SPECIAL VOTING MEETING
NOVEMBER 12, 2007


BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

November 12, 2007

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on 
November 12, 2007, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Lance Alexander
Paul Bell


Linda Brown
Michael LaMantia (arrived 7:16 pm)


George Rowley
Ed Smith


Dan Speal (arrived 6:58 pm)
Mary Whitfield

Karen Shusko was absent.

Mr. Nadonley, Theresa Hanley, Eric Kocsis, Leigh Free, Ron Saffron, Tim Haselhoff, Joyce Henderson, Don Davis, Eric Kostic, Linda Johnson, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Mr. Paul Bell, Board President, called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m.  

Citizens’ Remarks

Lloyd S. Robinson, 17750 SR 286W, Saltsburg, signed in to address the Board regarding thank you, etc.  Mr. Robinson congratulated the new board members for their election to the board and to thank the board members going out for their die hard convictions.  He thinks the people have spoken.  The ones for the consolidation should take a second thought and instead of voting for the way they think is right, vote in favor of what the people think.  We are going to spend a lot of money regardless of consolidation.  The Board needs to start negotiating better contracts for this area.  Don’t spend money like $26 million when it is not necessary.  May five or ten years down the road.  Listen to the people. 

PERSONNEL

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby the military leave of absence for David J. Dollman for training/active duty for November 17, 2007 through November 21, 2007 as requested by the Department of the Air Force. Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the change is classification/positions change for Gina Marie Bruce from Title I instructional aide at Saltsburg Elementary School to full-time guidance secretary for Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective December 17, 2007, at contractual salary and benefits as dictated by the bargaining unit contract.  Furthermore, the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill the Title I instructional aide at Saltsburg Elementary School.  Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation request of Douglas J. Doak as the district varsity wrestling coach, effective October 22, 2007.  Furthermore, the Board of Directors authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy for a one-year supplemental contracted position.  Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation request of Bryan Gould as the district junior high wrestling coach, effective October 22, 2007.  Furthermore, the Board of Directors authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy for a one-year supplemental contracted position.  Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the resignation request of Matthew Doak as the district junior high wrestling assistant coach, effective October 31, 2007.  Furthermore, the Board of Directors authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy for a one-year supplemental contracted position.  Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the request of Heather Droste, physics teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School, for leave without pay under the provisions of Article XIII, Leaves, Paragraph C, with an effective commencement date and return to work date to be provided to the District by the employee, provided, however, that such unpaid leave shall not exceed twelve (12) months, as provided for under Article XIII, paragraph C.  Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the long-term substitute assignment of Charles Stewart as physics teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective November 13, 2007, at a salary of $20,000, prorated to number of days worked, based on a 184-day school year, until which time as Mrs. Droste return to her normal classroom duties.  Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Maureen Harris, English teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective date to be determined upon the ability to fill the vacancy created by the resignation.  Furthermore, the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy.  Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year contracted supplemental positions for the 2007-2008 school year as follows:

1. Jaison Blystone
BSSD Varsity Wrestling Coach
$5006

2. Douglas J. Doak
BSSD Junior High Wrestling Coach
$3349

3. Timothy Chelsted
BSSD Junior High Wrestling Assistant Coach
$3349

Smith, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Nadonley explained that originally when the Common Cents program came out it was about $2,000 to $3,000 for each school district to do this.  In Indiana and Armstrong there is only one school district that went along with the Common Cents initiative.  Since then the State has put this on the I.U.’s and because of that Mr. Nadonley is recommending that we go along with it.

Ms. Brown asked if the district can beack out of it if we don’t want to participate.  Mr. Nadonley stated no and Mr. Saffron explained that right now we are just doing an assessment as to whether we can actually share and to see if this is even viable.  Mr. Speal stated that he would rather not see the district get involved in any more State mandates.
Motion by Mr. Alexander and seconded by Mr. Rowley to approve the following resolution:


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District is committed to delivering a quality education while being accountable to our taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, that opportunities to operate more efficiently while improving services are in the best interest of the taxpayers and students; and


WHEREAS, that the Common Cents program is an opportunity to receive recommendations on sharing services without any commitment to implement those recommendations; therefore be it


RESOLVED, that the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District hereby applies on November 12, 2007, to participate in the Common Cents program to explore ways to share services with other school districts in order to improve quality and drive down costs, and be it further


RESOLVED, that after receiving public comment the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District will vote to approve or reject the recommendations that it receives.

Smith, Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, Bell voting yes.  Motion carried.

Being no further business, the special meeting was adjourned at 7:01 pm.




Paul A. Bell, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary







