BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

September 10, 2007

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Monday, September 10, 2007, in the Multi-purpose Room at the Saltsburg Elementary School with the following members present:


Lance Alexander
Linda Brown (arrive 6:40)


Michael LaMantia
George Rowley


Edward Smith
Dan Speal


Mary Whitfield


Paul Bell and Karen Shusko were absent.

Mr. Nadonley, Theresa Hanley, Ron Saffron, Leigh Free, Tim Haselhoff, Joyce Henderson, Don Davis, Shirley Johnson, Eric Kostic and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Whitfield called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.

Greer Hayden and Andreas Dometakis of HHSDR, the architects for the proposed building program attended the meeting to address the Board and public regarding the final design plan for the construction of additions and alterations to the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior/Senior High School Project.  A booklet was handed out by the architects.  Mr. Hayden informed the Board that this was a draft of what would be given to the media and public for review once the final corrections were made.

Mr. LaMantia asked how was the table of contents develop and are there certain requirements.  Mr. Hayden responded that yes, there are requirements.  PDE requires all information to be fully disclosed.
Mr. LaMantia asked why are direct and indirect costs included.  Mr. Hayden responded that they are required to be included even if it is a “0”.

Mr. LaMantia stated that the Board is required by PDE to present this information prior to the Act 34 Hearing and Mr. Hayden responded, yes that is correct.

Mr. Smith stated that on page 2 of the booklet that a savings for repairs and maintenance of $5,600 is shown.  Mr. Kocsis stated that this is because the buildings are being closed.  Mr. Smith stated that he thought it would be more than that.  Mr. Kocsis responded that the figure represents on equipment and capital improvements.

Mr. Alexander stated that the information in the booklet is subject to change since this is in draft form.  Mr. Hayden confirmed that it can change.  He stated that final copies will be sent.  Citizens can stop in the office or ask for a copy to be mailed.
Mr. Saffron stated that the debt services shown on page 42 relates only to the Blairsville project and the balance of the bond issue will go toward funding the Saltsburg project.  The purpose of the Act 34 hearing is strictly for the high school project.  The Saltsburg Elementary School project does not require an Act 34 hearing.  

Mr. Hayden stated that they will continue to meet with the administration and staff and to move forward.  The architects had the schematic review with PDE and it went very well.  The Board will adopt the resolution to set the Act 34 Hearing which will be held on October 9, 2007, after which there is a 30 day waiting period before the Board can take action which should occur at a meeting held in November.

Mr. LaMantia asked if there is a change in the population of students for the middle/high school, would there be a possibility of cutting classrooms out of the construction plan.  Mr. Hayden stated that depending on when we know there has been a decline.  We can adjust the design now or ask for an alternate bid on bid day.

Motion by Mr. Alexander and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors approve the following resolution:

RESOLUTION 2a

Blairsville-Saltsburg School District, Indiana and Westmoreland Counties, Pennsylvania

WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District (the “District”) is a school district created and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the District has determined that new or renovated facilities may be required for use of the pupils of this School District, and has authorized certain preliminary steps to be taken with regard to a school project, consisting of planning, designing, and construction of additions and alterations to the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior/Senior High School Project for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District; and

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Public School Code of 1949, as amended (the “School Code”) including amendments made pursuant to Act 34 of the Session of 1973 of the General Assembly (“Act 34”), 24 P.S. § 701.1, require inter alia. that except where the approval of the electors is obtained to incur indebtedness to finance the construction of a school project, or where the consent of the electors is obtained by referendum, a public hearing be held prior to the construction, the entering into a contract to construct, or the entering into a contract to lease a new school building or a substantial addition to an existing school building; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the requirements of Act 34 and the School Code, a public hearing is required to be held in connection with the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior/Senior High School project; and

WHEREAS, the School Code requires a notice of such public hearing under Act 34 be advertised at least twenty (20) days prior to such hearing, that certain information be made available to persons in attendance at such hearing, and that certain financial information be available for inspection by interested citizens during the period of such advertisement; and

