REGULAR VOTING MEETING
OCTOBER 15, 2008


BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

October 15, 2008

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, October 15, 2008, in the Cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


George Rowley
Brett Treece

Michael LaMantia Edward Smith, and Michael Smith were absent.

Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece to approve the minutes of the September 3, 2008, Special Board Meeting and the September 17, 2008, Regular Meeting.  Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – No report due to the absence of Mr. M. Smith.

ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the meeting would be held next Tuesday evening.
Legislative Report – No report.

Standing Committee Report – Mr. Kocsis reported that the State Auditors would begin the audit of the 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 school years on Monday, October 20th. 
State/Federal Programs Update  – No report.

Student Representative Report – Christine Pascoe reported on various activities taking place at the Saltsburg schools.

Citizen’s Remarks

John Warnick, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding enrollment, taxes, attendance lines.

Dr. Thomas Meloy, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding petitions, executive committee meetings, committee meetings and previous questions.

Connie Constantino, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding curriculum.

Ann DeValerio, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding building plans.

John Zedick, Blairsville resident, signed in to address the Board regarding building of a new elementary school in Saltsburg.

Jack Maguire, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding correct dates for past action by the Board.

Dan Satler, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding building project issues.

Remarks to Citizens

Mr. Kocsis responded to public comment stating that the District’s gross debt service is $3 million and the $900,000 reimbursement encompasses all debt the school district has at this time.

Mr. Bell stated that he recently read that United SD adopted a school policy on telephonic communication at Board meetings.  Their policy provides that the absent member participates in the entire meeting not just the voting portion of the meeting.  Mr. Bell would like to see our policy changed to reflect this requirement.

There was discussion regarding moving the citizens’ comments regarding non-agenda items to the end of the agenda.

FINANCE

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)    Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the attached Accounts Payable be paid.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)     Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the proposal from L. Robert Kimball & Associates, Inc. for geotechnical services, technical scope of services for the new elementary school addition at the Saltsburg Middle/High School site, at a cost of $35,620. Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individual requests for exoneration from payment of 2008 Per Capita Taxes, having met all parameters established by the Board of Directors:

	
	Name
	Boro/Township

	1. 
	Charles Hilty, Jr.
	Conemaugh

	2. 
	Dorothy Boehme
	Conemaugh

	3. 
	Stanley Mull
	Conemaugh

	4. 
	Kyle Gundy
	Loyalhanna

	5. 
	Katie Provias
	Loyalhanna


Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the agreement between Adelphoi Village, Inc. and the district for the partial hospitalization program for the 2008-2009 school year.  Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
CURRICULUM

There are no items for approval.
PERSONNEL
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshop requests:
	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Brida, Jim

Admin
	1. Approval to attend PDE update conference at 7-Springs.  Total cost $706.
	10/20-23/08


Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	BHS – Quiz Bowl
	1. Indiana County Quiz Bowl Competitions
	$572
Transportation

Substitutes
	10/14/08
11/12/08

12/2/08

	SMHS – Quiz Bowl
	2. Indiana County Quiz Bowl Competition
	$583
Transportation

Substitutes
	10/14/08

11/12/08

12/2/08

	SMHS – Band
	3. Fright Night at Kennywood
	No Cost
	10/18/08

	SMHS
	4. Hometown Hi-Q at KDKA-TV
	$177
Transportation
	10/18/08

	BHS – Chorus
	5. IRMC Teddy Bear Fundrive Kickoff
	$98
Transportation
	11/3/08

	BMHS – Stage Crew
	6. Basic Stage Craft experience
	$110
Transportation
	11/19/08

	BMHS – Chorus
	7. Indiana Co. Chorus Festival
	$636
Registration

Transportation

Substitute
	11/21 & 22/08

	SMHS – 7th Gr. English
	8. A Musical Christmas Carol at Byham Theater
	$524

Transportation

Registration

Substitute
	12/17/08

	BHS – FBLA
	9. Regional Competition
	$205
Transportation

Substitute
	12/19/08

	BMS – Chorus
	10. PMEA District 3 Choral Festival
	$197
Transportation
	1/14-17/09

	BHS – Yearbook
	11. David Chack Studio
	No Cost
	1/21/09


	BHS – Spanish
	12. Tour of dinosaur exhibits in Spanish
	$289
Transportation

Substitute
	2/6/09

	BSSD – Spanish
	13. Omnimax film in Spanish
	$399
Transportation

Substitutes
	3/12/09

	BSSD – Music Dept.
	14. Choral Theatre Trip to New York
	No Cost
	5/15-17/09

	SMHS – EcoAction
	15. EcoAction Canoe and Camping Trip
	No Cost
	5/16-17/09

	BSSD – Spanish
	16. San Juan and Beyond in Puerto Rico
	No Cost
	6/8-15/09


Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2008-2009 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Hower, Sarah
	Seward
	Elementary

	2.
	Speal, Daniel
	Saltsburg
	Special Education

	3.
	Julock, Shawn
	Indiana
	Elementary


Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as non-professional substitutes for the 2008-2009 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	2. 
	Belice, Beverly
	Blairsville
	Secretary, Aide, Cafeteria

	3. 
	Fenton, Gene
	Indiana
	Aide, Tech Aide, Copy Aide, Noon-hr.

	4. 
	Gilligan, Patricia
	Blairsville
	Secretary, Noon-hr., Aide

	5. 
	Kukula, Marilyn
	Blairsville
	Secretary, Aide

	6. 
	LaMantia, Kevin
	Blairsville
	Custodian, Maintenance


Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following spare bus drivers and aides for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as employees of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817.

	
	Name
	Residence

	7. 
	Okopal, Thomas
	Clarksburg


Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring Gretchen Stiffler as a 3.75/hour satellite cafeteria aide Blairsville Elementary School, effective October 15, 2008, with salary and benefits determined by the bargaining unit contract.  Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Joyce Greece as Saltsburg Middle/High School drama and musical co-director, effective immediately.  Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Debra Shirley as SMHS yearbook advisor, SMHS SAP team member, SMHS assistant to the principal and BSSD softball head coach, effective October 2, 2008.  Further, the Board authorizes the administration to post to fill these vacancies.  Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the long-term substitute appointment of Benjamin Washnock, for Saltsburg Middle/High School, during the leave of absence of Frank DelVecchio, effective October 13, 2008, at a salary of $20,000 prorated to number of days worked, based on a 184/day school year, with no additional benefits.  Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves granting tenure to Jessica Pritts, secondary guidance counselor at Blairsville High School, having successfully completed three years of satisfactory teaching in the state of PA.  Johnson, Rowley, Bell, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

POLICY
Mr. M. Smith was contacted via telephone to participate in the meeting.

Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the second readings and adoption of the following policies as presented by the Policy Committee and upon review from the solicitor:

	
	Policy #
	Title

	1.
	006
	Meetings

	2.
	101
	Philosophy of Education

	3.
	102
	Educational Goals

	4.
	103
	Affirmative Action Program – School & Classroom

	5.
	104
	Affirmative Action Program – Employment

	6.
	105
	Curriculum Development

	7.
	105.1
	Curriculum Review by Parents


Johnson, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley, Bell voting no.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS
There are no items for approval.

Report of the Superintendent – No report.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Brown to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm.



Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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