Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, PA 15717

724-459-5500

September 2, 2009
 Final Agenda

Workshop Meeting Agenda

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance and Silent Meditation

3. Roll Call

4. Review of Agenda

5. Items of Discussion

Regular Meeting Agenda

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Approval of the minutes of the August 5, 2009, Regular Meeting

Approval of the minutes of the August 19, 2009, Special Meeting

4. Indiana County Technology Center Report - Mr. E. Smith

5. ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley

6. Legislative Report – Mr. M. Smith
7. Standing Committee Report

8. State/Federal Programs Report
9. Citizens’ Remarks (agenda items only)
10. Items of Business Regarding Finance:

Motion to approve and/or ratify action on School Finance items 10a through 10g, in accordance with provisions of the Public School Code and Series 600 of the District Policy Manual, as hereinafter described:

a. Financial Reports – The Board of Director at this time shall consider ratification/approval of current School District financial reports including the treasurer’s report, all of which have been provided the Board in advance of tonight’s meeting and will be included in the official Minutes of this meeting.

b. Payment of Bills – The Board shall consider ratification/approval of all the bills paid from the school district funds since the last regular meeting of the Board of Directors on August 5, 2009.  Bill listings were provided to the Board prior to tonight’s meeting and will be included in the official Minutes of this meeting.

c. The Board of Directors hereby approves the Plancon Part F Attachment C, Post-Bid Opening Certifications for the Saltsburg K-12 School, as submitted.

d. The Board of Directors hereby approves the Plancon – H01, Part H:  Project Financing for the Saltsburg K-12 School, as submitted.

e. The Board of Directors hereby approves the exoneration requests from the following individuals all being Burrell Township residents from payment of 2008 Per Capita Taxes having met the parameters established by the Board of Directors, all are residents of Conemaugh Township:
1. Eaton, Ted
2. Fink, Catherine

3. Gais, Beth

4. Hilty, Charles, Jr.

5. Hilty, Charles C, Sr.

f. WHEREAS, emerging from the national recession requires that Pennsylvania make smart choice today that improve the ability of our students to compete in the high-skills global economy and avoid local property tax hikes that will hurt families and senior citizens who are experiencing tough economic times; and

 

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provides Pennsylvania with significant resources to invest in basic education to accelerate academic improvement, stop program cuts and eliminations and prevent staff layoffs that would otherwise occur as local revenue has fallen; and

 


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met it mandate to pass a budget on time and approved its budget for the 2009-2010 fiscal year on June 24, 2009; and 

 


WHEREAS, because the Pennsylvania General Assembly did not pass a state budget before June 30 and school districts had to estimate the amount of state funding that they would receive based on an unprecedented range of possibilities due to the ideological differences between policymakers in Harrisburg; and

 


WHEREAS, expectations for students do not diminish just because economic times are difficult and school districts must still continue to provide the necessary programs and supports that will enable students to meet academic standards; and 

 


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District presumed that the Pennsylvania General Assembly would appropriate at least $300 million for school districts in the basic education subsidy since that is what Governor Rendell first proposed in February and for more than two decades the funding level proposed by the Governor in February has been a minimum funding level that school districts receive in the state budget; and 

 


WHEREAS, several state budget proposals reduced funding for valuable educational programs – in addition to the basic educations subsidy – and including the Accountability Block Grant program, Dual Enrollment, charter school reimbursement and Pre-K Counts;; and 

 


WHEREAS, the increase in education funding touted by proponents of the Senate version of House Bill 1416 and similar proposals comes from federal dollars for Title I, Title II-D and IDEA are essentially categorical funds and will only help certain students, in certain schools; and 

WHEREAS, one quarter of Pennsylvania’s school districts won’t benefit from increased funding from Title I and would only receive increases in IDEA, which will only help pay for special education services; and


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District will be forced to cut programs if the basic education subsidy is not increased by at least $300 million using stimulus dollars; and


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District has taken proactive cost-cutting measures to reduce expenses by $400,000, even before the board of directors adopted its final budget, and those cuts included the elimination of staff; and


WHEREAS. The Senate version of House Bill 1416 cuts state funding for basic education by $729 million and uses temporary stimulus funds to take its place – putting $1.2 million of Blairsville-Saltsburg School District’s funds at risk when the stimulus money expires in just two years, equal to the cost of a 15-mill local tax increase.

