REGULAR VOTING MEETING
SEPTEMBER 2, 2009


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

September 2, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, September 2, 2009, in the Cafeteria at the Blairsville Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese



Linda Johnson
Michael LaMantia (arrived 6:34 pm)


George Rowley
Michael Smith (arrived 6:28 pm)


Edward Smith
Brett Treece

Paul Bell was absent.

Dr.Steven Whisdosh, Eric Kocsis, Leigh Free, Jack Cambest, Joe Baker, Eric Kostic, Tracy Richards, Debra Shirley, Jay Batsa and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Ms. Beverly Caranese, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:55 pm.
An executive session was held prior to the regular voting meeting to discuss legal and personnel matters.
Motion by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. LaMantia to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2009, Regular Voting Meeting and August 19, 2009, Special Voting Meeting.  Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley and E. Smith voting yes on August 5th and abstaining to August 19.  Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that enrollment is down by about 50 students.  The state auditor performed the audit of the records for 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 school years resulting in a clean audit.  The Board is working hard with the administration on Act 93 agreements.  A negotiation meeting was scheduled for 8/27/09 at 4:00 pm, however, the state mediator did not show up.  Another meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2009.
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that a new roof is being put on the ARIN building.  It has been 30 years since the building was built.  They also discussed placement of teachers and bus routes.
Legislative Report – No report.

Standing Committee Report –No report. 

State/Federal Programs Update  – No report.
Citizen’s Remarks (agenda items only) – No remarks.

Remarks to Citizens – No remarks.

FINANCE

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Brown that the attached Financial Report be approved and placed on file.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary)  Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Brown that the attached Accounts Payable be paid. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary)  Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Plancon Part F Attachment C, Post-Bid Opening Certifications for the Saltsburg K-12 School, as submitted. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Plancon – H01, Part H:  Project Financing for the Saltsburg K-12 School, as submitted. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves the exoneration requests from the following individuals from payment of 2008 Per Capita Taxes having met the parameters established by the Board of Directors: 
	Ted Eaton
	Conemaugh Township

	Catherine Fink
	Conemaugh Township

	Beth Gais
	Conemaugh Township

	Charles Hilty, Jr.
	Conemaugh Township

	Charles C Hilty, Sr.
	Conemaugh Township

	Lauren Bishop
	Saltsburg Borough

	James Rombach
	Saltsburg Borough

	Betty Rombach
	Saltsburg Borough

	Matthew Mary
	Loyalhanna Township

	Rebecca McKee
	Loyalhanna Township

	Justin Rossi
	Loyalhanna Township


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Brown that:

WHEREAS, emerging from the national recession requires that Pennsylvania make smart choice today that improve the ability of our students to compete in the high-skills global economy and avoid local property tax hikes that will hurt families and senior citizens who are experiencing tough economic times; and

 


WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provides Pennsylvania with significant resources to invest in basic education to accelerate academic improvement, stop program cuts and eliminations and prevent staff layoffs that would otherwise occur as local revenue has fallen; and

 


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met it mandate to pass a budget on time and approved its budget for the 2009-2010 fiscal year on June 24, 2009; and 

 


WHEREAS, because the Pennsylvania General Assembly did not pass a state budget before June 30 and school districts had to estimate the amount of state funding that they would receive based on an unprecedented range of possibilities due to the ideological differences between policymakers in Harrisburg; and

 


WHEREAS, expectations for students do not diminish just because economic times are difficult and school districts must still continue to provide the necessary programs and supports that will enable students to meet academic standards; and 

 


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District presumed that the Pennsylvania General Assembly would appropriate at least $300 million for school districts in the basic education subsidy since that is what Governor Rendell first proposed in February and for more than two decades the funding level proposed by the Governor in February has been a minimum funding level that school districts receive in the state budget; and 

 


WHEREAS, several state budget proposals reduced funding for valuable educational programs – in addition to the basic educations subsidy – and including the Accountability Block Grant program, Dual Enrollment, charter school reimbursement and Pre-K Counts;; and 

 


WHEREAS, the increase in education funding touted by proponents of the Senate version of House Bill 1416 and similar proposals comes from federal dollars for Title I, Title II-D and IDEA are essentially categorical funds and will only help certain students, in certain schools; and 

WHEREAS, one quarter of Pennsylvania’s school districts won’t benefit from increased funding from Title I and would only receive increases in IDEA, which will only help pay for special education services; and


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District will be forced to cut programs if the basic education subsidy is not increased by at least $300 million using stimulus dollars; and


WHEREAS, the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District has taken proactive cost-cutting measures to reduce expenses by $400,000, even before the board of directors adopted its final budget, and those cuts included the elimination of staff; and


WHEREAS. The Senate version of House Bill 1416 cuts state funding for basic education by $729 million and uses temporary stimulus funds to take its place – putting $1.2 million of Blairsville-Saltsburg School District’s funds at risk when the stimulus money expires in just two years, equal to the cost of a 15-mill local tax increase.

