§§ A Message From Your  Principal 3%‘: E;E“
Dear Blairsville Elementary School Community,

As we complete the first semester, | extend my sincere thanks to all the faculty, staff, parents and volunteers for your
outstanding support. Your commitment in supporting our school goals and initiatives is deeply appreciated and has
contributed to the excellent progress made this school year. In addition, all the time and effort PTO members and
volunteers have given to BES has truly made a positive impact. Parents and guardians, we appreciate all that you do
EEEHIVAAHOL G|V « 0 support the learning here and at home. Your involy
greatly influences their attitudes and success.

Realizing the importance of play, the PTO has taken on the mission of updating our playgrojust sewkived

wonderful news that they received a grant for $5,950.49 from Lowés.t h t he gr ant , ASwing T
BESO we plan to add swing sets to the playground and
ceived 10 $100 Walmart gift cards to purchase materials and supplies for our students. We are very grateful for this

A contribution from Wal mart. Additionally, Dietrichds ¢
office and check out our new furniture.

With the winter weather quickly approaching, we want to remind you of the procedures during inclement weather.
You should receive calls, emails and texts through AlertNow in regard to closures or delays. If you change your
phone number, it is very important that you notify our office staff without delay. You may self enroll to receive a
text message from AlertNow at http://www.alertnowsms.com/ and enter 157250. Followsbeeen instructions

to add up to two numbers to receive text messages. You mayibgtrough the same process at any time. Infor-

I mation about school closings or delays can also be foumitipa’www.b-ssd.orgkchool cast which is on the BSSD
website. The BSSD website is also a key resource to keep abreast with current events and to utilize information
provided by Edline. If you do not have an Edline account, contact the school guidance office to receive your activa-
tion code.

Mark your calendar for Kindergarten Registration and please pass this information on to friends and neighbors who
have a kindergarten eligible child for the 2612 school year. Registration will be held on Tuesday, April 24, 2012

m starting at 9:00 AM. Parents should call the school terggester their child and enrollment packets can be picked
up at the school beginning MarcH. 1To be eligible for kindergarten next fall, the child must be 5 years old by Sep-
tember 1, 2012. Parents wildl need to bring to the re
residency, and a list of immunizations. The number of kindergarten classes needed for next school year is deter-

(O mined following the spring registration, therefore, it is extremely important that students enroll for kindergarten in

the spring.

The second semester will be a busy one for your child. The curriculum will become more rigorous and the pace will
) be much faster. As this semester gets underway, it is essential to remember how school attendance affects learning.
Reporting to school on time every day is the first step in being prepegad thank you for your involvement at
Bl airsville El ementary School and in your childds educ
m of assistance in meeting your needs and insuring a successful school year. If | can be of any assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact me by phone at-A%9-5500 or via email at shirleyd@dsd.org. Please come by and visit!

Sincerely,
Debra Shirley

5 ﬁ Important Dates to Remember
February 2012 March 15 Lunch with a Guest Gr. 2

Feb. 22 Science Fad im
Feb. 23 Lunch with a Guest Gr. 5
March 2012
March 1 Lunch with a Guest Kdg.
PTO Skating Party
March 2 PTO Mtg-11l0am
March 8 Lunch with a Guest Gr. 1
March 5 & 8 Talent Show Praeiiom 3
March 8 Talent Show 7pm
March 9 Snow Makp Daji NO SCHOOL

March 16 Spring Pictures
March 28 End of Grading Period
April 2012
April 4 Deputy Phil Safety Program
April 4 PTO Mtg7pm
April 5 &10 Snow Make Updayschool
April 6 & 9 Easter Holilap school
April 12 Indiana County Spelling Bee at Purchase Line
April 24 Kindergarten Registration
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Kindergarten Pre - Registration and Registration

Parents whose children will be five years old on or before September 1, 2(
should call the Blairsville Elementary Schoel58838 to preegister

their student. Parents should pick up enroliment packets and parent informa
at the school beginning Makch 1

Kindergarten Registration will be held on April 24, 2012 at Blairsville Elemen
tary SchooParents should plan to bring the student as well as all papers in

the enrollment packet, immunization records, two proofs of residency and th
childoés birth certificate to the
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Kindergarten - Mrs. Barbi, Mrs. Ross, Mrs. Stofa, Mrs. Henigin

Happy New Year Kindergarten Families! One goal of any parent or educator is to raise their
children to be life - long readers. We not only want functional readers but kids who truly enjoy
reading! In the new year make a resolution that reading be a priority in your home. Below are
some helpful tips to help get you off and reading in 2012.