WHEREAS, rolling-back state funding for basic education will create a fiscal crisis for school districts and that impact will be felt in the years to come by students and property taxpayers; and


WHEREAS, rolling-back state funding for basic education and using stimulus dollars to level fund basic education would mean that Pennsylvania abandons its first basic education funding formula in almost two decades and essentially abandons the principles of adequacy and equity; and


WHEREAS, the Senate version of House Bill 1416 threatens the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District’s ability to continue increasing student achievement and further exacerbates the inequity in the state versus local share of public education funding; and


WHEREAS, the U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has indicated that Pennsylvania will jeopardize its competitive position to gain access to the ‘Race to the Top’ discretion grant dollars if the Commonwealth “disproportionately reduced its education budge and/or” if Pennsylvania does “nothing more than backfill budget holes” with stimulus funds; NOW THEREFORE
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District calls on the General Assembly to enact a 2009-2010 budget that does all of the following:
1. Increases basic education funding by at least $300 million so school districts can meet Year 2 funding targets;
2. Keep Pennsylvania on tract for real education reform by maintaining the commitment to the basic education funding formula; and

3. Maintain the state’s investment in public education by not rolling-back state funds in the basic education subsidy.

 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be submitted to all local newspapers and television stations, to the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District’s elected Senators and Representatives in the General Assembly, to the leaders of the Legislature, to the chairmen of the Education and Appropriations Committees in the Senate and the House, and to the Governor of Pennsylvania. 

g. The Board of Directors hereby approves the change orders for work at on the Saltsburg K-12 complex as per attachment provided by the business manager.
For Board Action by Roll Call Vote on Finance Items 10a through 10g.

11. Items of Business Regarding Curriculum:

Motion to approve Business Regarding Curriculum item 11a in accordance with provisions of the Public School Code and Series 300, 400 and 500 of the District Policy Manual, as hereinafter described:
a. The Board of Directors hereby approves the Concurrent Enrollment Agreement between Indiana University of Pennsylvania and the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District (dual-enrollment) from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.
For Board Action by Roll Call Vote on Business Regarding Curriculum items 11a.
12. Items of Business Regarding Personnel:

Motion to approve Personnel items 12a through 12m in accordance with provisions of the Public School Code and Series 300, 400 and 500 of the District Policy Manual, as hereinafter described:

a. The Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests (copies of all field trip requests are attached for information purposes): 

	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	SMHS Cheerleaders
	1. Indiana County Fair Expo
	No Cost to District
	9/3/09

	BHS AP English & Honors English
	2. “The Glass Menagerie” at the Mountain Playhouse in Jennerstown
	$907
	9/15/09

	SMHS EcoAction
	3. Loyalhanna Lake
	No Cost
	9/19-20/09

	SMHS Cheerleaders
	4. WOAA Cheering Competition
	No Cost
	9/20/09

	SMHS Biology II
	5. Pittsburgh Zoo Keeper Conversations
	$472
	9/30/09

	BHS 11th & 12th Grades
	6. College/Career Fair at IUP
	$250
	10/6/09

	SES 5th Grade
	7. Fort Necessity in Farmington
	PTA
	10/6/09

	BES 5th Grade
	8. Old Bedford Village
	$770
	10/9/09

	SES 5th Grade
	9. Fort Ligonier
	PTA
	10/15/09

	BHS Marching Band
	10. Fright Night at Kennywood
	Boosters
	10/24/09


b. The Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of professional substitutes for the 2009-2010 school year, pending all pre-employment requirements:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Allen, Carol
	Indiana
	Elementary

	2. 
	Battaglia, Jennifer
	Latrobe
	Elementary

	3. 
	King, David
	Graceton
	Elementary

	4. 
	McCroskey, Jennifer
	Homer City
	Elementary

	5. 
	Murray, Allan
	Pittsburgh
	Health & PE

	6. 
	Powell, Gregory
	Patton
	Health & PE

	7. 
	Satler, Tawnya
	Saltsburg
	Elementary

	8. 
	Shoop, Jocelyn
	Indiana
	Health & PE

	9. 
	McGraw, Andrea
	Indiana
	English

	10. 
	Mistretta, Richard
	Homer City
	Library Science

	11. 
	Cormier, Justin
	Indiana
	English


c. The Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of non-professional substitutes for the 2009-2010 school year, pending all pre-employment requirements:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	1. 
	Brunner, Tiffany
	Saltsbrg
	Maintenance, Custodial, Cafeteria