WHEREAS, rolling-back state funding for basic education will create a fiscal crisis for school districts and that impact will be felt in the years to come by students and property taxpayers; and


WHEREAS, rolling-back state funding for basic education and using stimulus dollars to level fund basic education would mean that Pennsylvania abandons its first basic education funding formula in almost two decades and essentially abandons the principles of adequacy and equity; and


WHEREAS, the Senate version of House Bill 1416 threatens the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District’s ability to continue increasing student achievement and further exacerbates the inequity in the state versus local share of public education funding; and


WHEREAS, the U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has indicated that Pennsylvania will jeopardize its competitive position to gain access to the ‘Race to the Top’ discretion grant dollars if the Commonwealth “disproportionately reduced its education budge and/or” if Pennsylvania does “nothing more than backfill budget holes” with stimulus funds; NOW THEREFORE
 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District calls on the General Assembly to enact a 2009-2010 budget that does all of the following:
1. Increases basic education funding by at least $300 million so school districts can meet Year 2 funding targets;
2. Keep Pennsylvania on tract for real education reform by maintaining the commitment to the basic education funding formula; and

3. Maintain the state’s investment in public education by not rolling-back state funds in the basic education subsidy.

 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be submitted to all local newspapers and television stations, to the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District’s elected Senators and Representatives in the General Assembly, to the leaders of the Legislature, to the chairmen of the Education and Appropriations Committees in the Senate and the House, and to the Governor of Pennsylvania. 

Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Ms. Brown that the Board of Directors hereby approves Change Order #1 to Ryco, Inc. dated July 3, 2009, for work at the Saltsburg K-12 complex.  Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

CURRICULUM
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Treece to amend the Curriculum section of the agenda to include the following resolution:

The Board of Directors hereby authorizes Vanessa Roddy to conduct an audit of the district curriculum and areas related to Pennsylvania standards, not to exceed eighty (80) hours, depending on accessibility of staff and documents and duration of meetings requested by the Board of Directors, at $70/hour, with a curriculum plan to be completed in six weeks from the time of the Board’s approval of proposal.  The District will provide in-kind services throughout the process, as needed.

Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Concurrent Enrollment Agreement between Indiana University of Pennsylvania and the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District (dual-enrollment) from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes Vanessa Roddy to conduct an audit of the district curriculum and areas related to Pennsylvania standards, not to exceed eighty (80) hours, depending on accessibility of staff and documents and duration of meetings requested by the Board of Directors, at $70/hour, with a curriculum plan to be completed in six weeks from the time of the Board’s approval of proposal.  The District will provide in-kind services throughout the process, as needed. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests:
	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	SMHS Cheerleaders
	1. Indiana County Fair Expo
	No Cost to District
	9/3/09

	BHS AP English & Honors English
	2. “The Glass Menagerie” at the Mountain Playhouse in Jennerstown
	$907
	9/15/09

	SMHS EcoAction
	3. Loyalhanna Lake
	No Cost
	9/19-20/09

	SMHS Cheerleaders
	4. WOAA Cheering Competition
	No Cost
	9/20/09

	SMHS Biology II
	5. Pittsburgh Zoo Keeper Conversations
	$472
	9/30/09

	BHS 11th & 12th Grades
	6. College/Career Fair at IUP
	$250
	10/6/09

	SES 5th Grade
	7. Fort Necessity in Farmington
	PTA
	10/6/09

	BES 5th Grade
	8. Old Bedford Village
	$770
	10/9/09

	SES 5th Grade
	9. Fort Ligonier
	PTA
	10/15/09

	BHS Marching Band
	10. Fright Night at Kennywood
	Boosters
	10/24/09


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of professional substitutes for the 2009-2010 school year, pending all pre-employment requirements:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Allen, Carol
	Indiana
	Elementary

	2. 
	Battaglia, Jennifer
	Latrobe
	Elementary

	3. 
	King, David
	Graceton
	Elementary

	4. 
	McCroskey, Jennifer
	Homer City
	Elementary

	5. 
	Murray, Allan
	Pittsburgh
	Health & PE

	6. 
	Powell, Gregory
	Patton
	Health & PE

	7. 
	Satler, Tawnya
	Saltsburg
	Elementary

	8. 
	Shoop, Jocelyn
	Indiana
	Health & PE

	9. 
	McGraw, Andrea
	Indiana
	English

	10. 
	Mistretta, Richard
	Homer City
	Library Science

	11. 
	Cormier, Justin
	Indiana
	English


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of non-professional substitutes for the 2009-2010 school year, pending all pre-employment requirements:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	1. 
	Brunner, Tiffany
	Saltsbrg
	Maintenance, Custodial, Cafeteria

