BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

September 17, 2007
The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Monday, September 17, 2007, in the Multi-purpose Room at the Saltsburg Elementary School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Michael LaMantia

George Rowley
Edward Smith

Dan Speal
Mary Whitfield

Lance Alexander, Paul Bell and Karen Shusko were absent.
Mr. Nadonley, Theresa Hanley, Eric Kocsis, Ron Saffron, Leigh Free, Zach Stemerick and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Mary Whitfield, Board Vice President, called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  The minutes of the July 16, 2007, Regular Meeting; August 13, 2007, Special Voting Meeting; and, August 29, 2007, Regular Meeting were approved as mailed.
Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Smith reported that the meeting is this coming Tuesday.  School started out very well.  The ICTC is looking to hire a new special education facilitator.  The search is narrowed down to one candidate.
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the meeting will be held tomorrow night so there is no report this month.
Legislative Report – Ms. Whitfield reported that the Leadership Conference is in October and she will be attending to vote on behalf of the Board.
State/Federal Program Update – Ms. Hanley reported that we will be sending in our Strategic Plan as soon as it is approved this evening.  The Board has received a handout showing some minor revisions to the plan.

Standing Committee Report - No report.
Student Representative Reports

Zach Stemerick, Saltsburg Junior representative, reported the following to the Board:
· Zach introduced himself to the Board.  He is the Junior class president, 16 years old, President of the Student Council, Co-captain of the cross country team, member of the marching band, participated in musicals, member of the track team.
· The varsity football team is 0-3.  They have high hopes for the game with Marion Center.

· The marching band and cheerleaders will be in the festival at Homer Center.

· The cross country team is currently undefeated.  They took 5th place in the Forest Hills Invitational and will be traveling to State College.

· The volleyball team is doing great this season.
Mr. Nadonley addressed the citizens stating that there seems to be a concern over sports and consolidation of sports.  For the past two months I have been meeting with the committee to see how we would go about consolidating sports when the time comes.  Due to logistics and rules of the PIAA, consolidation of sports will not happen next year.  Under PIAA we are required to submit a letter of intent.  No item on the agenda tonight or in the foreseeable future  to consolidate the sports.  We must send a letter on an odd number year of our intent.  We are currently looking at issues such as contracts, school schedules, etc.  Supplemental contracts are up this year but we will do the contracts one year at a time.  In talking with the District 6 chairperson, it would most likely happen in the 2009-2010 school year which is one year before the new building.  It all depends on enrollment and rules.  The committee will continue to meet in my office so we make the proper notifications to PIAA.  I would strongly encourage you that if you hear something, please call my office.  I went through this process with other sports that were combined.  Please call and I will try to get back to you within 24 hours if I am not available.
Citizens’ Remarks
Jeff Clawson, Saltsburg resident signed in to address the Board regarding Saltsburg basketball.  He stated that he has had the privilege of being a coach for 15 years in Saltsburg.  He is here to represent the Saltsburg basketball team.  In the past he has worked with Mr. Nadonley with his kids and he has never steered me wrong.  Basketball in Saltsburg is alive and doing well.  The Junior High record is 19-2, J.V. is 16-2 and Varsity is 21-8.  There are a lot of upcoming exciting years.  The number of students participating before the merger will be over 80 kids who will lose out on the right to play basketball.  To consolidate the teams prematurely would create a bad situation.  Saltsburg is a sports town, definitely basketball oriented.  The people would rather deal with it in three years and should not be taken away from this town now.
Traci Penatzer, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding combining sports.  She stated that she has a daughter that graduated from Saltsburg.  She would like to thank the school board and the teachers.  Students participating in sports and extra-curricular activities creates a well-rounded education.  When you make the decision, please be careful.
Diann McElwian, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding the installment plan.  She stated that she is the Saltsburg Borough tax collector.  She read a letter from the Blairsville and Saltsburg tax collectors requesting additional money for collecting taxes on the installment plan.  She stated that the installment plan creates extra tax bills, reports, etc.  This request was the resolution that was voted on at last month’s meeting.  She stated that she had six people who paid using the installment plan.  $168.88 was collected.  If she received the extra two percent she would have received a total of $10.80.  Was this too much to ask?  