7 Ways to Raise a Kindergartner Bookworm

suggestions by education.com

1. Use Memory and Picture Cues Choose picture books that have easy words and pre-
dictable plots. Your kindergartner's memaory of the pictures and stories will help her under-
stand what she's reading.

2. Let Him Tell (and Retell) His Favorite Tales Does your kindergartner love reading the
same books over and over again? Although you might be itching for something new, this
repetition is actually a great literacy motivator for your child. When your kindergartner is
familiar with a story, he feels good about his reading abilities. And this confidence will go a
long way on his road to reading!

3. Encourage Your Child to Read on Her Own Ask your kindergartner to read to you,
and only help out if she gets stuck. This will help her become a fluent, independent reader

4. Play "Fill in the Blank" Make reading an interactive experience. Ask your kindergartner
to fill in the words. For instance, if you say, "Have you ever seen a bear combing his ___ ?,"
your child will likely respond "hair!" to compete the rhyme.

5. Have Her Point While Reading When it comes to reading, it's not rude to point! En-
courage your child to point to each word as she reads.

6. Scavenge for Words Prompt your kindergartner to find words that she recognizes in
the text. Ask her how she knew the word was "kitten" and not "cat." Scavenging for words

will help her learn how letters mix and match to form words.

7. Read with Glee  Learning to read takes lots of concentration and energy. Keep reading a
positive experience by stopping when you see your kindergartner get frustrated. Letting

your child learn at his own pace will help him develop a lifelong love of reading.
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Grade * Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Scardlna Mrs Frola cont s

First Grade Amaryllis Math Project
" First grade students reinforced their math and
science skills as they observed and recorded
the growth of the Amaryllis plant. Eager for
spring to arrive, each first grade classroom
planted an Amaryllis bulb and examined the
plant daily. The students observed and de-
scribed the changes that occurred as the
plants grew and recorded their observations
in a journal. After measuring the height at
regular intervals, the students collected and
graphed the growth. The students recorded
their measurements of the plants and analyzed the data. This
math project allowed for skill development in estimation, meas-
urement, data analysis, graphing, and science investigations.
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Grade } Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Scardina, Mrs. Frola
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Grade 2- Mrs. Shirley, Mrs. Henry, Miss Bell

Bonjour!
Second grade students read the story,  Schools Around the World , as part of
their reading series. This story touched on the different types of schools as well
as diverse learning atmospheres. As an extension of the story we invited the high
school French students to our classrooms to teach us some basic French words.
Nous avons eu un grand temps! (We had a great time!)

J Christmas Kindness

With the help of Mrs. Henry and her family, second grade was able to color

Christmas cards for the elderly in a nursing home. Students decorated and wrote

a seasonal wish inside a gingerbread card.
for our second grade students. What a nice gesture!
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Grade 3- Miss Staats, Mrs. Dunlap, Mrs. Lukacs, Mrs. Ruff/Mrs. Hileman

Third Graders
on Third Grade!

lookingatxr ays and | earning how bones
vorite subject is reading. fi |l ove
reading programJourneys,we also learn about writing and spelling.
Reading takes you on an adventure.
is art because you can be creative and decide what to draw and express
your feelings through art.
Room 203 Amber McConnell 6s favorifte subj | N hdqol
because she thinks that owl pellets are SOOO0O cool! She le§rned | ' Zéé
that owl pellets have hundreds of bones in them from other anilw S »
that they have eaten!!! Zak Artley says his favorite subject in sc
is math. He has learned all about rays and other kinds of lines.
ven Jonesds favorite subject brjary
authors such as Kelly Milner Halls. Kelly Milner Halls wrote R
vends favorite boWildDogsbout ani
205 VUVGIIR
Room 205 Ryan Endress likes science because he learns things
about plants and animals. Madison Almes thinks her favorite
subject is math. She has learned multiplication facts, how to
read the clock, how to solve plus and minus facts, and how to
use fact triangles. Savannah Liscsak says her favorite subject is
art. She has learned how to color better, put things together and
focus on her art.
Room 202Kyl e | ckeso6s favorite & j o i ause

learned how to jump rope. He also enjoys the exercise arf
games. Sydney Reed thinks her favorite subject is science

ting paper with scissors!
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Room 204 Mari ssa Hooverds favorite subjec
taped our fingers together to show how difficult it would be not to have
moving joints. We then tried buttoning clothes, taking lids off of a bottle,
putting them back on and a zipper activity. We learned about bones by
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