REGULAR BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 21, 2011


Blairsville-Saltsburg School District

102 School Lane

Blairsville, Pennsylvania  15717

September 21, 2011

The Board of Directors of the Blairsville-Saltsburg School District met for their Regular Voting Meeting on Wednesday, September 21, 2011, in the cafeteria at the Blairsville Middle/High School with the following members present:


Linda Brown
Rick Harper


Daniel McGregor
George Rowley


Edward Smith
Michael Smith


Brett Treece
Mary Whitfield

 Beverly Caranese was absent.

Dr. Tammy Whitfield, Ian Magness, Eric Kocsis, Jack Cambest, Leigh Free, Jay Batsa, Tracy Richards, Deb Shirley, Joe Baker, Eric Kostic and a group of citizens also attended the meeting.

Mr. Edward Smith, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:26 p.m.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. McGregor to approve the minutes of the August 17, 2011 Regular Voting Meeting. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. McGregor to approve the minutes of the August 31, 2011 Special Action Meeting. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. McGregor to approve the minutes of the August 3, 2011 Special Action Meeting. Treece, Brown, McGregor, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstained. Motion carried.

Indiana County Technology Center Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that ICTC will be auctioning off some equipment.  Eric Kocsis reported that ICTC is looking at refinancing bonds at ICTC and there may be savings.  He will report back to the Board.

ARIN Report – Mr. Rowley reported that he was unable to attend the meeting.

PSBA Report – Ms. Whitfield reported that the most important thing that PSBA is looking at is vouchers.  There is no evidence that there is a difference in the student’s education when given a choice.
Standing Committee Report – Mr. Ed Smith reported that Berkheimer will hold seminars in the area on October 10th regarding the new tax collection procedures.
Mr. Mike Smith reported that the Buildings and Grounds Committee met prior to tonight’s meeting regarding repairs to the track, press boxes and field houses. Money for these repairs was previously allocated – this is not new money.

Mr. McGregor reported that the Board will revisit the discussion on the wrestling mats.  Mr. Mike Smith reported that there will be a recruiting assembly to try to get enough students for a wrestling team and are hoping to get enough students for a tournament team for this year.

State and Federal Program Report – Mr. Magness reported that he is working with the business office to solidify reports for September 30th.  Stimulus money must be spent by September 30th.  Last evening a lot of data was released on the PSSA scores from last Spring.  The information will go public on September 29th.  The data is faring well overall.  Anyone who did not pass the 11th grade PSSA test will retake the test due to a mandate by the State. The retake will be given the end of October.
Student Representative Report

Nathan Porter reported that the Saltsburg golf team is doing well and students are happy to have a team in Saltsburg.  The football team is working very hard this year with a current record of 2-1.  Marching band is doing very well.  They hosted band night at the Indiana Fair and attended the band fair at Indiana High School.

Nichole Johnson reported that girls are happy to have a volleyball team in Saltsburg. Student Council is taking over the Remembering Adam program.  This is a valuable program for students.  Having the bigger campus with high school and elementary students together allows the older students to work with the younger students.

Citizens Comments (Agenda Items Only)
Kathy McCormick, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding administrator raises.  She indicated she understands everyone works very hard but cannot see raises for anyone considering the current economy.

Mr. Ed Smith stated that everyone that is being given a raise this evening is under contract and those contracts must be honored.  Mr. McGregor stated that the people receiving raises tonight are all well deserving of the raises and the raises have no negative impact on the taxes. Ms. Whitfield stated that the people receiving raises have generated monies for this district that have benefited students and have more than paid for their raises.  Mr. Rowley stated that he echoes Dan and Mary and that the people getting raises are not 9 to 5 people and are very deserving and well worth the money.
FINANCE

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Mr. M. Smith to amend the Finance section of the agenda as follows:

· Award the bid for the Blairsville concession stand, field house and ticket booth repairs to Link Company in the amount of $20,877 and add the wording upon the execution of a written agreement and bond.
Add  the following resolutions:

· The Board of Directors hereby awards the proposal for engineering services for repairs to the Saltsburg press box and field house upon the execution of a written agreement with W.J. Young Associates Consulting Engineers.