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors desires to authorize its Solicitor, Bond Counsel, Architect, Financial consultant and others to take certain actions with respect to the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior-Senior High School Project, and

WHEREAS, in the event that a school building or school buildings or substantial additions to existing school buildings are to be constructed, the board shall, by a majority vote of all of its members, and in accordance with the requirements of Act 34, authorize the maximum building construction costs with respect to said project and the maximum project costs to be financed by the district with respect to said project; and

WHEREAS, the District wishes to take certain action with respect to the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior-Senior High School Project, and to comply with Act 34 and the School Code; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District, Indiana and Westmoreland Counties, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

1.
This School District hereby authorizes a public hearing to be held in accordance with, and in compliance with, the requirements of Act 34 and the School Code, in the Saltsburg Middle/High School Auditorium, 84 Trojan Lane, Saltsburg, PA on Tuesday, October 9, 2007 beginning at 7:00 PM, prevailing time. 

2.
The Secretary of the Board of School Directors is hereby authorized and directed to advertise the Notice of Public Hearing attached hereto, and made a part hereof in accordance with the requirements thereof and of Act 34 and the School Code, and to make such amendments or revisions thereto as may be necessary to comply with the requirements of Act 34 and the School Code. 

3.
The School District authorizes a Maximum Total Project Cost for the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior/ High School Project of $17,851,554 and an Act 34 Maximum Building Construction Cost (applies only to new construction) for the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior/Senior High School of  $11,815,146.


4.
The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes and directs that a description of the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior/Senior High School Project be prepared, and hereby directs the Secretary of the Board of School Directors of this School District to make copies of such description of the Blairsville-Saltsburg Junior/Senior High School Project available to interested citizens requesting the same at least twenty (20) days prior to the public hearing, at the place and during the reasonable hour stated in the Notice of Public Hearing, after approval thereof by the Solicitor of this School District, and also to make such description available to the public media as required by Act 34, the School Code, and the Regulations of the Pennsylvania Department of Education by mailing the description of the project to the news media in sufficient time for release not later than 14 days prior to the hearing;. 


5.
The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes Ronald Saffron, Esq. Solicitor of this School District, perform such acts on behalf of this School District as may be necessary in connection with the Project. 


6.
The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes the firm known as HHSDR Architects/Engineers for the Project, to perform such acts on behalf of the School District as may be necessary in connection with the Project. 


7.
 The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes Janney Montgomery Scott, Financial Advisor, to perform such acts on behalf of this School District as may be necessary in connection with the Plancon Part D and the Act 34 portion of the Project. 


8.
The Board of School Directors of this School District hereby authorizes Thorp Reed & Armstrong Bond Counsel, to perform such acts on behalf of this School District as may be necessary in connection with the Project. 


9.
The Board of School Directors of this School District further authorizes the Board Secretary to prepare written minutes of the Plancon Part D proceedings and/or a transcript of the public hearing, consistent with the intent of this Resolution. The Board of School Directors further authorizes the Board Secretary to engage the services of a stenographer for the hearing in order to prepare a transcript of the public hearing.


10.
The Superintendent, the proper officers of the Board of School Directors, the Solicitor, the Project Architect, the Financial Advisor, and the Bond Counsel are authorized and directed to take such other actions, obtain such approvals, and execute such documents as may be necessary, desired, or required to carry out the intent of this Resolution. 

DULY ADOPTED, by the Board of School Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District this 10th day of September, 2007.

BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 

Indiana and Westmoreland Counties, PA

(SCHOOL DISTRICT SEAL)
By 

     President, Board of School Directors

Attest:

Secretary, Board of School Directors

Whitfield, Rowley, Alexander, LaMantia, Smith voting yes.  Brown and Speal voting no.  Motion carried.

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



Mary J. Whitfield, Board Vice President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
