SPECIAL VOTING MEETING
SEPTEMBER 3, 2008


BLAIRSVILLE-SALTSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

September 3, 2008

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Voting Meeting on Wednesday, September 3, 2008, in the Cafeteria at the Blairsville Middle/High School with the following members present:


Paul Bell (arrived 7:45 pm)
Linda Brown


Beverly Caranese
Linda Johnson


Michael LaMantia (arrived 8:45 pm)
George Rowley

Edward Smith
Michael Smith

Brett Treece

Mr. Nadonley, Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Eric Kostic, Jay Batsa and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.  

Citizen’s Remarks

Dr. Thomas Meloy, Loyalhanna Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding questions/comments regarding feasibility study and PlanCon documents.  He indicated he did not feel that all the information in the PlanCon documents was correct and the building plan has excess capacity.  He stated he felt there were other viable options than the one the Board is approving.

Mary Whitfield, Black Lick Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board regarding PlanCon and the construction manager.  She asked why the Board was in such a rush to submit the documents when no Act 34 meeting was held yet.  She also asked why the cost of the construction manager went from $700,000 to $720,000.  She also indicated she did not feel Mr. Treece and Mr. M. Smith were representing the people of Burrell and Black Lick Townships.
Dr. Brent Ednie, Burrell Twp. resident, signed in to address the Board and asked what impact this building program was going to have on the tax rates.

Mr. Cambest responded that the Board will not know until the Act 34 hearing is held when the financial consultants will answer that question.

Deborah Smith, Blairsville Borough resident, signed in to address the Board stating that the taxes are high now and only going higher with the proposed building program.

Remarks to Citizens
Mr. E. Smith stated that the previous plan was for $23 million but there was a substantial savings of $890,000.  Mr. M. Smith stated that Board will find savings with this project also.  Mr. E. Smith stated that the proposed building program has only two classrooms per grade level for about 40 students per class.  He asked the Board to possibly look at a kindergarten through 9th grade at each end of the district and then a new central high school.

Ms. Johnson stated that last month she wanted to table the motions regarding PlanCon so she could gather information and ask questions.  She has talked with taxpayers in Saltsburg and they want a kindergarten through 12th grade campus in Saltsburg.  There will be a cost savings with this project but not as much as the previous plan.  There are no other options.

Mr. Cambest tried to get Mr. Bell on the telephone at 7:38 pm to vote, however, he could not make a connection
FINANCE

Mr. Rowley stated that he is going to vote no tonight because the people in his area are not in favor of a $26 to $30 million building program and neither is he.   He is in favor of fixing the schools.

Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown to approve PlanCon A for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School.  E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown for the Architect to proceed with PlanCon B Schematic Design review with the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School.  M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith, Rowley voting no.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. M. Smith and seconded by Ms. Brown for the Architect to proceed with the Design Development Phase and complete PlanCon D and PlanCon E for Board approval for the Saltsburg Middle-High School Additions and Alterations with New Elementary School. M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Caranese voting yes.  E. Smith, Rowley voting no.  Motion carried.
The Board recessed for an executive session at 7:39 pm to discuss legal and personnel issues.  The Board reconvened at 8:42 pm.

Mr. Bell joined the meeting at 7:45 pm during the executive session.

PERSONNEL
Motion by Mr. Bell and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves an Amendment to the current Contract with Arnold J. Nadonley, superintendent of schools, increasing the salary of the superintendent in the amount of four thousand five hundred ($4,500) dollars as compensation for additional duties and eliminating the residency clause, effective September 3, 2008.  E. Smith, M. Smith, Treece, Brown, Johnson, Rowley, Caranese voting yes.  LaMantia abstaining.  Motion carried. 
Mr. E. Smith voted yes on the resolution regarding the amendment to the contract with Arnold J. Nadonley noting that he is not in favor of the salary increase.

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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