· The Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to advertise for bids for resurfacing of the Blairsville and Saltsburg athletic tracks.

Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached Financial Report and placed on file as attachment #1. (Attachments available in the office of the Board Secretary.) Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves bills paid from the school district funds since the last regular meeting of the Board on August 17, 2011.  Bill listings will be attached to the minutes of said meeting as attachment #2. (Attachments available in the office of the Board Secretary.) Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to ratify paving at concession stands at each high school athletic field as quoted by Derry Construction Company, Inc. at costs of $3,300 at Blairsville and $9,600 for Saltsburg. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the exoneration from per capita taxes for 2011 for the following individuals having met the parameters established by the Board:

	1. 
	Morcheid, Rebecca J.
	Loyalhanna Township

	2. 
	Muffley, Katy
	Loyalhanna Township

	3. 
	Phillips, Jenny
	Loyalhanna Township

	4. 
	Corridoni, Harriet
	Conemaugh Township

	5. 
	Dunlap, Dale
	Conemaugh Township

	6. 
	Jones, Jennie
	Conemaugh Township

	7. 
	McQuaide, Janet
	Conemaugh Township

	8. 
	Porter, Kenneth
	Conemaugh Township

	9. 
	Sorbin, Fred G.
	Conemaugh Township

	10. 
	Endres, Deidra
	Conemaugh Township

	11. 
	Hilty, Charles, Jr.
	Conemaugh Township

	12. 
	Martin, Tania
	Conemaugh Township

	13. 
	Buchinsky, Justin
	Loyalhanna Township

	14. 
	Bedick, Joseph
	Conemaugh Township

	15. 
	Holmes, Brandon
	Conemaugh Township

	16. 
	Krinock, Mary Ellen
	Conemaugh Township

	17. 
	Price, Arthur
	Conemaugh Township


Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following change orders as submitted by L. Robert Kimball & Associates:

	
	Description
	Contractor
	Amount

	1. 
	COR #143, Install two additional sections of sidewalk areas at Saltsburg Campus
	J. C. Orr & Son, Inc.
	$2,900.00

	2. *
	Revise duct for UV/102 exhaust fan EF/102 and install exterior louver
	R.A. Finnegan, Inc.
	$1,391.00

	3. 
	Exterior renovations to Blairsville field house, materials only. The Housing Authority contract install at no charge.
	Max Construction Company

	$15,735.00


*Approving.  Board to hold architect responsible.

Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the attached PlanCon I – Maximum Building Construction Cost for New Building or Substantial Addition as prepared by L. R. Kimball and Associations for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Education. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the proposal/contract with Penn Fencing, Inc. for repairs to fencing at the Saltsburg Campus, totaling $5,198.06, as attached. (Attachment #3) (Attachments available in the office of the Board Secretary.) Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby accepts the bid for the Blairsville concession stand, field house and ticket booth repairs from Link Company in the amount of $20,877. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the tuition agreement between the district and New Story, for two district special needs students for the 2011-2012 school year in the amount of $165 per day/student. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the tuition agreement between the district and Pressley Ridge’s Day School in Greensburg, for a district special needs student for the 2011-2012 school year in the amount of $17,000 for each semester. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the membership in the Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools (PARSS) for the 2011-2012 school year in the amount of $940. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby awards the proposal for engineering services for repairs to the Saltsburg press box and field house upon the execution of a written agreement with W.J. Young Associates Consulting Engineers. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby authorizes the administration to advertise for bids for resurfacing of the Blairsville and Saltsburg athletic tracks. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
There was discussion among the Board whether all the principals should attend all the board meetings or whether they should attend the meeting in their respective area. Some of the Board members want to see the principals at all meetings so if there are any questions or concerns raised they are available to answer while others thought that it was not necessary to spend the money on mileage to attend outside their area. Mr. Mike Smith asked to have information on the cost of having the four principals attend all meetings.

