SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
NOVEMBER 25, 2008


BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

November 25, 2008

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Tuesday, November 25, 2008, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


George Rowley
Edward Smith

Michael Smith 
Brett Treece

Michael LaMantia was absent.

Mr. Nadonley, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, Zachary Stemerick and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 6:37 pm.  
FINANCE

There was discussion regarding the date of the Act 34 Hearing and the fact that it was so close to Christmas.  Some members of the Board thought the meeting should be held after the holidays and some indicated the project needs to be moved ahead to take advantage of it not being prime bidding time to try and keep costs lower.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors adopts the following resolution:
Blairsville-Saltsburg School District, Indiana and Westmoreland Counties, Pennsylvania

WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District (the “District”) is a school district created and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the District has determined that new or renovated facilities may be required for use of the pupils of this School District, and has authorized certain preliminary steps to be taken with regard to a school project, consisting of planning, designing, and construction of additions and alterations to the Saltsburg Elementary/Middle/High School Project for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District; and

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Public School Code of 1949, as amended (the “School Code”) including amendments made pursuant to Act 34 of the Session of 1973 of the General Assembly (“Act 34”), 24 P.S. § 701.1, require inter alia. that except where the approval of the electors is obtained to incur indebtedness to finance the construction of a school project, or where the consent of the electors is obtained by referendum, a public hearing be held prior to the construction, the entering into a contract to construct, or the entering into a contract to lease a new school building or a substantial addition to an existing school building; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the requirements of Act 34 and the School Code, a public hearing is required to be held in connection with the Saltsburg Elementary/Middle/High School project; and

WHEREAS, the School Code requires a notice of such public hearing under Act 34 be advertised at least twenty (20) days prior to such hearing, that certain information be made available to persons in attendance at such hearing, and that certain financial information be available for inspection by interested citizens during the period of such advertisement; and

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors desires to authorize its Solicitor, Bond Counsel, Architect, Financial consultant and others to take certain actions with respect to the Saltsburg Elementary/Middle/High School Project, and

WHEREAS, in the event that a school building or school buildings or substantial additions to existing school buildings are to be constructed, the board shall, by a majority vote of all of its members, and in accordance with the requirements of Act 34, authorize the maximum building construction costs with respect to said project and the maximum project costs to be financed by the district with respect to said project; and

WHEREAS, the District wishes to take certain action with respect to the Saltsburg Elementary/Middle/High School Project, and to comply with Act 34 and the School Code; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District, Indiana and Westmoreland Counties, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

1.
This School District hereby authorizes a public hearing to be held in accordance with, and in compliance with, the requirements of Act 34 and the School Code, in the Saltsburg Middle/High School Auditorium, 84 Trojan Lane, Saltsburg, PA on December 18, 2008, beginning at 6:30 PM, prevailing time. 

2.
The Secretary of the Board of School Directors is hereby authorized and directed to advertise the Notice of Public Hearing attached hereto, and made a part hereof in accordance with the requirements thereof and of Act 34 and the School Code, and to make such amendments or revisions thereto as may be necessary to comply with the requirements of Act 34 and the School Code. 

3.
The School District authorizes a Maximum Total Project Cost for the Saltsburg Elementary/Middle/ High School Project of $26,226,953 and an Act 34 Maximum Building Construction Cost (applies only to new construction) for the Saltsburg Elementary/Middle/High School of  $12,595,620.

4.
The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes and directs that a description of the Saltsburg Elementary/Middle/High School Project be prepared, and hereby directs the Secretary of the Board of School Directors of this School District to make copies of such description of the Saltsburg Elementary/Middle/High School Project available to interested citizens requesting the same at least twenty (20) days prior to the public hearing, at the place and during the reasonable hour stated in the Notice of Public Hearing, after approval thereof by the Solicitor of this School District, and also to make such description available to the public media as required by Act 34, the School Code, and the Regulations of the Pennsylvania Department of Education by mailing the description of the project to the news media in sufficient time for release not later than 14 days prior to the hearing;. 

5.
The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes Jack Cambest, Esq., Solicitor of this School District, to perform such acts on behalf of this School District as may be necessary in connection with the Project. 

6.
The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes the firm known as L. Robert Kimball and Associates for the Project, to perform such acts on behalf of the School District as may be necessary in connection with the Project. 

7.
 The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes Janney Montgomery Scott, Financial Advisor, to perform such acts on behalf of this School District as may be necessary in connection with the Plancon Part D and the Act 34 portion of the Project. 

