REGULAR BOARD MEETING
NOVEMBER 5, 2008


BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

November 5, 2008

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, November 5, 2008, in the Cafeteria at the Blairsville Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


Michael LaMantia 
George Rowley


Edward Smith
Michael Smith 


Brett Treece

Mr. Nadonley, Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Treece to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2008, Special Board Meeting and the October 15, 2008, Regular Meeting.  Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M.Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – No report.
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the meeting was normal business.  There was a presentation regarding how they teach blind students to walk and use canes at the grocery store to shop.

Legislative Report – Mr. M. Smith reported that there is a bill out there to allow the change from prime to general contractors during a construction project.  There is legislation to change seating requirements on new buses regarding seat height and seat belts.  Legislation regarding vaccinations is being discussed.
Standing Committee Report –No report. 

State/Federal Programs Update  – Mr. Nadonley reported that he received final application for programs and everything has been approved as submitted.
Student Representative Report – No reports.
Citizen’s Remarks

Dr. Thomas Meloy, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding policy 006, section 4 – Notice of Meetings.  He wondered why the policy did not address posting the meetings on the website.  Section 5 – special meeting agenda – does not know of a report from the Standing Committee meetings.  Why is the public not being told what is going on at these meetings.  Section 6 – No listing for citizens comments on the agenda.  Section 8 – Telephonic communications – wondered how roll call is adjusted when individual is not at the meeting and what happens if there is not a quorum. Section 9 – Audio tapes and recordings – are they available for public review prior to destruction.
Remarks to Citizens – No remarks to citizens.
FINANCE

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. E. Smith that the attached Accounts Payable be paid.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)   Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting yes on all payments except payments from the construction account.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. E. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the participation in ARIN IU 28 cooperative purchase program for the 2009-2010 school year, as long it is generally financially advantageous to the district. Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. E. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the purchase of stage curtains for the Saltsburg Middle/High School auditorium to Pittsburgh Stage, Inc. at a cost of $14,179. Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. E. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby accepts and approves the proposal submitted by T.W. Phillips for natural gas pricing for the period of January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2010, at a total fixed contract price being $9.85 per Mcf, which represents a discount to the district. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)    Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
CURRICULUM

Mr. Nadonley reported that the review of the Social Studies, Health and Physical Education curriculum will begin to align with the State standards.  Regarding technology, the Act 183 line has been completed.  This will allow teachers to receive more educational video clips, i.e., Gettysburg.

PERSONNEL

There was discussion regarding the rehiring of Mr. Rosborough and the interview process for coaches.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	SMHS – 9th Grade
	1. ICTC tour
	$85
Substitute
	12/8/08

	BHS – 9th Grade
	2. ICTC tour
	$602
Meals

Transportation
	12/8/08

	BSSD – French
	3. IMAX French presentation at Carnegie Science
	$309
Transportation

Substitute
	3/5/09

	BHS – Spanish
	4. March Arts Festival
	$261
Transportation

Substitute
	3/27/09

	SES – 6th Grade
	5. Laurel Caverns
	No Cost
PTA
	4/24/09

	SES – 5th Grade
	6. Gettysburg National Battlefield
	$2,750
Transportation
	5/7/09


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	Gasperini, Gerald
	Indiana
	English

	Moore, Beth
	Spring Church
	Library Science K-12

	Sirnic, Amy
	Saltsburg
	Early Childhood

	Boyer, Rachel
	Indiana
	Special Education (homebound)


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as non-professional substitutes for the 2008-2009 school year:

	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	Brunner, Tiffany
	Saltsburg
	Maintenance, Custodian, Cafeteria

	Wagner, Jamie
	Black Lick
	Aide, Cafeteria


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as spare bus drivers for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as employees of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documental according to Board Policy #817, for the 2008-2009 school year:
	Name
	Residence

	Joseph, Barry
	Indiana


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approve the resignation request of Clint Weimer, learning support teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective date to be determined by replacement start date.  Mr. Weimer has accepted an administrative position with another school district.  It is understood that the administration has posted and/or advertise to fill this vacancy. Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the employment of the following professional employees, effective upon release from current employer, to teach in areas of their respective certifications and as assigned by the administration.  Salary will be prorated to number of days worked, based on a 184/day school year.  Employment is contingent upon the receipt of a signed contract and the receipt of all necessary certificates, documentation and pre-employment paperwork:

	Name
	Salary
	Step Placement

	Ryan Stefan
	$43,953
	Bachelor 1

	Emily Virkler
	$45,573
	Master 1


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approve for Larry McCloskey, learning support teacher at Saltsburg Middle/High to serve as mentor for Ryan Stefan and Emily Virkler for the 2008-2009 school year, at a salary of $375 for each new teacher mentored. Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the employment of Elizabeth Moody as a long-term substitute teacher to complete the long-term assignment of Ryan Stefan, as a learning support teacher during a one-semester leave of absence at Blairsville High School, at a prorated salary of $20,000, based on a 184/day school year, with no additional benefits, effective November 6, 2008, through the end of the first-semester of the 2008-2009 school year. Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of H. Patrick Rosborough as supervisor of maintenance and buildings and grounds for the district, in accordance with the Act 93 agreement dated July 1, 2006, through June 30, 2009, effective November 20, 2008. Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith voting no. Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the employment status of L. Lorraine Henry, instructional aide at Saltsburg Elementary School, from part-time status (4.75 hours/day) to full-time status (7.5 hours/day), with salary and benefits in accordance with the bargaining unit contract, effective November 6, 2008. Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the employment status of Kimberly Knupp, instructional aide at Blairsville Elementary School, from part-time status (4.75 hours/day) to full-time status (7.5 hours/day), with salary and benefits in accordance with the bargaining unit contract, effective November 6, 2008. Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of supplemental one-year contract positions for the 2008-2009 school year:
	
	Name
	Position
	Salary

	1. 
	Kathy Muir
	SMHS Yearbook Co-advisor
	$1339 prorated

	2. 
	Pam Carr
	SMHS Yearbook Co-advisor
	$1339 prorated

	3. 
	Mary Jo Zetts
	SMHS Drama Co-advisor
	$568

	4. 
	John Rovison
	SMHS Assistant to the Principal
	$1510 prorated

	5. 
	Michelle Liboski
	SMHS Drama Volunteer Advisor
	N/A

	6. 
	Steve Shannon
	SMHS Girl’s Basketball JV Coach
	$3819

	7. 
	Joseph Intrieri
	BHS Boy’s Basketball Head Coach
	$5131

	8. 
	
