REGULAR BOARD MEETING
NOVEMBER 4, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

November 4, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, November 4, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Elementary School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese



Linda Johnson
Michael LaMantia


George Rowley
Edward Smith


Michael Smith
Brett Treece


Mary Whitfield

Leigh Free, Jack Cambest, Eric Kocsis, Jay Batsa and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:21 pm.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2009, Regular Voting Meeting.  E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that the meeting was business as usual.  There are three evening meetings scheduled to talk about adult education programs and negotiations with teachers.

ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the meeting was held two weeks ago with the main topic of discussion being the State budget.  Since the budget was approved, money was starting to trickle in to the IU.  The IU had secured a line-of-credit to borrow as needed.  Otherwise, the meeting was business as usual.

Legislative Report – Mr. Mike Smith reported that he attended the School Leadership Conference recently.   They were talking about State health care for teachers.  If each school district would approve and got into the group, it would be broken down per the contract and would be paid by either the School District or employee. Most of the school districts are saying no.  There was also discussion about re-districting school districts and the length of the bus rides.  Most schools objected to it.
Standing Committee Report –No report. 

State/Federal Programs Update  – No report.

Citizen’s Remarks (agenda items only) – No remarks.

Remarks to Citizens – Mr. Ed Smith reported on his appointment to the Indiana County Tax Collection Committee and the meeting he attended.  There were 45 entities in attendance and the meeting was run by the Indiana County Commissioners.  Mr. Smith was appointed as Vice Chairman of the Committee.  The discussion was whether they would hire staff to collect the taxes or hire an independent tax collection agency.  The responsibility of the Committee will be to establish which method would be the most cost effective and efficient.  Mr. Smith indicated that there will be a minimal cost associated with the committee meetings and finalizing the results for which each entity would need to contribute.  They are looking at approximately $500 per entity.  A firm cost has not been determined at this point but he would like the Board to approve for this cost to be paid when the District is invoiced.
FINANCE

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown to amend the Finance section of the agenda to include the following resolution:

The Board of Directors hereby approves payment for additional costs associated with the EIT collection upon receipt of an invoice.

E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Mr. LaMantia had questions regarding the change orders that are on the agenda for approval.  Mr. Cambest, Mr. M. Smith and Mr. Kocsis answered his questions or informed him which would be addressed with the architects.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary)  E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the attached Accounts Payable be paid. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary)  E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Whitfield abstained. Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to designate $750,000 of the fund balance for future rate stabilization for employee retirement benefits. M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Phase II Pre-design Survey proposal for the Project Management Services for the renovations at the Saltsburg Middle/High School of Center for Environmental & Occupational Training, Inc. of Pittsburgh for asbestos abatement as presented. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individual requests for exoneration from payment of 2008/2009 Per Capita Taxes, having met all parameters established by the Board of Directors:

	
	Name
	Boro/Township

	1. 
	Pomposini, William
	Conemaugh

	2. 
	Roland, Cecelia
	Conemaugh

	3. 
	Sperik, Steven, Sr.
	Conemaugh

	4. 
	Sperlik, Susan
	Conemaugh

	5. 
	Tutarka, John
	Conemaugh

	6. 
	Bankosh, Tiffany
	Loyalhanna

	7. 
	Rado, Stephen James
	Loyalhanna


E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following resolution:

WHEREAS, it is generally financially advantageous to purchase school supplies in large quantity, and

WHEREAS, several local educational agencies in the ARIN Intermediate Unit 28 and Riverview Intermediate Unit 6 have formed a Cooperative Purchasing Program for the purpose of purchasing school supplies for the school year 2009-2010 and thereafter.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District/LEA Municipality agrees to a continuing participation in the ARIN IU Coordinated Cooperative Purchasing Program on a year-to-year basis for as long as it is advantageous to the school district to participate.

E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves payment for additional costs associated with the EIT collection upon receipt of an invoice. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following change orders for the Saltsburg K-12 campus as submitted by L. Robert Kimball & Associates:

	
	Change Order #
	Contractor
	Amount

	1. 
	GC-02
	J.C. Orr & Son, Inc.
	$70,063.53

	2. 
	EC-02
	Westmoreland Electric, Inc.
	$21,856.00

	3. 
	EC-03
	Westmoreland Electric, Inc.
	$69,821.00

	4. 
	FP-01
	Ryco, Inc.
	($5,800.00) credit

	5. 
	PC-03
	Ryco, Inc.
	$11,061.00


E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Whitfield abstained.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves PlanCon G: Project Accounting Based on Bids, as per documents received from PDE dated October 14, 2009. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

CURRICULUM

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the agreement between the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and Catapult Learning, LLC, to provide supplemental instructional services to Title I eligible students at local private schools attended by district students.  Terms of the agreement have been provided to the Board prior to November 4, 2009. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshop requests:

	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Kulik, Justin

SES
	1. PA State Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance.

Total cost to the district $663.98.
	11/19-21/09

	Kostic, Eric

SMHS
	2. Educational Transformation in the 21st Century

Total cost to the district $842.
	11/21-22/09

	Zetts, Mary Jo

SMHS
	3. Midwest Clinic – An International Band Conference

Total cost to the district $455. Employee to pay travel & lodging.
	12/16-18/09

	Berkey, James

Milanak, Melissa

SMHS
	4. US All-Star Track and Field Clinic.

Total cost to the district $1011.
	12/17-18/09

	Lopata, Kevin

BHS
	5. National Science Teachers Association National Conference.

