SPECIAL ACTION MEETING
AUGUST 31, 2011


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

August 31, 2011

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for a Special Action Meeting on Wednesday, August 31, 2011, in the cafeteria at the Blairsville Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Daniel McGregor


George Rowley
Edward Smith


Brett Treece
Mary Whitfield
 Beverly Caranese and Michael Smith were absent.

Dr. Tammy Whitfield, Ian Magness, Eric Kocsis, Gary Matta, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, Deb Shirley, Tracy Richards, Joe Baker and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Mr. Edward Smith, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m.

An executive session was held prior to tonight’s board meeting.

Citizens’ Remarks (Agenda items only) – No remarks.

Mr. Ed Smith reported that there were five people who submitted letters of interest for the school director vacancy in Region 1.  The committee has chosen Rick B. Harper to fill the vacancy.  The Board would like to thank all candidates for their interest in this position.

Appointment of Board Member

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby appoints Rick B. Harper as a member of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District Board of Directors, to fill the seat of Michael LaMantia, through the first week of December 2011.  Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Administration of Oath to Rick Harper.

FINANCE
There was discussion regarding the purchase of wrestling mats for Saltsburg when there were not enough students through the school to have a wrestling team so the mats would basically be for the wrestling booster group.  The Board did not feel it was right to ask the taxpayers to fund the mats that will be used by the booster group.  If in the future SMHS has a wrestling team, the Board will look into new mats.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. McGregor that the Board of Directors hereby approves the exoneration from payment of 2011 Per Capita Taxes, having met parameters established by the Board of Directors, of Jenny Phillips of Loyalhanna Township. Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. McGregor that the Board of Directors hereby approves the purchase of wrestling mats from ResiLit Sports Products, Inc. at a cost of $7,400, plus shipping, minus a trade-in allowance, measuring 42 feet by 42 feet and 15/8 inches thick for the Saltsburg Wrestling Program. Brown, McGregor, Harper, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting no.  Motion not carried.
PERSONNEL
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the agreement between the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and the Blairsville-Saltsburg Education Association as presented to the bargaining unit members and ratified on August 24, 2011. This contract will be effective from August 27, 2009, through August 26, 2015. Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the request of Julie Obney, elementary teacher at Saltsburg Elementary School, for leave without pay under the provisions of Article XIII, Leaves, Paragraph C, with an effective commencement date and return to work date to be provided to the District by the employee, provided, however, that such unpaid leave shall not exceed twelve (12) months, as provided for under Article XIII, paragraph C. Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves of Kathleen Hanlon to serve as mentor teacher to Naysa Altmeyer for the 2011-2012 school year. Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year supplemental contract for Cheri Matarrese to serve BHS 9th Grade Class Advisor for the 2011-2012 school year. Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Memorandum of Understanding, as prepared by the district solicitor, between the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District and the Blairsville-Saltsburg Educational Support Professionals regarding the position of Secretary to the Assistant Superintendent and appoints Alice Santoro to that position. Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Rowley that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of Guest Teachers as provided by ARIN IU 28, for the 2011-2012 school year:

	
	Guest Teacher
	Residence

	1. 
	Blauser, Dawn
	Indiana

	2. 
	Deyarmin, Vickie
	Indiana

	3. 
	Harsh, Brock
	Blairsville

	4. 
	Harsh, Harold
	Blairsville

	5. 
	Lentz, Leanne
	Greensburg


Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
POLICY
Ms. Whitfield asked that the Board will table the following resolution until the Policy Committee has an opportunity to review the policy:

The Board of Directors hereby approves and adopts Policy #204 – Attendance, as revised and recommended by the Policy Committee as attached.

OTHER BUSINESS
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the fund raising request of the Blairsville Band Boosters as submitted. Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the proposed short form lease agreement with Paramount Pictures for the right to use the Saltsburg Elementary School at 250 Third Street in Saltsburg, PA as presented by the district solicitor. Brown, McGregor, Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained.  Motion carried.
Citizens’ Comments (non-Agenda items) – No remarks.
Board Comments – Ms. Brown reported that she attended Indiana County Fair to watch the nine (9) bands performing.  Saltsburg hosted the event.  Both Blairsville and Saltsburg did very well.  Mary Jo directed all nine bands.  Everyone did a great job.
Principals’ Reports – 

Ms. Richards reported that the bussing went well on the first day and that she did not receive one telephone call regarding any problems at the end of the day.  She thanked Pat Rosborough and the teachers for their hard work setting up the building with the transition from the old school.

Ms. Shirley reported that her first day was wonderful.  The teachers worked very hard during the last month to prepare for the start of school.  Special thanks to Mr. Magness for the Smart boards and computers.

Mr. Baker reported that he wanted to thank Pat and his crew and Ron Rink for getting the school ready after the construction.  Thanked transportation – only one student missed the bus in the afternoon.  

Other Business – None.
Mr. Matta announced there was an executive session prior to the meeting to discuss personnel and legal matters and there will be one held following the meeting to discuss additional personnel and legal matters.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece to adjourn the meeting at 7:46 pm.


B. Edward Smith, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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