Bev Caranese, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding consolidation/sports.  She stated that she agrees with part of what Mr. Nadonley is talking about but if you are consolidating sports before consolidation it will be a problem for Saltsburg students.  The chief proponent of consolidation is Mike LaMantia.  She stated she heard the LaMantia family has offer to donate the money for the stadium if it is named after the family.  She asked who the members of the committee were.

Mr. Nadonley stated that the committee is an advisory committee made up of the two athletic directors, two high school principals, himself, Eric Kocsis, Dan Speal and Mike LaMantia.  There has been no discussion whatsoever to name the field or no discussion about a field.  Ms. Caranese stated that one of the plans had a stadium in it.

Linda Johnson, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding consolidation/sports.  She stated that it seems that some people are trying to find clarification of her character.  She is a wife, concerned parent, teacher, and an individual who believes you should stand up for what you want.  It is being said that SOS put out that the Board was going to vote on this tonight.  We did not say that.  What was said is that there was a strong possibility that all activities were moving to Blairsville next year.  The School Board stands up and gives a smoke screen.  Education includes the classroom, extra-curricular activities, clubs, football, basketball, cheerleading, majorettes.  Please do not consolidate any sorts until physical consolidation occurs.
Kelly Yard, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding consolidation.  She expressed her discontent with the plan to consolidation.  Blairsville has everything to gain and nothing to lose.  Everything will be unchanged for Blairsville.  The Saltsburg students will have to catch a bus one hour earlier to get to school and come home an hour later.

John Hanna, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding consolidation.  He stated that he appreciates the Superintendent speaking today.  You stated that you have to make the initial investigation of the consolidation of sports now but it will not happen until 2009-2010.  Can the consolidation of sports be delayed for a year.  Mr. Nadonley responded that he will look into it but he is not sure if it can be done.  He stated he has some concerns with the “Letter to the Editor” with regards to lack of attention given to the budget.  The consolidation is something the Board is not mandated to do but is doing voluntarily.  Consolidation will impact all students as a 
negative and not a positive.  Consolidation will impact the people dramatically.  This is not the right track for this district to take.

Remarks to Citizens
Ed Smith commented that the Board can take all the comments and criticism that the public has to give but the public should not bring Mr. and Mrs. LaMantia into this.  He can not believe that you people think the LaMantia family would stoop that low.  Please do not bring Michael’s mother and father into this.
Linda Brown stated that she is a member of the Saltsburg community and loves this community.  She stated that you, as Board members, do not respect us.  It does not matter how minute the issue, you do not listen to us.  She stated she loves to coach and never cuts a kid from her squad no matter how bad or how good.  There is enough time for cutting in life.
FINANCE

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the following Financial Report be approved and placed on file. Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
(Financial Report available for public review in the Office of the Board Secretary)
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the following Accounts Payable be paid.  Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, Smith voting yes.  LaMantia voted yes to all accounts payable with the exception of Cafeteria account check #5244 to D. LaMantia & Co., Inc. to which he abstained.  Motion carried.

(Bill Listings are available for public review in the Office of the Board Secretary)

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to designate $50,000 of the fund balance for future dental expenditures, as presented at the workshop meeting by Mr. Kocsis.  (Attachment #1) Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of individuals from payment of 2007 Per Capita Taxes, having met the parameters established by the Board of Directors:

Loyalhanna Township

1. Brink, Lillian



2. Buskey, Robert E. III


3. Cable, Lindsay


4. Kujawa, Jason


5. Provias, Katie



6. Rossi, Jason



7. Smith, Janice

Saltsburg Boro

8. Craft, Amanda

Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley to amend the Personnel section of the agenda as follows:

Amend resolution 14i to read as follows:

The Board of Directors hereby creates a temporary full-time Title 1 Instructional Assistant position at the Blairsville Elementary School, which position is to be funded by Title 1 funds and which position is created for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year only.  The Title 1 funds to be utilized to pay for this position are available to the District only for the 2007-2008 school year.