Total cost to district $1,734.
	3/17-19/10

	McCloskey, Yolande

BMHS
	6. Annual PA School Librarians Association Conference

Total cost to the district $816.25.
	4/15/16/10


E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	SMHS – Remembering Adam
	1. Annual Teen Leadership Workshop at Rustic Lodge.
	$314
	11/5/09

	SMHS – Cheerleaders
	2. Bobcat Fall Cheer Challenge
	0
	11/7/09

	BHS – Stage Craft
	3. IUP Theater by the Grove
	$215
	11/16/09

	SMHS
	4. STEM Project – Indiana Regional Medical Center
	$201
	11/17/09

	SMHS – Cheerleaders
	5. PA Cheerleading & Dance Championship
	0
	11/21/09

	BHS – 9th Grade
	6. ICTC tour
	$256
	12/2/09

	BHS – FBLA
	7. Leadership Conference/Competition
	$214
	1/5/10

	SES – 5th Grade
	8. McKeever Outdoor Education Center
	$1360
	2/24-25/10

	SMHS – Science
	9. 2009 PA Science Olympiad Competition
	$690
	3/24/10

	SES – 5th Grade
	10. Gettysburg National Battlefield
	$2480
	5/6/10

	SMHS – Jrs. & Srs.
	11. Student Government Seminar at IUP
	$194
	5/24/10


E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2009-2010 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Missenda, Amanda
	Indiana
	Elementary

	2. 
	Tarosky, Mark
	Kittanning
	Guest Teacher

	3. 
	Kier, Angelina
	Slickville
	Nurse

	4. 
	Harenski, Megan
	Murrysville
	Elementary

	5. 
	Henry, Laura
	Saltsburg
	Elementary

	6. 
	DiGiorgio, Laura
	Armagh
	Guest Teacher

	7. 
	Lofland, Joseph
	Altoona
	Guest Teacher

	8. 
	Ream, Lisa
	Indiana
	Guest Teacher

	9. 
	Storch, Carrie
	Monroeville
	Guest Teacher

	10. 
	Trimarchi, William
	Indiana
	Guest Teacher

	11. 
	Wagner, Jason
	Hyde Park
	Guest Teacher


E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as non-professional substitutes for the 2009-2010 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	1. 
	Humphrey, Barbara
	Saltsburg
	Cafeteria, Noon-Hr. 


E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of Linda Lasher as a mentor teacher to Anthony Uccellini for the 2009-2010 school year, at a stipend of $375 for the year. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the long-term substitute appointment of Nathan Keller during the leave of absence of an elementary teacher at Saltsburg Elementary School, at a salary of $20,000, prorated to number of days worked based on a 184-day school year, with no additional benefits. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves for Paula Love to serve as volunteer swim coach for the Saltsburg Middle/High School for the 2009-2010 school year.  It is understood that all appropriate clearances are on file at the central administration office before any coaching activities. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves awarding a one-year supplemental contract to Lauren Pishney as SMHS 11th grade co-advisor for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $1,076.50 replacing Allison Weir who has transferred to BMS. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves awarding a one-year supplemental contract to Nate Newell as musical director at SMHS for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $2595. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves awarding a one-year supplemental contract to Paula Vrankovich as BHS girls’ junior varsity basketball coach for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $3819. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves awarding a one-year supplemental contract to Matt Moore as BSSD wrestling junior high assistant coach for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $3432. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Sherry Frassenei as building secretary for Saltsburg Elementary School with salary and benefits established by the bargaining unit contract with effective date of hire as November 9, 2009. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the family or medical leave for Bonnie Bell as established by the parameters set by the Board of Directors, effective October 27, 2009, through the end of the 2009-2010 school year.  It is understood that all accumulated leave will be exhausted before any uncompensated leave is used. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors hereby approves the family or medical leave for Brandon Fink as established by the parameters set by the Board of Directors, effective immediately.  It is understood that all accumulated leave will be exhausted before any uncompensated leave is used. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. LaMantia that the Board of Directors authorizes the execution of a Memorandum of Agreement regarding the length of employees work day for November 25, 2009, and December 23, 2009, between the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and the Blairsville-Saltsburg Education Association as attached. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary) E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
POLICY

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the first reading of a revision of policy #235 – Head Lice. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the first reading of the revised district policy manual. E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Other Business
There are no Other Business items at this time.

Citizens’ Remarks (Non-Agenda Items) – No remarks.
Response to Citizens – No remarks.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.
OTHER

Mr. LaMantia questioned the fact that the University of Pittsburgh is not going to conduct the superintendent search.  He also commented regarding the letter from Dr. Whisdosh and his concerns and recommendations for the school district.  These issues will be discussed in executive session.  

There was discussion regarding the formation of a committee to research consolidating sports teams from each end of the district to one team.

Motion by Mr. E. Smith and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to have the business manager contact PIAA to discuss the consolidation of the football program.  Additionally, Mr. Kocsis is directed to conduct a study of the rules, regulations and costs of the consolidation.  E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, Johnson, Rowley voting yes.  Treece, Brown, LaMantia, Caranese voting no.  Motion carried.

Discussion continued with the result being to study the conflicts and needs to consolidate all sports, extracurricular activities, bands, etc. 

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors directs the business manager to conduct a comprehensive study of the consolidation of all sports and extra-curricular activities.  The study should reflect the financial affect on the district.  E. Smith, M. Smith, Whitfield, LaMantia, Rowley voting yes.  Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting no.  Motion carried.
Mr. Rowley and Mr. E. Smith thanked Linda Johnson for the time she devoted to the school board and the fact that she has always thought of the kids when making decisions.

Mr. Cambest announced there would be an executive session following the meeting to discuss personnel and legal issues.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that being no further business, the meeting will adjourn at 8:30 pm.



Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