8.
The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP, Attorneys of Pittsburgh as Bond Counsel for this school district, to perform such acts on behalf of this School District as may be necessary in connection with the Project. 

9.
The Board of School Directors of this School District further authorizes the Board Secretary to prepare written minutes of the Plancon Part D proceedings and/or a transcript of the public hearing, consistent with the intent of this Resolution. The Board of School Directors further authorizes the Board Secretary to engage the services of a stenographer for the hearing in order to prepare a transcript of the public hearing.

10.
The Superintendent, the proper officers of the Board of School Directors, the Solicitor, the Project Architect, the Financial Advisor, and the Bond Counsel are authorized and directed to take such other actions, obtain such approvals, and execute such documents as may be necessary, desired, or required to carry out the intent of this Resolution. 

DULY ADOPTED, by the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District this 25th day of November, 2008.

BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT;
Indiana and Westmoreland Counties, PA

(SCHOOL DISTRICT SEAL)
By 

     President, Board of School Directors

Attest:

Secretary, Board of School Directors

Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith, Bell voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby adopts the following resolution regarding the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District 403(b) Plan:
RESOLVED:  That the plan be adopted in the form attached hereto, which Plan is hereby adopted and approved;

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That the appropriate officers of the School District be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to execute the Plan on behalf of the School District;
RESOLVED FURTHER:  That the officers of the School District be, an they hereby are, authorized and directed to take any and all actions and execute and deliver such documents as they may deem necessary, appropriate or convenient to effect the foregoing resolutions including, without limitations, causing to be prepared and filed such reports documents or other information as may be required under applicable law.

Dated this 25th day of November, 2008.








Board President








Board Secretary

Treece, Brown, Johnson, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, E. Smith, Bell voting no.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL
Motion by Mr. Treece and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that upon consideration of the evidence presented at the Grievance Hearing held on November 5, 2008, the Board of School Directors hereby denies the Grievance filed by the Blairsville-Saltsburg Education Support Professions received on August 29, 2008, filed on behalf of all affected employees, BSESP Grievance No. 08/09-1, and further the Board authorizes the appropriate Board Officers to prepare and execute a written decision to the Grievance.  Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Treece and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that upon consideration of the evidence presented at the Grievance Hearing held on November 5, 2008, the Board of School Directors hereby denies the Grievance filed by the Blairsville-Saltsburg Education Association received on August 27, 2008, filed on behalf of all affected employees, BSEA Grievance No. 08/09-1, and further the Board authorizes the appropriate Board Officers to prepare and execute a written decision to the Grievance. Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Treece and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that upon consideration of the evidence presented at the Grievance Hearing held on November 5, 2008, the Board of School Directors hereby denies the Grievance filed by the Blairsville-Saltsburg Education Association received on August 27, 2008, filed on behalf of all affected employees, BSEA Grievance No. 08/09-2, and further the Board authorizes the appropriate Board Officers to prepare and execute a written decision to the Grievance. Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
POLICY

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the first reading of the following policies:

	Policy #
	Policy Title

	247
	Anti-Bullying/Cyber Bullying

	801
	Public Records


Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith and Bell voting no. Motion carried.
Citizens’ Remarks (Non-agenda items) – No remarks.
Remarks to Citizens – No remarks.
Other Business
There was discussion regarding terminating the services of N. John Cunzolo & Associates and Construction Manager for the building project.  The District can use a Clerk-of-the-Works for the project.  Mr. Cambest indicated there would be no termination fee if the District gives the company seven days notice of termination.  Approximately $70,000 has been approved for payment to the company.  The last two payments have not yet been released.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. E. Smith to amend the agenda to include the following resolution:

The Board of Directors hereby terminates the contract for services of N. John Cunzolo & Associates for Construction Manager effective December 2, 2008, in accordance with the termination provisions of the contract.  

Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Bell, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Johnson that the Board of Directors hereby terminates the contract for services of N. John Cunzolo & Associates for Construction Manager effective December 2, 2008, in accordance with the termination provisions of the contract.  Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Bell voting no.
John Warnick made public comment regarding the termination of the contract of N. Cunzolo & Associates.  He expressed concern regarding payments made and services provided.

Zachary Stemerick reported on activities held at SMHS.  He thanked the Board for hiring Matt Corridoni as the new musical and play director.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. E. Smith to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 pm.



Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