Curriculum

There are no items of Business Regarding Curriculum for approval at this time.
Personnel
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following school trip requests :
	Building/Grade 
	Activity
	Cost
	Date(s)

	BSSD – Gifted Support
	1. Hall of Fame Connection field trip.  All costs to be paid by students.
	No cost to district
	11/22/11


Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as professional substitute teachers for the 2011-2012 school year:
	
	Name
	Residence
	Certification

	1. 
	Bartolotta, Anthony
	Export
	Citizenship

	2. 
	Black, Deborah
	Homer City
	Guest Teacher

	3. 
	Calhoun, Anjuli
	Clymer
	Family & Consumer Science

	4. 
	Contino, Amber
	Jeannette
	Elementary

	5. 
	Copeland, Kayla
	Indiana
	Math

	6. 
	Cummings, Jessica
	Indiana
	Elementary

	7. 
	Fisher, Kristen
	Indiana
	Elementary, Special Education

	8. 
	Kerr, Michael
	Apollo
	Tech Ed

	9. 
	Lippert, Carola
	Indiana
	Elementary

	10. 
	Mattini, Dana
	Indiana
	Art

	11. 
	Parfitt, Luke
	Northern Cambria
	Business Education

	12. 
	Ronallo, Danielle
	Trafford
	Elementary, Special Education

	13. 
	Schleicher, William
	Derry
	Elementary

	14. 
	Smartnick, Barry
	Blairsville
	Guest Teacher

	15. 
	Trausi, Charlene
	Lucernemines
	Guest Teacher

	16. 
	Usry, Dawn
	Forbes Road
	Music

	17. 
	Williams, Sarah
	Graceton
	Music

	18. 
	Yurky, Matthew
	Indiana
	Math


Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following individuals as substitute support staff for the 2011-2012 school year:

	Name
	Residence
	Classification

	Bowman, Renee
	Apollo
	Cafeteria

	Brunecke, Karen
	Saltsburg
	Noon-hr.

	DosSantos, Christine
	Blairsville
	Cafeteria

	Grant, Ryan
	Ernest
	Custodian

	Harris, Gretta
	Saltsburg
	Aide, Cafeteria

	Jones, Travis
	Clarksburg
	Maintenance, Custodian, Noon-hr., Cafeteria

	Zack, Samuel
	Saltsburg
	Custodian, Maintenance

	Henry, Lorraine
	Saltsburg
	Aide

	Schaffer, Colleen
	Blairsville
	Secretary, Copy Aide

	Watt, Joy
	Blairsville
	Secretary


Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves a salary increase of 4% for the following administrative staff for the 2011-2012 school year:

1. Dr. Tammy Whitfield, Superintendent, retroactive to July 1, 2011

2. Ian Magness, Assistant Superintendent, retroactive to July 1, 2011

3. Eric Kocsis, Business Manager, retroactive to September 1, 2011

Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves salary increases for the following administrative support staff for the 2011-2012 as per current individual contracts:
1. James Brida, Director of Food Services

2. Leigh Free, Transportation Coordinator/Child Accounting

3. H. Patrick Rosborough, Director of Buildings & Grounds
Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves salary increases of 3% for the following building principals as per the Act 93 agreement, between the district and administrative staff, retroactive to July 1, 2011:

1. Eric Kostic, Saltsburg Middle/High School principal

2. Joseph Baker, Blairsville Middle/High School principal

3. Tracy Richards, Saltsburg Elementary School principal

4. Debra Shirley, Blairsville Elementary School principal

Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the request of Kelsey Dietrich, elementary teacher at Saltsburg Elementary School, for leave without pay under the provisions of Article XIII, Leaves, Paragraph C, with an effective commencement date and return to work date to be provided to the District by the employee, provided, however, that such unpaid leave shall not exceed twelve (12) months, as provided for under Article XIII, paragraph C. Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. McGregor and seconded by Ms. Whitfield that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following supplemental contracted positions for the 2011-2012 school year:
	