Add the following resolutions:

The Board of Directors hereby approves the temporary transfer of Kimberly Knupp to the newly created temporary full-time Title 1 Instructional Assistant position at the Blairsville Elementary School for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year only, effective September 18, 2007, and at the salary rate and with benefits as set forth in the collective bargaining agreement and with the understanding that at the conclusion of the 2007-2008 school year Kimberly Knupp shall transfer to the part-time Instructional Assistant position at the Blairsville Elementary School that she held prior to this temporary transfer.  Kimberly Knupp is highly qualified in compliance with the provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).

The Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill the temporarily vacant part-time Instructional Assistant position resulting from the temporary transfer of Kimberly Knupp, which position is to be filled for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year only.
Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Ms. Whitfield asked if there were any citizens remarks pertaining to these amendments.  There were none.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following conference/workshop requests:

	Name
	Workshop/Conference
	Dates

	Muir, Kathy

Shimer, Lisa

SMHS
	1. Approval to attend the Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of Mathematics in Valley Forge.  Total cost to the district will be $1390 ($90 registration; $300 travel; $300 meals; $450 substitutes; $250 lodging).
	11/7-9/07

	Lentz, Kirk

BHS
	2. Approval to attend the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language.  Total cost to the district will be approximately $1400 ($300 registration; $450 transportation; $150 substitutes; $500 lodging).
	11/15-16


Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests: 

	Name
	Activity
	Dates

	Jake, Stephanie

BSSD
	3. Approval to accompany gifted support students from the district to The Pittsburgh Renaissance Festival in West Newton.  There will be no cost to the district.
	9/18/07

	Gerstel, David

Carr, Molly

Corridoni, Nicole

SES
	4. Approval to accompany the 5th grade students to Fort Necessity in Farmington.  Total cost to the district will be $565 for transportation.
	9/25/07

	Muir, Kathy

Dixon, Geoff

SMHS
	5. Approval to accompany the senior class to PNC park for a senior activity.  There will be no cost to the district.
	9/26/07

	Gerstel, David

Carr, Molly

Titmus, Doug

SES
	6. Approval to accompany the 5th grade students to Fort Ligonier.  Total cost to the district will be $175 for transportation.
	10/3/07

	DeMarines, Valerie

Forte, John

BMS
	7. Approval to accompany the 7th and 8th grade students to compete in the Indiana County Junior Envirothon at Yellow Creek State Park.  Total cost to the district will be $306 ($156 transportation; $150 substitutes).
	10/4/07

	Zetts, Mary Jo

Mottillo, Jason

DeForno, Jennifer

SMHS
	8. Approval to accompany the music department students to Kennywood Fright Night.  There will be no cost to the district.
	10/5/07

	Palazzi, Linsey

Droste, Heather

SMHS
	9. Approval to accompany general science students to the NASA Mission, Return to the Moon at Wheeling Jesuit College.  Total cost to the district will be $1078 ($378 transportation; $550 registration; $150 substitutes).
	10/11/07

	Foust, Jane

Stefanelli, Joanne

Lupyan, Heather

Phelan, Eileen

BES
	10. Approval to accompany the 5th grade students to Old Bedford Village.  Total cost to the district will be $75 for a nurse substitute.
	10/11/07

	Henigin, Kimberly

DeMarine, Val

Lloyd, Julianne

Mikesic, Mary Jane

Stile, Barbara

BMS
	11. Approval to accompany the 8th grade students to the Carnegie Science Center/Sports Work Complex in Pittsburgh.  Total cost to the district will be $708 for transportation.
	10/12/07


	Highberger, Sharon

Lentz, Kirk

BSSD
	12. Approval to accompany the Spanish III students to Fox Chapel High School for a performance.  Total cost to the district will be $384 ($234 transportation; $150 substitutes).
	10/15/07

	Spadafora, Jolene

Droste, Heather

SMHS
	13. Approval to accompany chemistry and physics students to Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall for a lecture.  Total cost to the district will be $322 ($172 transportation; $150 substitutes).
	11/14/07