	2. 
	Grimplin, Colleen
	Saltsburg
	Secretary, Aide

	3. 
	Testa, Leanne
	Saltsburg
	Cafeteria

	4. 
	Wesenberg, Cynthia
	Black Lick
	Secretary, Aide, Cafeteria


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the request of Michele Sisitki, elementary at Blairsville Elementary School, for leave without pay under the provisions of Article XIII, Leaves, Paragraph C, with an effective commencement date and return to work date to be provided to the District by the employee, provided, however, that such unpaid leave shall not exceed twelve (12) months, as provided for under Article XIII, paragraph C. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the military leave of absence for David Dollman, teacher at Blairsville High School, September 14 – 20, 2009. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the resignation request of Joni Lynn Bopp as noon-hour supervisor at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective August 17, 2009. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Leanne Testa as noon-hour supervisor for Saltsburg Elementary School for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $7.25, pending receipt of all pre-employment requirements. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Lisa Cunliffe as noon-hour supervisor for Saltsburg Middle/High School for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $7.25, pending receipt of all pre-employment requirements. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Anne Gros-Gean as noon-hour supervisor for Saltsburg Elementary School for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $7.25, pending receipt of all pre-employment requirements. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year supplementary contract for Joseph Sembrat, as Saltsburg Middle/High School Assistant Junior High Girls’ Basketball Coach for the 2009-2010 school year at a salary of $3432. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves for Todd McCullough to serve as a volunteer football coach at Saltsburg Middle/High School for the 2009-2010 school year. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves for Marty Steele to serve as a volunteer football coach at Saltsburg Middle/High School for the 2009-2010 school year, with clearances on file in the administration office. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of mentor teachers for newly hired professional staff, at a stipend of $375 for the 2009-2010 school year:
	
	New Staff Member
	Mentor
	Location/Assignment

	1. 
	Chantelle Colinet
	Becky Stiffler
	SES – 1st grade

	2. 
	Kelsey Dietrich
	Brandy DelleDonne
	SES – 1st grade

	3. 
	Kim Ferguson
	Molly Carr
	SES – Reading Specialist

	4. 
	Justin Kulik
	David Gerstel
	SES – Health & PE

	5. 
	Todd McCullough
	Bernie Stadtmiller
	SMHS – Technology Education

	6. 
	Joseph Sembrat
	James Berkey
	SMHS – Social Studies

	7. 
	Cheri Kitch
	Keven Lopata
	BMS/BHS – Art


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby directs the administration to add an additional kindergarten classroom at the Blairsville Elementary School for the 2009-2010 school year due to increased enrollment.  Furthermore, the Board authorizes the administration to post and/or advertise for the position. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

POLICY
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the second reading and adoption of the following policy as presented:
	
	Policy #
	Title

	1.
	201a
	Enrollment of Students


Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby accepts, with regret and appreciation for many years of devoted service, the resignation request of Mr. Paul Bell as a member of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Board of Directors, effective immediately, due to relocation.  Mr. Bell’s term of office was due to expire in December of 2009.  Furthermore, the Board authorizes the board secretary to advertise according to Public School Code. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, Rowley, E. Smith, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Motion carried.
The school board thanked Mr. Bell for his commitment to the school district and expressed appreciation for his years of service.  All members were happy to work with an individual with such a passion.

Report of the Superintendent – Dr. Whisdosh stated that he would like to thank the Board for the opportunity to be at work at BSSD.  Everyone has been very welcoming.
Report of the Solicitor – Mr. Cambest stated that he would like to add an item to the agenda to approve payment for additional services performed by Kimball & Associates, Inc., in the amount of $300,000 for the Saltsburg K-12 construction project.
Motion byMr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. M. Smith that the Board of Directors hereby approves payment for additional services performed by Kimball & Associates, Inc., in the amount of $300,000 for the Saltsburg K-12 construction project. Treece, Brown, Johnson, LaMantia, M. Smith, Caranese voting yes.  Rowley and E. Smith voting no.  Motion carried.

Citizens’ Comments (non-Agenda items) – No comments.
Board Comments – No comments.
Motion by Mr. LaMantia and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 pm.


Beverly K. Caranese, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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