Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

November 16, 2011

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, November 16, 2011, in the cafeteria at the Saltsburg Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Beverly Caranese 

Daniel McGregor
George Rowley

Edward Smith
Brett Treece


Mary Whitfield

Rick Harper and Michael Smith were absent.

Dr. Tammy Whitfield, Ian Magness, Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, Tracy Richards, Deb Shirley, Joe Baker, Tom Trunzo, Nathan Porter and Nichole Johnson and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Mr. Edward Smith, Board President, called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.  

Mr. Smith announced an executive session was held prior to the workshop meeting to discuss legal and personnel items.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. McGregor to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2011, Regular Voting Meeting.  Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that the first meeting of the new round of negotiating meetings was held this afternoon.  Otherwise, the meeting was business as usual.
ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that the meeting was held last evening.  There as a lot of conversation regarding clearances for board members in light of what is going on at Penn State.  Also discussed was the situation with Armstrong School District and the money they borrowed for a building project that has now been stopped.  They borrowed $80 million and then a change in the board halted the building project hence, the money will not be used.  If they send back the money it will cost them $13 million.  They are trying to set up a bond pool so if any school districts are working on a building project, they could borrow the money from Armstrong to help them use up the money.  Otherwise, the meeting was business as usual.
PSBA Report – Ms. Whitfield reported that PSBA provides training for new school board members and according to the updated policies, the new board members will be required to attend.  Next April there is a national conference in Boston for anyone who is interested.  October is the State conference in Hershey.  There are also many other training opportunities available, i.e., webcasts, etc.
Standing Committee Report
Mr. Ed Smith reported that a TTC meeting was held today.  Burkheimer will begin collecting the first quarter of 2012.
State and Federal Program Report – Mr. Kocsis reported that both the state and local auditors have completed their audits.  Neither reported any findings.

Student Representative Report

Nathan Porter attended the meeting however, he had to leave prior to the Board coming out into the public forum.

Nichole Johnson reported that Student Council had a blood drive that was very successful.  They also held a puppet show for K-3 and 4-5 which was successful.  There are numerous holiday activities coming up, i.e., Children’s Hospital.  As far as sports, the football team made the play offs, the Cheerleaders won the Heritage Conference, Boy’s Basketball is just starting – winter sports are starting.
Citizens Comments (Agenda Items Only) – No comments.

Board Comments

Mr. McGregor reported that he and couple other members of the Board attended a walk-through of the Saltsburg campus on Monday with Dr. Whitfield and Mr. Magness and it was a great experience.  The Board was allowed to observe first-hand how and why technology is used in the schools.  All the teachers were very helpful.  The people the Board saw teaching the children are truly making a difference.
Mr. Rowley reported that we now have a cyber school up and running with 13 students enrolled.  He addressed the media stating that he would like to see it publicized.

FINANCE

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Caranese to amend the Finance section of the agenda to include the following motion:

Motion to accept the proposal of J. Dunmire Auction Service to conduct a public auction of the Saltsburg Elementary School building and contents at 250 Third Street, in Saltsburg.

Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached Financial Report and placed on file as attachment #1.  (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)  Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves bills paid from the school district funds since the last regular meeting of the Board on October 17, 2011.  Bill listings will be attached to the minutes of said meeting as attachment #2. (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)  Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individual requests for exoneration from payment of 2011 Per Capita Taxes, having met all parameters established by the Board of Directors:

	
	Name
	Boro/Township

	1. 
	Boe, Carol A.
	Loyalhanna

	2. 
	Boe, James P.
	Loyalhanna

	3. 
	Brannon, Ryan
	Loyalhanna

	4. 
	Kelly, James M.
	Loyalhanna

	5. 
	Warren, Gary
	Loyalhanna

	6. 
	Seger, Harry E.
	Conemaugh

	7. 
	McCoy, Eleanor
	Conemaugh

	8. 
	McCrory, William
	Blairsville

	9. 
	Zuchelli, Albert
	Young

	10. 
	Sharp, Robert
	Burrell


Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves and authorizes the participation in ARIN’s Cooperative Purchasing program for the 2012-2013 school year. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the audit report as prepared by Wessell & Company, for the 2010-2011 school year. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the budget transfers of voucher # 11-12-63 as presented by the business manager. (Attachment #3) (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)  Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Mr. Treece to accept the proposal of J. Dunmire Auction Service to conduct a public auction of the Saltsburg Elementary School building and contents at 250 Third Street, in Saltsburg.

Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Curriculum
There are no items of business regarding Curriculum at this time.
Personnel
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Caranese to amend the Personnel section of the agenda to include the following:

· The Board of Directors hereby appoints Kristen Galo as a long-term substitute teacher at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective upon accepted assignment at a prorated salary of $20,000 based on a 184-day school year.
· The Board of Directors hereby appoints Danielle King as a long-term substitute teacher at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective October 26, 2011 at a prorated salary of $20,000 based on a 184-day school year.
· The Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Samuel Zack as a 5.5-hour custodian for the Blairsville Middle School, effective November 17, 2011, with salary and benefits as per the bargaining unit contract.
Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests:
	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	District Cost
	Date(s)

	BHS – FBLA
	1. Region 3 Leadership Conference – On-site testing/grading.
	$0
	11/16-17/11

	BHS – 9th Grade
	2. ICTC tour
	$615
Transportation

Substitutes
	12/2/11

	SMHS – 9th Grade
	3. ICTC tour
	$425
Transportation

Substitute
	12/2/11

	BHS – FBLA
	4. Region 3 Leadership Conference/Competition.  Students will pay all costs.
	$0
	12/7/11

	BMS – 6th Grade
	5. A Musical Christmas Carol at Byham Theater in Pittsburgh.  Students will pay all costs.
	$0
	12/20/11

	BSSD – Gifted Support
	6. Math Counts competition at UPJ.  Students will pay all costs.
	$0
	2/11/12

	BES – 1st Grade
	7. National Aviary and Playhouse Junior in Pittsburgh. All costs to be paid by PTO.
	$0
	5/9/12


Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2011-2012 school year:

	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Andrews, Marcia
	Blairsville
	Guest Teacher


Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following spare bus drivers and aides for the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District as employees of Smith Bus Company and contingent upon receipt of all required documentation according to Board Policy #817.

	
	Name
	Residence

	1. 
	Kisic, John
	Saltsburg


Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried

Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the appointment of Thomas Trunzo to serve as interim principal for the Saltsburg Middle/High School at a per diem rate of $400 until which time a permanent replacement is hired at Saltsburg Middle/High School, effective November 7, 2011. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby appoints Kristen Galo as a long-term substitute teacher at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective upon accepted assignment at a prorated salary of $20,000 based on a 184-day school year. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby appoints Danielle King as a long-term substitute teacher at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective October 26, 2011 at a prorated salary of $20,000 based on a 184-day school year. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the rescinding of the SMHS Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach supplemental contract for Jeff Clawson in order to award contracts as motion h1, and h2. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the one-year supplemental contracts for the 2011-2012 school year as follows:

	
	Name
	Position

	1.
	Jeff Clawson
	SMHS Boys’ Basketball Co-Coach

	2.
	Stan Pizer
	SMHS Boys’ Basketball Co-Coach


Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves tenure status for Emily Miller, learning support teacher at Saltsburg Elementary School, effective November 2011 having successfully completed three years of teaching in the state of Pennsylvania. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the hiring of Samuel Zack as a 5.5-hour custodian for the Blairsville Middle School, effective November 17, 2011, with salary and benefits as per the bargaining unit contract. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the Family Medical Leave of Absence request for Jill Mountain, cafeteria aide at Saltsburg Middle/High School, to begin November 16, 2011, intermittently as needed. It is understood that all accumulated leave of absence days will be used before any uncompensated leave may occur, having met all the necessary parameters for this leave of absence. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Policy
Motion by Ms. Brown and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the second reading and adoption of the District Policy Manual Series, 000’s, 100’s and 200’s as revised and reviewed by the policy committee and PSBA. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Other Business
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Caranese that the Board of Directors hereby approves the requests from a member of the BHS junior class to organize a fundraising concert during the 2011-2012 school year to raise money for Children’s Hospital Cancer Research. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Caranese that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following fundraising requests as submitted (Attachment #4) (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)  :

	
	Organization

	1.
	Blairsville Competitive Majorettes

	2.
	BHS, FBLA

	3.
	SMHS Yearbook

	4.
	SMHS Freshmen Class

	5.
	SMHS Sophomore Class


Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Caranese that the Board of Directors hereby approves a combined wrestling team, as in past years. Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Caranese that the Board of Directors hereby approves the agreement with the YMCA of Indiana County for a Before- School Care and After-School Care in the district elementary buildings, as presented in the attached agreement.  There is no cost to the district for this program. (Attachment #5) (Attachment available in the office of the Board Secretary.)  Rowley, Whitfield, Treece, Brown, Caranese, McGregor, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Citizens’ Remarks (Non-Agenda Items) – No remarks.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.
Other – Mr. Ed Smith thanked Brett Treece and Mike Smith for their service on the Board.  He appreciated the ability to utilize their knowledge during the building program.  Mr. McGregor echoed his sentiments.  Mr. Rowley, Ms. Caranese, Ms. Brown and Ms. Whitfield also extended their appreciation to Mike and Brett for their service on the Board.
Mr. McGregor stated that the American Legion would like the Board to establish an Honor Guard for Saltsburg Middle/High School.  The American flag will precede the band at all times.
Mr. E. Smith announced there would be an executive immediately following the meeting to discuss legal and personnel items.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Ms. Caranese to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 pm.


B. Edward Smith, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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