	Position
	Name

	1. 
	BMHS Jr. High Volleyball Coach
	Tammy DiLoreto

	2. 
	BMHS Jr. High Boys’ Basketball Co-Coach
	Michael Funyak

	3. 
	BMHS Jr. High Boys’ Basketball Co-Coach
	Rick Artley

	4. 
	SMHS Newspaper Advisor
	Stephanie Jake

	5. 
	BHS Yearbook Advisor
	Yolande McCloskey


Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield voting yes.  E. Smith voting yes on all items except #2 which he abstained due to the fact that the individual is his daughter.  Motion carried.
Policy

There are no items of Business Regarding Policy for approval at this time.
Other Business
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the fund raising request of the SMHS freshman and sophomore classes, as submitted. (Attachment #4) (Attachments available in the office of the Board Secretary.) Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the fund raising requests of the SMHS junior and senior classes, as submitted. (Attachment #5) (Attachments available in the office of the Board Secretary.) Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following students as school board representatives for the 2011-2012 school year:  
	1.
	Nathaniel Porter
	SMHS

	2.
	Nichole Johnson
	SMHS

	3.
	Jeremy Barnhart
	BMHS

	4.
	Zackary Williams
	BMHS


Treece, Brown, McGregor, Harper, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece that the Board of Directors hereby approves the following list of organizations that benefit/support the students of the district having submitted all of the necessary documents for the 2011-2012 school year:

	
	Blairsville/Saltsburg
	Organization

	1. 
	BHS
	Boys’ Basketball Boosters

	2. 
	BHS
	Football Boosters

	3. 
	BHS
	Girls’ Basketball Boosters


Treece, Brown, McGregor, M. Smith, Rowley, Whitfield, E. Smith voting yes.  Harper abstaining due to the fact that he is President of all three groups. Motion carried.
Report of the Superintendent – Dr. Whitfield reported that the playground at Saltsburg Elementary School is underway.  There was a little snag because there is a lot of shale.  We were going to have a community build but with all the shale it will not allow it.  The playground is currently 50% complete and should be completely done by next Thursday barring no rain.
Report of the Solicitor – No report.
Citizens’ Comments (non-Agenda items)

Kathy McCormick, Saltsburg resident, signed in to address the Board regarding sports.  She indicated that all sports should be advertised better throughout the buildings.  She did not realize that Saltsburg had a swim team.  She also stated that she would like to thank the Board for beautifying Saltsburg with the new Saltsburg campus. 

Board Comments

There was discussion as to where the Saltsburg band should sit in the bleachers at football games. Mr. Mike Smith has received calls regarding the band taking up a lot of bleacher space and then there is not enough room for residents to sit in the bleachers. Dr. Whitfield stated that previously there was discussion that the band should sit in the middle of the crowd to rev the crowd up.

Mr. Harper stated that he would like the Board to explore the possibility of an astronomy class in the district.  His wife teaches the class at Greensburg-Salem School District and they had to turn students away from the class.

Tracy Richards reported that SES will be holding a very quick five minute ribbon cutting ceremony at the playground and would like to invite the Board to attend.  Also on October 14th from 1:00 to 2:00 there will be a ribbon cutting for the Fit America Fitness Center at the school.

Mr. McGregor announced that he attended a meeting at the American Legion and they are putting together a brick selling at the flag memorial in Saltsburg.  The cost is $50 for a brick with engraving.  This is designed to recognize veterans.  He would like to bring this to the BSEA’s attention if any of the teachers are interested in purchasing a brick. 

Motion by Mr. Rowley and seconded by Mr. Treece to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm.

B. Edward Smith, Board President


Leigh A. Free, Board Secretary
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