	BHS Boy’s Basketball JV Coach
	$3819

	9. 
	Tammy DiLoreto
	BHS Girl’s Basketball JV Coach
	$3819

	10. 
	Laura Thompson
	BHS Volleyball Jr. High Assistant Coach
	$2332

	11. 
	D.J. Doak
	BSSD Wrestling Jr. High Coach
	$3432

	12. 
	Tim Chelsted
	BSSD Wrestling Jr. High Assistant Coach
	$3432

	13. 
	Ashley Stevenson
	BHS Assistant Band Director
	$1941

	14. 
	Martin Kessler
	BHS 11th Grade Class Sponsor
	$2153


Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, M. Smith, Bell, Treece, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith voting yes on all except #9 to which he abstained. Motion carried.
Policy

There are no policies for approval at this time.
Other Business

There are no Other Business items for approval at this time.
Report of the Superintendent – Mr. Nadonley reported that the District is undergoing a routine audit by the State Auditors from PDE.  It is a lot of work for the staff.  Last audit there were no conditions found.  There is a new component this year which will be a safety audit.  The administration will share the information from the recent safety inspection by the insurance company.  Additionally, he met today with the single point of contact regarding the special education monitoring which will take place in February.  It is a very  extensive project for the staff regarding paperwork.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.
Citizens’ Comments (non-Agenda items)

Joan Stano, Salts burg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding Saltsburg construction.  She stated it has been 24 years since construction was done in Saltsburg and they are entitled to this project.  She also shared information she read regarding drilling for Marcellas gas.

John Warnick, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding student activities and population.  He questioned the Board about the possibility of one district-wide sports team instead of having teams on both ends of the District.  He also felt the District could combine theatre, music and art programs.
Dan Satler, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding enrollment projections and building project.  He thanked the ROC group for supporting a kindergarten through twelfth grade campus in Saltsburg.  He stating that according to the new PIMS system which is used to estimate live birth data in this area, birth rates have gone up over the past few years around the state.

Thomas Meloy, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the building project and curriculum.  He questioned the excess space that is built into the project.  He questioned the savings the Board would have with this project.  He asked if project documents would be posted on the website.
Susan Henigin, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding building project alternatives and community involvement.  She stated that the Board needs to slow down with the project.  Individuals from both communities need to meet and discuss viable options.

John Zedick, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the Saltsburg Elementary School.  He stated that on October 27th he took a tour of SES with Principal Richards.

Ann DeValerio, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding redistricting.  She stated that the current buildings need to be completely utilized.  She would like to see a long range plan for preventative maintenance.
Mary Whitfield, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding positive communication.  She stated that the communities are becoming more concerned about the negative image that our District has in the outside.  She would like to reevaluate and talk with professional educational leadership.

Board Comments

Mr. Nadonley stated that all five schools in BSSD have met AYP and all school districts are required to have a strategic plan.  He stated that he holds student leadership meetings with the students.  Scheduling will be addressed at the cost savings meeting.  There are some areas we can make improvements with the new student information system.  The District has a capital improvement plan that the Board approves each year.  Regarding enrollment and capacity, this information will be presented at the cost savings meeting.

Other Business

There was discussion regarding combined sports teams within the District.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley to amend the Other Business section of the agenda to include the following resolution:

The Board of Directors hereby directs the administration to gather information from PIAA regarding the consolidation of the Blairsville and Saltsburg football teams.

LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, voting yes. Brown, Johnson, Treece, Caranese voting no. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby directs the administration to gather information from PIAA regarding the consolidation of the Blairsville and Saltsburg football teams. LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, voting yes. Brown, Johnson, Treece, Caranese voting no. Motion carried.

The Board took comments from the following individuals in the public regarding the addendum.

Thomas Meloy stated that the Board needs to begin long term planning for the district.  They can decide later not to consolidate teams but can begin the gathering the information.

Colleen Summerson stated that she has two children who participate in combined sports.  They enjoy participating however, they get home too late.  If you merge the football team, what do you do with the cheerleaders.  
John Hanna stated that he would not be opposed to the Board looking into this but this was reviewed by the former Board.
Glenn Richards stated that Saltsburg does have the combined track team but not sure that the kids did have fun losing all the football games.  He feels his son would do better on a merged team but the Board needs to look into more sports that just football.

Mr. LaMantia stated that when we had a planned 24 mill increase we looked at combining sports.  After 1-1/2 years there would be a $156,000 savings.  This also included class officers and all supplementals.  The District needs to consolidate all sports in a consolidated location.

There was discussion regarding the hiring of Mr. Matta and the fact that he no longer attends the Board meetings.

Mr. Bell asked if the Board was going to meet to discuss the building project amongst themselves and with the architect.  Mr. Cambest stated that the architects would be at the Cost Savings Meeting on November 17th and at the Act 34 Hearing.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 pm.  Ms. Caranese announced that an Executive Session would be held to discuss personnel items.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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