchko, 

Nicole Boyer, Julia Holby, Casey Doyle, Abby 

Lewis, Caitlyn Ahlborn, Brianna Mancini, Lau-

ren Swanson, Cameron Clausner, James Barn-

hart, Zechariah Faulkner, Michael Babyak, Ste-

ven Campbell, Thomas Tripodis, Mitchell 

Tonkin, Bobby Bell, and Trevor Harper. 

Wishing all of you a very happy holiday season! 
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Keeping your 

hands clean is 

one of the best 

ways to keep 

from getting sick 

and spreading 

illness. 

Recently, Mr. Stonerõs 8th grade classes participated in an Native American History Project. Students created posters, artifacts 

and display pieces representing the different regions of the country. Pictured are some of the students that worked on these 

projects. Above left: Cameron Livingston, Allison Startari, Heather Hartmann, and Colton Ferguson. Above right: Amber 

Lukcik, Callie Shannon, Brandon Cunkelman and Dylan Palmer. Below: Hunter Noel. All participating students did an 

outstanding job! 

From the Health Office 
WHAT IS INFLU-

ENZA? 

Influenza, or flu, is a virus. 

Flu outbreaks usually occur 

in the late fall and winter. 

Families with school age 

children have more infec-

tions than other families 

because schools are an 

excellent place for viruses 

to attack and spread. 

HOW IS THE FLU 

SPREAD? 

Influenza is spread by air 

droplets from an ill person 

to other people generally 

by coughing and sneezing. 

You can also get the flu if 

you touch a surface that 

has been contaminated by a 

touch from someone who 

has the flu. 

HOW CAN YOU PRE-

VENT THE SPREAD 

OF INFLUENZA?  

ã Frequent hand wash-

ing with soap and water  

ã Use tissues for coughs 

and sneezes and dispose of 

properly and immediately 

ã If you think you have the 

flu, stay home from work 

or school 

ã Talk to your doctor 

about appropriate medica-

tions 

ã Stay healthy! Eat well, 

dress appropriately for the 

weather conditions, and get 

enough rest and fluids 

ã Avoid getting òrun downó 

WHAT ARE THE FLU 

SYMPTOMS? 

Once infected, you will 

usually feel symptoms 1 to 

4 days later. You can 

spread the flu before your 

symptoms appear. The 

symptoms usually begin to 

decline on the second or 

third day of the illness. The 

symptoms may include: 

Headache 

Chills 

Dry cough 

Body aches 

Fever 

Stuffy nose 

Sore throat 

HOW IS THE FLU 

TREATED? 

Many people treat their 

infections by: 

ñResting in bed 

ñDrinking plenty of fluids 

ñTaking doctor advised 

medications to treat the 

symptoms 

 

Wishing you a very Safe 

and Healthy Holiday!  

B O B C A T  B U L L E T I N  