	Rovison, Brenda

Bowen, Donna

Stuchal, Scott

Joyce, Kim

BMS
	14. Approval to accompany the 6th grade students to A Musical Christmas Carole in Pittsburgh.  Total cost to the district will be $507 ($432 transportation; $75 substitute).
	12/19/07

	Moore, Alice

Orvosh, Melinda

Schwartz, Dana

Mottillo, Jason

BHS
	15. Approval to accompany the BHS marching band to Orlando, FL to perform Disney’s Magic Kingdom.  Total cost to the district will be $225 for substitutes.
	2/12-17/08

	Palazzi, Linsey

SMHS
	16. Approval to accompany the Biology II and Eco Action students to the Carnegie Science Center in Pittsburgh.  Total cost to the district will be $2096 ($800 for registration; $696 transportation; $600 substitutes).
	3/3/08

	Droste, Heather

Muir, Kathy

Shimer, Lisa

Dixon, Geoff

SMHS
	17. Approval to accompany the physics and math students to Kennywood Physics and Math Day.  Total cost to the district will be $2055 ($1470 registration; $360 transportation; $225 substitutes).
	5/14/08


Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2007-2008 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Kubeldis, Kacy
	Derry
	Art

	2. 
	Lehman, Catherine
	New Derry
	Elementary

	3. 
	Luce, Brian
	Indiana
	Social Studies/English

	4. 
	Ludwig, Gregory
	New Florence
	Elementary

	5. 
	Marks, Helen
	Latrobe
	Physics

	6. 
	Syster, Desiree
	Apollo
	Biology

	7. 
	Uccellini, Anthony
	Indiana
	Health & PE

	8. 
	Walbeck, Robin
	Blairsville
	Math


Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as non-professional substitute personnel for the 2007-2008 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	9. 
	Albitz, Patricia
	Saltsburg
	Secretary, Noon/Hr, Aide, Cafeteria

	10. 
	George, Debbie
	Blairsville
	Instructional Aide

	11. 
	Sweeney, Monica
	Blairsville
	Secretary/Instructional Aide


Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of Linda Brown as volunteer junior high cheerleading coach in Saltsburg for the 2007-2008 school year.  Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of Jessica Stitt as volunteer junior high cheerleading coach in Saltsburg for the 2007-2008 school year.  Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the change in hours/day for Jill Elkin, special education instructional aide at Blairsville Middle School from 3.75-hours/day to 4.75 hours/day, effective August 27, 2007.  Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Christine Long, learning support teacher at Blairsville Elementary School, effective date to be determined by successful filling of the position.  Further, the Board authorized the administration to post and/or advertise to fill this vacancy.  Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby creates a temporary full-time Title 1 Instructional Assistant position at the Blairsville Elementary School, which position is to be funded by Title 1 funds and which position is created for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year only.  The Title 1 funds to be utilized to pay for this position are available to the District only for the 2007-2008 school year.  Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the temporary transfer of Kimberly Knupp to the newly created temporary full-time Title 1 Instructional Assistant position at the Blairsville Elementary School for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year only, effective September 18, 2007, and at the salary rate and with benefits as set forth in the collective bargaining agreement and with the understanding that at the conclusion of the 2007-2008 school year Kimberly Knupp shall transfer to the part-time Instructional Assistant position at the Blairsville Elementary School that she held prior to this temporary transfer.  Kimberly Knupp is highly qualified in compliance with the provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise to fill the temporarily vacant part-time Instructional Assistant position resulting from the temporary transfer of Kimberly Knupp, which position is to be filled for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year only.  Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Strategic Plan for 2007-2013 as presented at the August 2007 meeting.  Furthermore, the Board expresses their appreciation to the committee for all the planning and preparation that was involved in this project.  Speal, Brown, Whitfield, Rowley, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Report of the Superintendent – The approval of the Strategic Plan will guide us for the next six years.    The administration will be advertising for a special education position and  a long-term substitute position in science.  The administration will be advertising for substitutes in the newspaper.  We will need to talk about substitute rates because some of the other school districts have raised their rates and we are losing subs to them.  We must be competitive.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.
Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.




Mary J. Whitfield, Board Vice President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