	2. 
	Grimplin, Colleen
	Saltsburg
	Secretary, Aide

	3. 
	Testa, Leanne
	Saltsburg
	Cafeteria

	4. 
	Wesenberg, Cynthia
	Black Lick
	Secretary, Aide, Cafeteria


d. The Board of Directors hereby approves the request of Michele Sisitki, elementary at Blairsville Elementary School, for leave without pay under the provisions of Article XIII, Leaves, Paragraph C, with an effective commencement date and return to work date to be provided to the District by the employee, provided, however, that such unpaid leave shall not exceed twelve (12) months, as provided for under Article XIII, paragraph C.
e. The Board of Directors hereby approves the military leave of absence for David Dollman, teacher at Blairsville High School, September 14 – 20, 2009.
f. The Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Joni Lynn Bopp as noon-hour supervisor at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective August 17, 2009.
g. The Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Leanne Testa as noon-hour supervisor for Saltsburg Elementary School for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $7.25, pending receipt of all pre-employment requirements.

h. The Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Lisa Cunliffe as noon-hour supervisor for Saltsburg Middle/High School for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $7.25, pending receipt of all pre-employment requirements.

i. The Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Anne Gros-Gean as noon-hour supervisor for Saltsburg Elementary School for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $7.25, pending receipt of all pre-employment requirements.

j. The Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year supplementary contract for Joseph Sembrat, as Saltsburg Middle/High School Assistant Junior High Girls’ Basketball Coach for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $3432.
k. The Board of Directors hereby approves for Todd McCullough to serve as a volunteer football coach at Saltsburg Middle/High School for the 2009-2010 school year.

l. The Board of Directors hereby approves for Marty Steele to serve as a volunteer football coach at Saltsburg Middle/High School for the 2009-2010 school year, with clearances on file in the administration office.

m. The Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of mentor teachers for newly hired professional staff, at a stipend of $375 for the 2009-2010 school year:
	
	New Staff Member
	Mentor
	Location/Assignment

	1. 
	Chantelle Colinet
	Becky Stiffler
	SES – 1st grade

	2. 
	Kelsey Dietrich
	Brandy DelleDonne
	SES – 1st grade

	3. 
	Kim Ferguson
	Molly Carr
	SES – Reading Specialist

	4. 
	Justin Kulik
	David Gerstel
	SES – Health & PE

	5. 
	Todd McCullough
	Bernie Stadtmiller
	SMHS – Technology Education

	6. 
	Joseph Sembrat
	James Berkey
	SMHS – Social Studies

	7. 
	Cheri Kitch
	Keven Lopata
	BMS/BHS – Art


For Board Action by Roll Call Vote on Personnel Items 12a through 12m.

13. Policy:

Motion to approve Policy items 13a through 13b in accordance with provisions of the Public School Code and Series 300, 400 and 500 of the District Policy Manual, as hereinafter described:

a. The Board of Directors hereby approves the second reading and adoption of the following policy as presented:
	
	Policy #
	Title

	1.
	201a
	Enrollment of Students


For Board Action by Roll Call Vote on Policy Item 13a.

14. Other Business:

Motion to approve Other Business item 14a in accordance with provisions of the Public School Code and Series 300, 400 and 500 of the District Policy Manual, as hereinafter described:
a. The Board of Directors hereby accepts, with regret and appreciation for many years of devoted service, the resignation request of Mr. Paul Bell as a member of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Board of Directors, effective immediately, due to relocation.  Mr. Bell’s term of office was due to expire in December of 2009.  Furthermore, the Board authorizes the board secretary to advertise according to Public School Code.

For Board Action by Roll Call Vote on Other Business item 14a.

15. Report of the Superintendent

16. Report of the Solicitor

17. Citizens’ Comments (non-Agenda items)

18. Board Comments

19. Adjournment
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